- Order of Service -
Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer
Scripture reading: Romans 3:21-26
Songs

248 Jesus! What a friend for sinners
69 His name is wonderful
The Lord is my Salvation
Turn your eyes
247 And can it be
Announcements:
Midweek Bible Study Weds eve 5:30pm
Feb 14 is GBF Valentine’s Dinner

This is the love of God among us - pt11

The atonement: Saving OT believers before the time of the Cross

Romans 3:21-26

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org
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The atonement: Saving OT believers before the time of the Cross

Romans 3:21-26

One doesn’t have to study the Bible for long and especially the
atonement that Jesus made for sinners on the cross, before the
question percolates up: How were people saved in OT times? The
question is made more curious by the fact that Jesus told people who
he ministered to that their sins were forgiven. How does that work,
since Jesus hadn’t yet paid the price for sin on that cross?

Now we learn and believe that God forgives sins on the basis of
Jesus’ shed blood on the cross (Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 1:7). But,
before He went to the cross, Jesus directly told two people that their
sins were forgiven. This fact puzzles some people. How could Jesus
make this bold certification of their right standing before the sacrifice
was even made? After all, Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the shedding
of blood there is no forgiveness” The answer to this question is vital
and should matter to us very much, because it touches on the justice of
God, the truthfulness of God and the nature of our trust in the
atonement for sins that we preach and rely on for our own salvation.

There are two people recorded in the gospels to whom Jesus
explicitly said, “Your sins are forgiven,” before He died on the
cross. The first case is the paralyzed man who was brought to Jesus by
friends and lowered through a roof to be healed. Let’s refamiliarize
ourselves by reading Luke 5:17-26. Here we see the astonishing
words, “When Jesus saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are
forgiven”

The second case is that of the sinful woman who came to Jesus while
He ate at Simon the Pharisee’s house. Let’s read Luke 7:36-50 Seeing
her reverence, the Lord contrasted her love with Simon’s lack of love,
which Jesus understands as an expression of her faith. “Then Jesus
said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven’” (Luke 7:48).

In both the above cases, Jesus’ words caused quite a shocking stir
among the hearers (Luke 5:21; 7:49). Furthermore, note what Jesus
does not say in either case, “Friend, I forgive your sins.” No, he
makes an even broader declaration as to her standing before God!

Now since we believe Jesus, we have to ask the question of Him, on
what legally justifiable basis are you declaring that the holy justice of
God is satisfied regarding these two? Why should they stand forgiven
instead of justly punished eternally for their sins?

Going back further in time around 1,000 years we find others whose
sins were forgiven long before Jesus died on the cross. David prayed
for forgiveness (Psalm 51:2) and received it. “Blessed is the one
whose transgressions are forgiven” (Psalm 32:1). 700 years BC, as he
cleansed Isaia’s vulgar lips with a coal from the heavenly altar, an
angel declared the prophet’s forgiveness: “Your guilt is taken away
and your sin atoned for” (Isaiah 6:7). Going back further to the
1500’s BC, the atonement provided by the animal sacrifices resulted in
forgiveness (Leviticus 4:20, 26, 31, 35)

How does this work, though? There are two helpful passages that
bring illumination to this question:

- Hebrews 9:11-15 (key verse: 15)

- Romans 3:21-26 (key verse: 25)

Takeaway principle: God, foresees what He foreordains as an
accomplished act in time, the “Lamb slain before the foundation of the
world” (Rev 13:8). This provides a way for God to graciously forgive
and show justice and mercy before the event in time, in the same way
that He graciously forgives and shows justice and mercy to those born
after the cross. In God’s economy the cross is a fact! An anchor.

So, the atonement of the Son of God for us is the legal and just
grounds, the total satisfaction for sin debt (it is finished), on which
God can save people from all dispensations, even to those well before
the cross in history who did not yet know about Jesus and the cross.
(We know in historical great detail what they only knew in shadows,
growing a bit lighter for them as time and divine revelation
progressed).

Now the question is, what is the means or channel by which OT
saints were forgiven/saved by God?

-Genesis 15:16 & Romans 4:1-11. In short, God accepts and credits
a person’s faith/belief/trust in God and in God’s promises revealed up
to that time in history as if they had themselves carried out and were
themselves the perfect obedience of Christ, and had the cleansing of
the perfect atonement of Christ done personally for them.

This sheds light on Jesus’ words on the cross: It is finished/paid in full.







