- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer
Scripture reading: 2 Samuel 3:17-19

Songs

7 Wonderful Merciful Savior
The God we love
Behold our God
Holy Forever
Announcements:
Midweek Bible Study Weds eve 5:30pm
28, Hartstone work day
April 3 6pm, Good Friday Service

2nd Samuel - God'’s shepherd: King and mercy-bearer, David

David increases, but at what price?
2 Samuel 3

o You may notice we don't pass an offering plate
El We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the
TER offering box in the foyer is for your gifts and offerings

i -f“{-.

N for the Lord's work.
Give online to GBF. www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give

¢ - 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
ONLINE

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.or:
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2nd Samuel - God’s shepherd: King and mercy-bearer, David

David increases, but at what price?

2 Samuel 3

v1, is the summation, the result of the war initiated by the hubris of
Abner and Joab in 2:8 through 32: There was a long war between the
house of Saul (Ish-bosheth) from Israel and the house of David from
Judah. Overt hostilities resolved when David became king over all
Israel (5:3), but antagonism continued long after that. Much of
David’s actions that follow should be seen as trying to bridge that gap.
David's house became increasingly strong, but Saul's house became
increasingly weak. *By “house” here, is meant the political, military
allies of each respective king, as well as his kinsmen and friends.

V2-5, The key revelation of these verses is that during the seven and
one-half years that David ruled Judah, he increased in political,
military and regional stature, because God was graciously blessing
him. (Much of 2 Samuel, beginning with this one, plus 1 Samuel 31,
are restated in 1 Chronicles.)

But, while God was blessing him, David did what middle eastern kings
have to consolidate political connections and minimize opposition, he
resorted to further polygamy, even though God had commanded
Israel’s kings not to multiply wives (Deut. 17:17). (David's dynastic list
in 1 Chronicles 3:1 through 9 records the six sons born to him in
Hebron listed here, plus 13 more sons, one daughter, and an
unspecified number of sons by his concubines, who were also born in
Jerusalem.)

This political expediency, while it helped him in the short term,
resulted in terrible problems in the future. Because he was not able to
walk in total harmony and focused relationship with one wife, his
scattered children were not raised with the godly and wholistic nurture
that best benefits children. Furthermore, David was not to make
covenants with the pagan nations around him (Exod. 23:32; 34:12), but
some of these marriages did. Amnon’s terrible end is ch 13, Absalom’s
in 13-18, Adonijah’s rebellion in 1 Kings 1. The results were eventual

civil war, and the warfare and strife eventually led to God forbidding
David to build His temple, because David’s hands were covered in the
blood. David spent a large portion of his total reign as king fighting
battles (cf. 1 Chron. 22:8). God delivered this message through the
prophet Nathan, as detailed in 2 Samuel 7 and 1 Chronicles 17 As
believers we are to walk by principle in faith and not merely by what
seems practical and expedient. Heaven is a place of perfection of
principle. We are not to be utilitarians like the “earth dwellers”.
Sometimes that may require what seems extraordinary sacrifice or pain
on our part, trusting God for the outcome even if it’s not apparent to
us.

V7-11, Ish Bosheth, seeking to control and subdue his general Abner,
accuses him falsely of treason! V9 contains a likely vulgarity (“dog’s
head” — ie, am I a male body part prostituting myself with Judah?)

V12-22, Abner then proposed that he and David make a covenant of
peace between the house of Saul and the house of David. This was
virtually a surrender of Saul's forces to David. V13, David seeks to
cement Saul’s house to himself through the marriage with Michal.

V23-27, the deception of Joab by Abner in order to avenge the death
of Abner’s brother Asahel at the battle of Gibeon. Joab murdered
Abner in a city of refuge, Hebron, where God had prohibited the
taking of revenge (Num. 35:22-25). Abner was probably too sure of
his own importance in David's eyes to suspect that one of David's
officers would dare to attack him. And Joab was too sure of himself to
not understand how this would undercut his standing with David.

V28-35, David’s curse on the house of Joab was real and it was total!
Question? Do you think it was enough to fulfil the Law of Moses
regarding a murderer and one who broke the Law of cities of refuge?
See v39

V31-end, David leads the formal/state honoring of a great general. One
of the challenges faced by leaders is that private mourning has to be
subordinate to the pageantry of the office. This hurt is real. One cannot
mourn as one wishes, but as the requirements of the situation dictates.

In the end, David honors a former enemy, Abner, much as he did Saul.




