- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-7.
Songs

525 At the Cross
535 I know whom I have believed
175 The lamb of God

e 426 Nearer my God to thee
Announcements:
Midweek Bible Study Weds this week
Today, Communion and Pot-Luck
Next Saturday, work-day at GBF!
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2 Samuel Series

We look at outward appearances, God looks at the inner person

2 Samuel 14

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the
offering box in the foyer is for your gifts and offerings

; \ for the Lord's work.
Give online to GBF. www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give

’ - 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
ONLINE
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

Man looks at
the surface...

(1 Samuel 16:7) —

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.or.

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
2 Samuel Series

We look at outward appearances, God looks at the inner person

2 Samuel 14
- August 2nd, 2026 -
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2 Samuel Series

We look at outward appearances, God looks at the inner person

2 Samuel 14

Have you ever entered into a relationship (any close relationship, not
necessarily a romantic one) with someone because too all outward
appearances, they looked good, they were an attractive personality,
their situation was appealing? Only to find out that on the inside they
were not beautiful, but ugly, self-centered, immoral or careless of
others including maybe you? And all along, of course, God knew what
was in that person’s thoughts and attitudes. If only we had God’s eyes
and not our own, what a world of hurt we could avoid. One of the
signals indicating true spiritual growth is that we begin and increase in
our ability and willingness to see others and ourselves, through God’s
eyes.

In chapter 13 and now 14, and on through ch 18, we’re introduced to
such a man, Absalom, the 3" son of David. At the same time here in
our text of ch 14, we’re going to see an intense case of royal court
intrigue. And we’ll see that our love for someone and our own sins
from the past, can cloud our good judgment and make it hard to do
what is right. Where does judgment end and mercy begin? How are
these things balanced? When should forgiveness be extended and to
what extent? In ch 14 the Holy Spirit holds these questions before us
to ponder and glean a harvest of wisdom.

The setting for v1 is found in ch 13, where Absolom has assassinated/murdered
his half-brother, Amnon in revenge for raping Absalom’s sister, Tamar. Absalom
has fled the royal court and is living in the nearby but foreign country of Geshur.
David’s oldest son (by Ahinoam of Jezreel — when David was reigning over
only. David’s family is a royal mess!

V1-3, so Joab, ever the political genera and tactician, begins to hatch a plan to,

1) Help David overcome his emotional distraction of being estranged from
Absalom, 2) Bring back into the fold the now presumptive heir to the throne.

Now something needs to be known here: What Joab naturally assumed, and we
will discover, the people end up heartily approving, is that Absalom should be
the next king, by right of natural succession to the throne. But just as the people
approved Saul, and for similar reasons (his appearance and superficial
demeanor), they naturally approve of Absalom. But God had already selected the

next king, and had told David so: 1 Chronicles 22:9-10 & 1 Chronicles 28:5
[later in his David reveals this fact publicly].

V4-20, the “Wise” Woman of Tekoa. She deploys a story to achieve a desirable
end. She sought to restore Absalom to David and the royal household. She
sought to do it to bring reconciliation and peace.

The approach of the woman to David’s court might well have found its
inspiration in the prophet Nathan using a parable to convict David of his sins
against Uriah and with Bathsheba. But there are key differences: Nathan uses a
parable to get the king to see himself in the mirror. This woman (under Joab’s
instruction) uses a lie about herself to draw the king into being motivated to
bring Absalom back from exile. The other difference is that Nathan was
commanded of God. This woman is commanded of Joab.

She deployed some wisdom to approach David in a way that pulled him into a
decision, much as Nathan had. But:

- Fabricated Tale: She lied to King David by pretending to be a grieving
widow whose one son had killed the other, a tragedy that never actually
happened. [1, 2]

- Political Manipulation: She acted as an undercover agent for Joab to
bypass normal court protocols and emotionally trap the king into a
binding legal oath. [1, 2]

Here’s the dilemma for us as believers: Her and Joab’s goal might have been
noble (let’s assume it was). But she lied to achieve her and Joab’s goal. She lied
to achieve a good end. It is the concept of the “noble lie”. Is a believer in the
God who cannot lie (Titus 1:1), lie in order to achieve a good or noble end? Is
there ever a situation where we, as Christians, are permitted to lie?

V21-end, Absalom is returned to Jerusalem, but while he is officially forgiven,
he is personally not forgiven by David. This lack of resolution (either carry out
the Law of Moses on Absalom, or completely forgive him and restore him),
leads to a bitter divide in the kingdom, which comes to fruition in ch 15-18.

Absalom in v28-30 demonstrates the result of this lack of resolution. It also
reveals the nature of Absalom (if that were not apparent from murdering his
brother in revenge). It also demonstrates that Absalom is able to gather men to
himself that are loyal to him alone and not to what is right and good. A powerful
man with weak, enabling advisors is in a terrible position.

Personal reflection: Give much thought and meditation to the question: Can a
Christian, who abides in the One who cannot lie, lie for a good cause? Did Jesus
suffer death for saying only what is true and never lying? If we say it is ok to lie
for a good cause, what does that tell the world about our Christ and God?
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