- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: Zechariah 9:9, John 3:1-7
Songs

Come praise and glorify
God the Spirit
3 Holy God we praise thy name
The God we love
Special Music: The Via Dolorosa
Announcements:
Midweek Bible Study Weds eve 5:30pm
April 3 6pm, Good Friday Service here w/ Trinity

Palm Sunday, March 30t 33AD
The Triumphal Entry, what'’s it all about?

Zechariah 9:9, John 3:1-7

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

o You may notice we don't pass an offering plate
El We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the
TEREA offering box in the foyer is for your gifts and offerings

P
= '3. \ for the Lord's work.
Give online to GBF. www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give

¢ - 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
ONLINE

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.or.

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
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The Triumphal Entry, what's it all about?
Zechariah 9:9, John 3:1-7
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Palm Sunday, March 30t 33AD
The Triumphal Entry, what's it all about?

Zechariah 9:9, John 3:1-7

What images or impressions are painted in your mind by Palm
Sunday, the day of our Lord’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem on that
donkey? No one who has been in church for more than a few years
misses the fact that this is a very important day in the life of Jesus, and
that it relates somehow to the following Friday and then Sunday the
Resurrection. Perhaps what we remember most is Jesus being
welcomed as the Messiah of Israel, and then a short week later, a
once welcoming crowd turns bitter and angry crowd and cries out for
him to be crucified! All those things are true, but are they the whole
story of Palm Sunday? What is the connection between the donkey
ride, Israel’s happy crowd, and the Friday of the cross 5 days later?

We know the story well, connecting the OT prophesy of Zech 9:9
with Jesus’ fulfillment in Matt 21, Mark 11, Luke 19 and John 12.
We’ll read one account, Mark 11:1-10 for a quick refresh.

But I want to ask the question that the Bible begs to be asked of us?
What does the triumphal entry have to do with the crucifixion? Other
than fulfilling Zech 9:9, couldn’t Jesus just have simply walked
normally with the other worshippers into Jerusalem stirred up the
temple and gotten himself crucified for our sins? It seems simpler.

Let’s first be clear about something: The triumphal entry of the
Messiah, God’s anointed King, the Son of David, riding into
Jerusalem that Sunday was about presenting Israel with their
prophetically and long anticipated and yearned for promised Son of
David, the king and directly related to that the promised Messianic
Kingdom of God in the flesh on earth as Israel’s and the world’s ruler!
By that [ mean the real and earth-changing promised Man and in Him
on the throne of David in Jerusalem, the political and social and
spiritual rule of the perfect totalitarian monarch ruling the kingdoms
of this earth including human, plant and animal and all other natural
kingdoms, the OT promised millennial kingdom promised by Daniel
and the other prophets. And Israel’s wild reception on that day and

then their utter rejection as a nation, of Him as King, thus deferring
and delaying that real and earth altering kingdom’s arrival until later.
Let me be clear: It’s not that they were expecting a political kingdom
but were mistaken and that that God was offering instead a spiritual
kingdom in the heart. That is sometimes heard in sermons. But it is
not an either/or situation. It is instead a both/and offer. The
kingdom is a prepared place (God will do this) with a prepared king
(God has done that) suited for and entered only by a spiritually
prepared people (God is doing that now, and will do that in future in
totality). The fact is that while Israel rightly heartily anticipated the
physical and political aspect of the king and kingdom, they
demonstrated that they were entirely unable, as we all are in our
natural state, to enter in and enjoy and serve and be blessed by that
wonderful kingdom.

Let’s read and consider a couple relevant passages: Matt 21:42-44
Here is the rejection of that generation of Israel and the promise of a
future generation., and 23:37-39, again the rejection and a promise of a
future generation.

Now Jesus’ reminder to Nicodemus in John 3:1-7. What is the
condition for anyone to enter the coming, promised earthly kingdom of
Israel’s Messiah? Note that Jesus does not say the kingdom is ethereal.
Nicodemus is not corrected here on the reality and physicality of the
expected kingdom of Messiah. He is corrected on the condition
necessary to enter/see it!

I want us to see both the promise of God that He will graciously bring
about that condition in Israel so that she meets the spiritual

requirement. Jeremiah 31:31-37, Zechariah 12:1-14

How is God both just to punish sin, and gracious to satisfy his just
requirements for Israel? Luke 22:20

Look at Romans 3:26




