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Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer - - B]BLEWFE%}.—SXZSHP

Scripture reading: 1 Samuel 2:1-10, 2 Sam. 22:26-28

Songs We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
My worth is not in what I own crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
Yet not I and heavenly seating.

171 When I survey the wondrous cross
157 How deep the father’s love for us
Announcements:
Midweek Bible Study Weds eve 5:30pm

2nd Samuel - God'’s shepherd: King and mercy-bearer, David

An introduction to 2" Samuel

1 Samuel 2:1-10, 2 Samuel 22:26-28

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the
offering box in the foyer is for your gifts and offerings

\ for the Lord's work. N NS
Give online to GBF. www.gbf.churchtrac.com/give - Teaching -
¢ - 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - M

2nd Samuel - God'’s shepherd: King and mercy-bearer, David

ONLINE An introduction to 2" Samuel

1 Samuel 2:1-10, 2 Samuel 22:26-28
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2nd Samuel - God'’s shepherd: King and mercy-bearer, David

An introduction to 2" Samuel

1 Samuel 2:1-10, 2 Samuel 22:26-28

1st Samuel tells how God worked through circumstance and
prepared David to serve as Israel's king. 2nd Samuel tells how God
used David as Israel's king, including David's stunning successes as
well as his abject moral failures. In 1 Samuel we find three aspects of
David's preparation: as shepherd, as man of Saul’s court, and as
fugitive from that court. In 2 Samuel we see how God providentially
deploys those aspects of his preparation put to work. He became the
shepherd of his people, the center of his court, and the strong ruler of
his nation. He was well prepared to fulfill the office of Yahweh's vice-
regent successfully as he followed God's leadership. In this sense,
David acts as a prototype for another man, his descendent and the
Sfulfillment of the Davidic Covenant, namely the Son of David, the
Messiah, Jesus the Christ, who will one day sit in perfect
righteousness on David’s throne in Jerusalem!

May we be sensitive to God'’s providential interactions with our own
lives, to instruction in His Word, to produce in us a heart and attitude
and competence to be of service to Him as our great High King!

The message of 2 Samuel is that a person's orientation & attitude
toward God creates opportunity for God, and God's orientation &
attitude toward that person creates opportunity for him or her. This is
a vital insight into what it means to have a relationship with God.

Key thought: Our orientation and attitude toward God creates
opportunities in our lives and circle of impact, for God:

Don’t we find this principle stated in 2 Samuel 22:26- 28. Lay this
alongside Hannah's prayer of praise in 1 Samuel 2:1-10, the other
"bookend" that frames 1 and 2 Samuel. God is to each person what
that person is to God (see James 2:13).

We find the principle worked out in David's attitudes toward God.
See his thanksgiving in Psalm chapter 22 which David evidently wrote
early in his life. David had four convictions about God:

1, David believed that God was Israel's supreme King and Ruler. He
never doubted this nor did he presume to elevate himself to God's
place as Head of the nation. This is clear in 2 Sam 22:2-16. Contrast
David's view with Saul's! Arrogant, willful and self-seeking at times.
Some church pastors in our time unfortunately follow Saul's example
rather than David's, but thankfully, others follow David's.

2, David believed that God was consistently and completely
righteous (good, virtuous, upright, irreproachable) in His dealings with
people. So David confessed his sin when he was charged with it, rather
than trying to deny it. In 22:17-27 this comes through clearly. Contrast
Saul, who justified himself and made excuses when he sinned.

3, David believed that God was always merciful. As a result He was
passively trusting of God in resting in His mercy, willing to let God
determine his punishment when he sinned, because he believed that
God would be merciful (1 Sam 22:28-46). Contrast Saul, who sought
to frenetically and sometimes murderously manipulate and control his
circumstances.

4, David believed that God's prescriptive and moral will was always
best, even if it pinched. His greatest desire was for God's will (in the
prescriptive and moral senses) to be done in his own life and in the
land and people of Israel (2 Sam 22:47-51). Contrast Saul, who
believed that his will was best and getting out of a pinch was ideal.

David's convictions created opportunities for God:

1, because David believed in God's sovereignty over himself and
Israel, God could and did set David over the throne of Israel, and
David’s trust provided the channel for God to direct him to govern
God's people (2 Sam 22:2-3). Even today, loyal employees are the
ones whom employers promote to positions of greater responsibility.
This principle of submission to proper hierarchy of authority stands!
2, because David acknowledged God's inherent righteousness in all
His ways, God was able to bless David for his righteousness (2 Sam
22:21-28). There was no conflict over who was right in David's mind
when questions of rightness arose.

3, because David reveled in God's mercy, God was able to be greatly
and wonderfully merciful to him (2 Sam 22:35-36). God is not a
“mercy machine”... He is instead merciful in a living relationship. So
God defended David, even when he did not deserve it. (cont...)




4, David viewed God's will as inherently superior to his own, God was
able to bring His will for David and Israel to pass (2 Sam 22:51). God
returned loyalty to David for his loyalty to God.

Because he had these attitudes, David became God's instrument
through whom God accomplished His larger plans and purposes for
Israel, for history and for the glory of God on earth, even establishing
the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam 7:8-16). When you and I pray the
Lord’s prayer, we are in fact praying for the fulfillment of that
passage, that Covenant: Even so, Come Lord Jesus!

Key point: Even though David, as a saved, believing man, sinned,
sometimes greatly, his deepest convictions lay in these truths. God
dealings with David are based on David's deepest convictions. He was
the man after God's own heart. What does it mean to be "after God's
heart?" Quite simply it is, "loving God." God did not base His dealings
with David primarily on David's momentary failures but on his deepest
convictions and commitments.

This should be a great encouragement to readers of 2 Samuel. The
Christian's deep underlying attitudes toward God provide a foundation
on which God can build and use him or her in some great and
impactful way. The direction one is heading is more important than
how far he or she has advanced in Christian growth.

The flip side is that God's attitude toward a person creates an
opportunity for that person. John wrote, "We love Him because He
first loved us" (1 John 4:19).

We find this principle stated in 2 Samuel 23:1-5. David evidently
wrote this chapter later in his life.

Next week we’ll dive into this book head-long with all the historical,
geographic and other details to bolster our understanding. But getting
the overview, the big picture is vital to getting all the marrow out of
the bone of 2 Samuel.




