- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: James 2:1-13
Songs

256 Are you washed in the blood
Jesus your mercy

Create in me a clean heart

254 Here is love

Love of God

Announcements:

Midweek Bible Study Weds this week

https://www.norcalwomensconference.com/

Put it on your calendars: October 4th;
... Church at Hartstone! $69 adults, $59, teens,
5 and under free

2 Samuel Series

From defeat of Absalom, to reconciliation, to rebellion, to order

2 Samuel 19-20

o You may notice we don't pass an offering plate
'El We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the
2
: offering box in the foyer is for your gifts and offerings

o e

\ for the Lord's work.
Give online to GBF. www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give

¢ - 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
ONLINE

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.or.

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
2 Samuel Series

From defeat of Absalom, to reconciliation, to rebellion, to order

2 Samuel 19-20
- August 234, 2026 -



https://www.norcalwomensconference.com/
http://www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give
http://www.gracebibleredwoodvalley.org/

2 Samuel Series

From defeat of Absalom, to reconciliation, to rebellion, to order

2 Samuel 19-20

Mercy prefers to deal with the needy in terms of what is needed
rather than what is deserved. - D. Edmond Hiebert

Mercy imitates God and disappoints Satan. — Chrysostom

The immediate context of chapters 19-20 is the rebellion and war of
the northern tribes of Israel under David’s son Absalom, and the
continued loyalty of most of Judah during that rebellion. Absalom is
caught and killed by general Joab and his troops. The rebellion
collapses, and along with it, David’s heart collapses in grief. Chapter
18 ends and 19 begins with king David’s morose obsession with the
death of his rebellious son, Absalom, and the utter neglect of the
people most loyal to him and who have fought for him and the
kingdom. The harsh confrontation of Joab, a wake-up call to remind
him of his responsibilities as king over a nation, and calling him out of
his internal, personal struggle, sets the stage for the reconciliation of a
broken nation.

18:33-19:1-8, The trap of self-pity and morose grief. David falls into a
collapse of self-pity over the death of his disloyal, treasonous son, and is
paralyzed and blinded to the immense need of his people. Gen. Joab gives him a
harsh wake-up to reality and calls him to his duty as king. Principle: With
leadership and the privilege and calling by the Lord, comes a duty to self-control
and self-denial and sacrificial attention to the needs of those in our sphere of
responsibility. Leadership can be lonely. David’s psalms show he finds comfort
in God in these times.

V9-39, Mercy, grace and reconciliation are the wise disposition of king
David towards his estranged and rebellious Israeli brothers and tribes. These are
the over-arching themes here and the quotes from Hiebert and Chrysostom
capture the spirit.

David and his court are still encamped in the city and about the city of
Mahanaim on the far side of the Jordan at this point. The question is, how to
heal and reunite a sin-broken, deceived and wounded nation? How to reunite
Judah and Israel under God’s anointed king and be able to return home to
Jerusalem, the palace and the tabernacle of God?

In this journal of events here, watch carefully how David mercifully handles his
former enemies and bitter critics! David grants a general amnesty. Where

vengeance and “justice” and giving people what they deserve would be the
natural reaction of most, David deals out grace and mercy to reconcile them to
one another and to himself as king. David has received the same from the Lord,
as light in a dark place and as healing ointment on a wound, and so he seeks to
show the same light and give healing to those who are wounded by sin. We are
reminded of this calling from the Holy Spirit in Galatians 6:1-2, and James
2:12-13.

V16 -23— Shimei’s reversal and David’s acceptance (see 16:5-8)

V24-30, David’s heart and attitude are in the right place here toward
Mephibosheth, the grandson of Saul. But, his decision while merciful, is not
ideal. He should have dispossessed Ziba for his lie/deception (16:3),but he
partially rewards him and partially restores an innocent Mephibosheth. This
shows that the impulse to mercy among humans can still be tainted with error
and imperfection. God’s mercy is never tainted! He is all-wise and all-knowing.
We strive to be like God in His mercy, as Chrysostom says, and that is good,
even when we are imperfect at its details.

Mephibosheth demonstrates an extraordinary humble heart here.

V31-39, The blessing of the aged Barzillai

V40- ch20 are the record of another brief and horrible rebellion by the Israelite
Sheba, of the tribe of Benjamin. It divided Israel from Judah and David along the
fresh suture lines that David had just cast in the wound.

V4-10, David entrusts the Israelite general Amasa (formerly the general of
Absalom’s army) with the control of the warriors of Judah to resolve the Sheba
rebellion. While well intended, it turns out this was an error in judgment. The
lines of authority were not as strong to David as he had hoped. The displacement
also caused the worst of jealousy to come out in Gen. Joab. Joab has repeatedly
demonstrated a vicious, self-protecting and violent aspect to his character.

V11-22, The resolution of Sheba’s rebellion and the wise woman of the
fortress city of Abel-Beth Maacah

V23-end, the restoration of right order and the ordering of David’s
kingdom.

For a completion of the history of David and his kingdom and the handoff to
Solomon, see the book of 1 Chronicles.

Food for thought and hope: King David, though a man after God’s own heart,
was still a fallible man and he sometimes erred while trying to do what was right.
The Son of David, when He returns in the 2" Coming, will have the right
motives, the right actions and the right outcomes. See Isaiah 11:3-4, 42:1,4,
Jeremiah 23:5, Acts 17:31. Let us rest our fears, hopes and futures in Him!




