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Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer 4R @ BIBL EVQFEU&LSM\C/XS HIP

Scripture reading: 2 Samuel 1:19-27

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

Songs

362 Blessed Assurance
414 Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus
430 Standing on the promises
364 Be still my soul
Announcements:
Communion and Pot-Luck
Midweek Bible Study Weds eve 5:30pm
13th, Family night 6pm
28, Hartstone work day

2nd Samuel - God'’s shepherd: King and mercy-bearer, David

David learns of king Saul and sons’ deaths

1 Samuel 1
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2nd Samuel - God'’s shepherd: King and mercy-bearer, David

David learns of king Saul and sons’ deaths

2 Samuel 1

In the books of I*' and 2" Samuel (1 book in the Torah) the Holy
Spirit records for us the end of the period of the great transition by the
children of Israel as they have gone from the beginning of the
conquest of the Promised Land in Joshua, and experienced the turmoil
of the 450 years of the rule of various Judges, culminating in God'’s
rule through the prophet Samuel himself. 1 Samuel records the people
rejecting God as their king via the judges and hungering for a king
“like the other gentile nations around them”, God tells Samuel to
accommodate their desire, but with a warning about what kings with

fallen natures do. So Saul is selected by God via the anointing of
Samuel, thus bringing an end to the rule of Israel’s judges in
1050BC. Saul rules for 40 years, starting well but quickly revealing
the cracks in his character. 1 Samuel also records the rise of David
under Saul’s rule, and ultimately Saul’s arrogance toward God’s
specific commands and thus God'’s rejection of his lineage and by way
of anointing (mashiach - v "anointed"-messiah, Christos in the NT)
by Samuel, David is chosen to follow and replace Saul. What causes
some confusion is that, though David is anointed to be king he is not
enthroned immediately. Saul continues to rule for many years, and
David is at times pursued to assassination by a jealous Saul. Yet Saul
remains king for a full 4 decades, finally mortally wounded in battle
against the Philistines on Mt. Gilboa, Saul falls on his own sword and
dies with his sons in the Spring of 1010BC. Thus cutting off his line,
per the LORD’s decree. 1 Samuel 31, the last chapter, records this
event. It is important that we read that as it sets the stage for 2 Samuel
and David’s righteous ascent, as the LORD'’s anointed, to the throne
of Judah, later in 1010BC.

Key points of 1 Sam 31: 1) Saul is defeated, mortally wounded, and
takes his own life. 2) His sons, his lineage falls with him (v2), thus
fulfilling the judgment Word of the Lord that Saul would no longer be
king before him (though the Lord had graciously extended his rule,
giving time for personal repentance). 3) Saul is found by the

Philistines, his head cut off, and his body is affixed to the wall of
nearby Beth-Shan, at the foot of Mt. Gilboa.

So now we can turn our attention to 2 Samuel chapter 1.

The scene opens with David and his forces in southern Judah in
Ziklag, having just defeated an Amalekite force. It’s some 90-100
miles from Mt. Gilboa, where Saul fell, to Ziklag, where David is,
about a 3 day trip for a person moving at a quick soldier’s trot.

V2-10 reveal an opportunistic liar, whose actions hide a providential
blessing. The liar knows the inside track and, likely seeing Saul die,
rushed over to remove the symbols of his rule before the Philistines
could strip the dead, seek to curry favor with David who he expects to
be the next king. He constructs a lie, which David believes, which
we’ll see in the following verses. The lie is of course, a terrible one,
but the providential blessing is, the liar delivers the symbols of the
kingdom, the royal crown and bracelet to the man whom God has
anointed to be king!

V11-12 show the righteous and respectful status that David has not
only maintained, but has transmitted those values to his own men! Saul
repeatedly made David’s life a terror and gave David cause to lash out
in self-protection. But David did not! Even after death David
maintains respect for the man the Lord had anointed originally. There
is a powerful lesson for us here. We live in a culture where lack of
respect is a fine art, and dishonoring authority is seen as a personal
virtue, a mark of independence and self-rule and individuality.

V13-16, David believes the liar, and on that basis the liar is judged by
David and as an assassin of the king, is rightly executed as a murderer
and a regicide under the Noahic covenant and Mosaic, Num 35:30-31

V17-27 are David’s chant of lament for Saul and Jonathan, the song of
the bow. V18- The Book of Jashar is a Hebrew literary collection of
songs/chants written in poetic style to honor the accomplishments of
Israel’s leaders, See Joshua 10:12-13. (Though lost to us, it is
mentioned in these two passages). How wonderful a work the Holy
Spirit has done in David’s heart that he should honor his tormentor!
When we read v19-27, it’s copied from the lost Book of Jashar!




