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Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer 4 A BIBL EVQFEU%).LS,\C/XS HIP

Scripture reading: 2 Samuel 2:1-7

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

Songs

God the uncreated one
I exalt thee
235 Joyful Joyful, we adore thee
10 O worship the king
Announcements:
Midweek Bible Study Weds eve 5:30pm
13th, Family night 6pm
28, Hartstone work day

2nd Samuel - God'’s shepherd: King and mercy-bearer, David

David anointed king in Judah, civil war breaks out

2 Samuel 2

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the
offering box in the foyer is for your gifts and offerings

\ for the Lord's work.
Give online to GBF. www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give - Teaching -
¢ - 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - , M ‘
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2nd Samuel — God'’s shepherd: King and mercy-bearer, David

David anointed king in Judah, civil war breaks out

2 Samuel 2

Chapters 2-4 record the tension and positioning of two rival men,
two lineages, two different spiritual directions. Ish-bosheth, the
surviving son of the deceased Saul, the Saul who was judged by God
as disobedient, is put forth as king of the northern tribes and the
trans-Jordan, by Abner, a powerful and ambitious general. David,
originally anointed by the prophet Samuel is called by the Lord and
affirmed by the tribe of Judah in the south. This spiritual distinction of
God'’s approval of David and the reality of the political tension ends
up breaking out into civil war, not so much because the two competing
kings want it, but because of the ambitions and fleshly impulses of the
two generals on either side: Abner in Israel holding forth for Ish-
bosheth,, and Joab in Judah, representing David.

Chapter 2 Opens later in 1010BC with the 30 year old David, very
importantly from a spiritual perspective, inquiring of the Lord
whether he should head north from Ziklag into the upper/central
Judean area of Hebron.

v1-4, With Saul and Jonathan now dead, it was appropriate that David,
the man anointed by Samuel as Saul’s successor (1 Sam. 16:12—13), to
head north to claim the throne. However, it was necessary to confirm
the Lord’s will in the matter. This was probably accomplished with the
assistance of Abiathar using the Urim and Thummin contained in the
ephod (1 Sam. 23:9-12; 30:7-8; Exod. 28:30). Under the Lord’s
direction David returned to Hebron, a prominent city in northern
Judah in the highlands 20 miles south of Jerusalem.

Hebron was an especially good choice for at least three reasons: (1) it
was a city of refuge (Josh. 20:7), (2) it was located in the tribal
territory of Judah, and (3) it was a Levitical city. As a city of refuge,
Hebron was a place where someone falsely accused of murder could
find protection. This would help David, since he had been wrongly
accused of crimes against Saul and his family (2 Sam. 16:7-8). As a
city in Judah it was where David’s support was strongest, since he

himself was a Judahite. As a Levitical city reserved for Aaronic
priests, it was populated by people who viewed David as the anointed
of God king who would protect them (1 Sam. 22:11-23).

V4b-7. Davis is both gracious/thankful to the men of Jabesh-Gilead,
and also very shrewd, as he invites and seeks to honor these men who
are from the North in Israel, who have been loyal to Saul, and who are
proven honorable.

V8-11, But Abner, the powerful and manipulative general of the
Northern tribes props up Sauls son Ish-Bosheth (“man of shame™) as
the blood descendant of the throne (as men count such things, not
God). v10 sets up the tension of man’s house vs God’s house. V11: he
two rival kingdoms continue like this, parallel for 7 1/2 yrs.

Civil war breaks out!

V12-17, Abner shows his true self. A powerful, manipulative, risk-
taking man seeking his own advancement and forcing his own king
into a confrontation with David. Joab, David’s general, and a capable
but ambitious man, also oversteps. The die is cast.

V18-23, Blood feud between two clans! The horrifying thing about
this is that all these men were related and knew each other. More awful
is the fact that they were to be subject to the Law of Moses.

V24-29, Peace treaty and resolution of the conflict.

V30-32, The horrid price of blood-lust and ego! All that for nothing!
Just death and the loss of good soldiers, when every last one was
needed for defense against the Philistines and other warring neighbors.

In this passage we’ve seen what happens when political ambitions
outweigh spiritual ones. When the Word of God is placed on the back
burner. Whether the conflict is rooted and contained within our
personal relationships, or breaks out in a true civil war, while the
sphere of damage may be narrower or wider, the root cause of pride,
selfish ambition and lust is the same.

Philippians 2:3-4 is the answer here for us in the church.




