- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: 1 Cor 15:1-8
Songs

Praise the Father Praise the Son
11 Praise to the Lord the almighty
4 Come thou almighty king
Ancient of days
Announcements:
Midweek Bible Study resumes Weds eve
Fill those baby bottles!
See Krista, coordinator, due Feb 1
Feb 14 is GBF Valentine’s Dinner - Please RSVP

This is the love of God among us — pt8

The atonement of Jesus: Its necessity and effects
1 Corinthians 15:1-8

: BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- ~ love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

Sacriﬁce of

Christ
b

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org
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This is the love of God among us — pt8

The atonement of Jesus: Its necessity and effects-pt. A
1 Corinthians 15:1-8

In our sermon series, This is the Love of God Among Us, we 've been
focusing on the events of the sending by God the Father of the Son of
God among us, to be one of us in the incarnation, through His baptism
by John in the Jordan, and last week His qualification by the fire of
temptation with the Devil in the wilderness. He has also been
presented as the Messianic King of Israe over the promised Davidic
kingdom, should they receive Him. All of these are aspects of God’s
promised work to save fallen humanity and redeem creation from the
curse of sin.

This morning [ want to shift our focus rather abruptly in regards to
time, but very much nearby and close and in tight to one of God’s key
purposes in the eternal Son condescending from heaven’s light and
glory and taking a human nature and body (incarnating) to Himself.
Let us begin to explore that central and most wonderful work of God
to bring glory to Himself, to express the greatest of loves to us, and
that is the Atonement of Jesus. Why was the cross necessary? What
motivated God to send Jesus to the Cross, and what attributes and
characteristics of the Godhead are satisfied by Christ’s atoning work
on the Cross?

In short, why the atonement, what is its place in Christian theology?
Why did Christ die on the Cross?

This Sundav is an introduction... more to come.

To begin to understand the atonement, we must first understand its
necessity: One could build the case for man’s sinfulness before God from a
great host of Scriptural testimonies, but today let’s get the apostle Paul’s
diagnosis of the human problem: I commend to you his epistle to the Romans
chapters 1-2. But His summary of the human condition before the bar of
divine justice is found in Romans 3:1-20

We see then that there is no possibility of us being sufficient in ourselves
or by any religious act or by good works or self-reform to come to God
as our judge on any terms that we can work out or offer. There is our
problem.

Now, let’s go on to read God’s solution: v21-26

V21-24 tell us that God provides a right standing before Him that
does not have its source or justification in humanity in general nor in
each person in particular. Rather, God proposes and provides a
completely and utterly different basis for elevating us to right standing
before him. It is called alien righteousness. And rather than us as
incompetents being called on to be ourselves righteous, God gives as a
free gift (v24) a righteous and just standing (justified) that is based on
the redemption (part of the atoning work of Christ) that is in His Son
become flesh, Christ Jesus!

V25 is vital. Don’t miss it. God tells us that He publicly displayed the
blood of Jesus, that blood representing Him giving His whole life, as a
propitiation, a blood atonement. Propititation: Is the concept that
the Deity is enraged and filled with righteous indignation at the
treasonous rebellion and wickedness of those that owe Him love,
appreciation and humble obedience as the good God He is. And that a
sufficient payment a recompense, a life of sufficient merit and quality
is given, sacrificed, and that sacrifice satisfies and calms and appeases
the Divine Being. God does not arbitrarily decide to become angry at
sin. He is highly allergic to it, in the moral and spiritual sense. To be
good, He must stamp out evil! His nature is holy and wholly good!
God’s motivation in sending the Son: John 3:16-17

Let’s look at 2 Cor 5:21 Listen to the words of Martin Luther.
Here we have another aspect of God’s atonement in Christ...
Substitution. He becomes our treason, and we (by faith in Him alone)
become His perfect righteousness.

Who can qualify for this atoning work that God gives? Romans 4:1-8
According to the Word of God in v5, what are the two qualifications
one must possess to have this substitution apply to them?

1)
2)

Can you claim by faith alone, and thank God today that He does not
count your sin against you but counts His Son for you?! more coming..




