- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: 1 Thess 5:22-24.
Songs

157 How deep the Father’s love

178 Hallelujah What a savior

Love of God

Jesus strong and kind/Jesus loves me
247 And can it be

Announcements:

Midweek Bible Study Weds this week

2 Samuel Series
A House Divided

2 Samuel 15-16

o You may notice we don't pass an offering plate
El We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the
TER offering box in the foyer is for your gifts and offerings

A

N for the Lord's work.
Give online to GBF. www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give

¢ - 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
ONLINE

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.or:

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
2 Samuel Series

A House Divided
2 Samuel 15-16
- August 9th, 2026 -



http://www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give
http://www.gracebibleredwoodvalley.org/

2 Samuel Series
A House Divided

2 Samuel 15-16

Abraham Lincoln, in 1858, a few years prior to the outbreak of the
Civil War presciently opined regarding the schism forming in the state
of the union over the issue of slaver, that, “A houses divided against
itself cannot stand.” John Blanchard observed, “4 home with no head
is a disaster, one with two is a monstrosity.”

As we learned at the end of chapter 14, David was indecisive in two
ways, or at two levels, regarding his son, Absalom. Because Absalom
was a murderer of his own half-brother, Amnon, king David had an
obligation to deal decisively with him by the Law of Moses. Instead
David had Absolom returned to Jerusalem. On a personal level David
couldn’t forgive his son. So Absalom remained in a nearby house, but
not seeing his father David until a long period passed, and left in a
state of suspension and growing frustration between acceptance and
rejection. Close to the king and court geographically, but both
unjudged civilly by his king, yet judged personally by his father. This
middling ground led to two major disasters, which open here in
chapter 15 and conclude in 18. Lincoln and Blanchard are both proved
right, and it is thought that Lincoln derived his warning inspiration
about the United States from the reading of 2 Samuel here.

15:1-12, Absalom has had two years in which to smolder and contemplate his
revenge and harden his heart. In these verses Absalom lays two traps In v1-6 he
elevates and ingratiates himself with the people of Jerusalem and surrounding
areas. In v7-12 Absalom develops a ruse by which he can get away from the
capital city and go the ancient capital of Hebron. He sends out spies spreading a
message of Absalom’s ascent to the throne. And lastly, he talks Ahithophel,
David’s political advisor, into defecting.

On observes here that king David, in his middle years, has pulled back his horns
from battling Israel’s enemies, and strongly guiding his nation politically, and is
resting on his laurels, so to speak. Absalom sees weakness and pounces to
complete his own revenge and his grab for his father’s throne.

V13-18, The king and his household and loyalists flee down toward the Jordan
river and the wilderness to the east. It is interesting that David falls back on his
old skills of hiding in and defending himself from the wilderness!

V19-end, On the way several important contacts and interactions take place and
David tactically sorts out who should come and who should remain behind. And
he learns an important fact.

V9-23, David accepts the help of Ittai the Gittite.

V24-29, David returns the priest Zadok, and the Levites and the Ark of the
Covenant to Jerusalem, casting his future in the Lord’s hands.

V30-31, David learns of the defection of Ahithophel, the royal advisor, to
Absalom, and David prays the Lord confound Ahithophel’s advice to Absalom.
V32-end Hushai, an elderly wise advisor wants to come with David, but is
considered a burden on their journey and is instructed instead to return and be a
counter-balance in Absalom’s ear against the sage advice that Absalom will hear
from Ahithophel.

Ch1e,

1-4, Ziba, the servant of Mephibosheth (Saul’s crippled son and previously
accepted into David’s house and table), seeks to curry favor with David by
bringing supplies and a lie about Mephibosheth! David, in the fog of the
moment, receives the lie and rewards Mephibosheth’s property to Ziba. This has
to be straightened out later in 19:24-30.

5-14, They pass by Shimeli, son of Gera, a relative of the deceased king Saul. He
heaps abuse and curses on David! In v9 Abishai, David’s cousin and military
advisor seeks to silence the abuser and protect the king’s honor. Instead, David
lets him curse! One is reminded of the later custom during the Roman Triumph
victory parade for victorious returning generals. They road in a magnificent
chariot with key captives in chains following, and a servant would stand behind
him, holding a glinting crown over the victor’s head while he also whispered in
his ear, Respice post te! Hominem te memento!'"', "Look behind you! Remember
you are only a man!”

15-20, Hushai, the elderly advisor sent by David goes into Jerusalem with
Absalom and his followers and Ahithophel the advisor.

V21-end, Ahithophel gives Absalom advice which when acted on deliberately
and permanently estranges Absalom from David and which establishes Absalom
as the king in replacement of his deposed father, at least in the eyes of the people
there. The act is a deliberate possession of the king’s harem and it is personal
violation of his personal honor. It is a tit-for-tat for Absalom’s personal hurts
and rejection by David. This must be seen in contrast to God’s selection of a
king for Israel! The anointing of God on David has not ceased!

As we consider the follies within the household of David, the words of the
puritan, Richard Baxter come wisely to us, Holy families must be the chief
preservers of the interest of religion in the world. And, If family religion were
duly attended to and properly discharged, I think the preaching of the Word
would not be the common instrument of conversion.







