
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Scripture reading: Daniel 4:29-37 

Songs  

• 167 The Old Rugged cross 
• Love of God 
• Come behold the wondrous mystery 
• 174 What wondrous love is this 
• Jerusalem 

Announcements: 
Midweek Bible Study Weds this week 
 
https://www.norcalwomensconference.com/ 
 
Put it on your calendars: October 4th: 
… Church at Hartstone! 

 

2 Samuel Series 

The Lord ordains the defeat of Absalom 

2 Samuel 17-18 

 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the 

offering box in the foyer is for your gifts and offerings 
for the Lord's work. 

Give online to GBF.  www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give  
 

- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 
 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 
 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 

 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

2 Samuel Series 

The Lord ordains the defeat of Absalom 

2 Samuel 17-18 

- August 16th, 2026 - 

 

https://www.norcalwomensconference.com/
http://www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give
http://www.gracebibleredwoodvalley.org/


17:1-14, The military advice of two counselors given to Absalom. The Lord 

works in and through the wills and minds of the rebellious sons of Israel to 

accomplish His purposes to preserve David (despite David’s foibles and errors). 

God’s original election of David as king was sovereign divine choice, and God’s 

preservation was God’s sovereign divine act of mercy. 

V15-22, The good work of the spies that David had appointed within and around 

Absalom’s court. V18-20 record a good work by the wife of the man of 

Bahurim. She hides David’s spies (a good work), but then she also says 

something untrue. One is reminded of Rahab in Jericho, who hid Moses’ spies (a 

good work) but also lied (a not good work). Rahab, as this woman, can be 

commended for their good deed, while not overlooking the error. As we grow in 

the Lord we can see our earlier lack of trust in the Lord in some areas, in our 

earlier immaturity. Let us all grow into greater trust in Him in all things. 

V23, the shame and suicide of Ahithophel. 

V27-29, the rest and refreshment of the good man Shobi. How strange that a 

tragedy can unfold at the same time as good things! 

 

Ch 18:1-8, David divides his forces in 3, and is himself talked into remaining 

behind, out of the battle to come. Note particularly v5. This reflects a real 

weakness in David as king, which conflicts with his unguarded love for 

Absalom, the traitor. It stands against God’s judgment and brings harm. 

V9-18, The death of Absalom by Joab, and the humiliating rejection of 

Absalom’s body. V18 records an important monument: The Absalom pillar there 

today is not the original, but was anciently built in replacement of Absalom’s 

original self-adoring monument. How very different is the everlasting honor of 

those whom the Lord saves, preserves and builds by His mercy and grace: 

Rev 3:12. Pride is a vice, which cleaves so fast unto the hearts of men, that if we 
were to strip ourselves of all faults, one by one, we should undoubtedly find it the 

very last and hardest to put off. - Thomas Hooker 

V19-32, The two runners! 

V33, David’s obsession with his own personal struggles with the loss of 

Absalom. Now, two of his sons, Amnon and Absalom, have died as a result of 

David’s own sins. See 12:10 and God’s temporal judgment declared. 

 

The Chiastic Structure of Absalom’s defeat and death: 

A The strategies 18:1-5 

 B The battle 18:6-8 

  C The execution of Absalom 18:9-15 

  C' The burial of Absalom 18:16-18 

 B' The reports about the battle 18:19-33 

A' The responses 19:1-8 

It is also significant that the writer of 2 Samuel constructed each of these 

sections with two prominent components: two strategies (18:1-5), two armies 

(18:6-8), two options (18:9-15), two memorials (18:16-18), two messengers 

(18:19-33), and two responses (19:1-8). In each case there is a tension or 

conflict between each of the two elements. This enhances the overall conflict in 

the whole passage, which is the conflict that David faced between acting on his 

feelings as a father, versus doing his duty as a king of God’s people. The whole 
story reveals David's troubled (conflicted) soul, much of which was brought 

about by his own deficient dealings with his family as a father and husband. 

His son, Solomon, seeing the sting and damage of it all wrote, There is a way 
that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death. Proverbs 14:12 

2 Samuel Series 

The Lord ordains the defeat of Absalom 

2 Samuel 17-18 

From our scripture reading this morning, even that greatest 

Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar learns that it is God who ordains 

kings and kingdoms, and he is able to bring low or exalt whom He 

alone ordains. And human pride, while opposed to God, is also a 

malleable tool in the hands of that same God, to accomplish His 

purposes and plans. In our text of 2 Samuel 17 – 18 this morning, 

there are many and tremendous events, human decisions and 

emotions, and great lessons and observations we might make. But 

there is one sentence that may go unnoticed for its brevity, but is the 

overarching and controlling fact behind the scene: And that is found in 

17:14. Thomas Brooks observed, The sovereignty of God is that 

golden sceptre in his hand by which he will make all bow, either by 

his word or by his works, by his mercies or by his judgements. And 

king David will benefit from His sovereign mercies here, while 

Absolom be struck by His sovereign judgments. 

And in that context we as believers and as the sons and daughters of 

our High and Sovereign King, the God of heaven can take comfort in 

how His rulership is mediated on our behalf and for our ultimate good, 

as the apostle Paul revealed to the Roman believers, in Romans 8:28-

29. Brooks again, God has in himself all power to defend you, all 

wisdom to direct you, all mercy to pardon you, all grace to enrich you, 

all righteousness to clothe you, all goodness to supply you, and all 

happiness to crown you. 

Let us therefore attend and attune our hearts to the Word of our 

sovereign and good God this morning. 


