- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: Matt 4:1-11
Songs

284 Rock of ages
His mercy is more
Create in me a clean heart
288 Near the cross
Jesus strong and kind
Announcements:
Midweek Bible Study resumes Weds eve
Fill those baby bottles!
See Krista, coordinator, due Feb 1
Today, 2pm, Scripture Memory Boot Camp, $15
- Contact Hannah
Jan 17t 9am Men'’s Breakfast Fellowship
Feb 14 is GBF Valentine’s Dinner - Please RSVP

The temptation of Christ

Handling temptation and sin the Savior’s way

Matthew 4:1-11

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
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The temptation of Christ

Handling temptation and sin the Savior’s way

Matthew 4:1-11

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, if you have heard and
responded to the call of the gospel, then you are at war with sin!
When the angel commanded Joseph to name the baby Jesus, he did so
because, “he will save his people from their sins”. To come to Jesus
as savior then is to take a side in the war with sin. We can praise God
that ultimate victory over sin’s punishment was accomplished on the
cross by Jesus. And we are promised by that same Jesus that we would
have the comfort and power of the indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit to
help us. Yet here we find ourselves between now and the rapture in a
daily and moment by moment struggle with temptation.

If there is any doubt about that, here’s Hebrews 12:4 “In your
struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of
shedding your blood.” The struggle is real, and the fight is on. Like it
or not, we re called to it, and there are godly reasons for that. For
now, let’s just acknowledge a couple things: First, as children of God
through faith in Christ, we are on God'’s side, and He’s against sin!
Second, until we enter glory, while we are in this world and in thes
bodies of flesh, temptation to not do God’s revealed will is going to
come at us from three sources: The world/culture, our own flesh, and
the Devil.

Today let’s see how our Lord Jesus blessed us with his own actions
in the face of temptation, and then went on to bless us with his own
sacrifice for our sin so that its guilt would not stick with or stain us.
His shed blood cleansed us once and for all before the Father, and it
cleanses us when we do fall to temptation in sin, contrary to our
calling and status as His own beloved children and saints.

V1-2 Jesus is coming off the pinnacle of the experience of his baptism in the
Jordan. He, with a focus on his human nature as a man, is led by the Person
of the Holy Spirit into a period of testing, in the desert (historically in the
area of ancient Jericho). See Heb 5:8. He enters a long period of fasting and
prayer. There are examples of fasting and prayer in the OT, so Jesus was
following a well-trod path of godly men.

In v3, the Devil then comes to Jesus to tempt him. Now the underlying
word for tempt can mean, fempt to sin or test so as to prove out.
Satan’s purpose here is to tempt. God’s purpose here is to test and
prove out. Remember, for the believer, God is always at work for our
good.

It is because our Lord Jesus is human, and made like us in every way,
that He could do three vital things: 1) Destroy the devil’s power and
free those who were held in slavery by their fear of death (Hebrews
2:15); 2) Become a merciful and faithful High Priest in service to God
and atone for our sins (Hebrews 2:17); and 3) be the One who is able
to sympathize and comfort us in all our weaknesses and infirmities
(Hebrews 4:15). Our Lord’s humanity and humility enables Him to
truly sympathize with our own weaknesses, because He was subjected
to weakness, too. More importantly, we have a High Priest who is able
to intercede on our behalf and provide the grace needed by us.

Jesus’ temptations follow three patterns that are common to all of us.
The first temptation concerns the lust of the flesh (Matthew 4:3-4).
Our Lord is hungry, and the devil tempts Him to convert stones into
bread, but He replies with Scripture, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3. The
second temptation concerns the pride of life (Matthew 4:5-7), and here
the devil uses a verse of Scripture (Psalm 91:11-12), but the Lord
replies again with Scripture to the contrary (Deuteronomy 6:16),
stating that it is wrong for Him to abuse His own powers. The third
temptation concerns the lust of the eyes (Matthew 4:8—10), and if any
quick route to the Messiahship, as the great ruling king of Israel and
his kingdom, could be attained, bypassing the passion and crucifixion
for which He had originally come, this was the way. The devil already
had control over the political kingdoms of the world (Ephesians 2:2)
but was now ready to give everything to Christ in return for Jesus
allegiance to him. But Jesus returns with the right use of all authority,
political or otherwise: It is right worship: “You shall worship the Lord
your God and serve Him only” (Deuteronomy 6:13).

Jesus must establish the basis, his atoning blood shed for sinners,

before those sinners could be saved to enter his future good millennial
kingdom. He knew that sinners would need to become saints to see the
coming kingdom. What use is a kingdom of dead men? They need the
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gift of eternal life and that can be purchased for them only if He obeys
the Father’s will.

Now one of the primary things we see in Jesus’s responses here is the
fact that he was trained in and took to heart the memorization and
regular contemplation of Scripture! Jesus came well-armed, packing
heat and expecting trouble: Luke 2:52 & Psalm 119:11

It is because of this combined with his sinless nature, that Jesus proves
himself out, passing the test. So what Satan intended as temptation,
God turns into testing and proving out! You and I have the diving
nature of the Holy Spirit working in us to do God’s will.

Let’s be clear here: Jesus didn’t cheat to pass the test. As a man he
needed to have memorized and ingested and digested the Scriptures to
know how and when to deploy them in his own defense against
temptation. We are no different! The Holy Spirit makes no promises to
protect us unless we avail ourselves of the tools that the Spirit will use

to defend us.

So many temptations we sadly fall into because our flesh is naturally
weak. That won’t change until glory. But we have a God who will not
let us be tempted beyond what we can bear; He will provide a way out
(1 Corinthians 10:13). We can therefore be victorious and then will
thank the Lord for deliverance from temptation. Jesus’ experience in
the desert helps us to see these common temptations that keep us from
serving God effectively. Furthermore, we learn from Jesus’ response
to the temptations exactly how we are to respond—with Scripture. The
forces of evil come to us with a myriad of temptations, but all have the
same three things at their core: lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, and
the pride of life. We can only recognize and combat these temptations
by saturating our hearts and minds with the Truth. The armor of a
Christian solider in the spiritual battle of life includes only one
offensive weapon, the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God
(Ephesians 6:17). Knowing the Bible intimately will put the Sword in
our hands and enable us to be victorious over temptations.

Last and not least. Jesus’s blood cleanses us from daily sins too. When
we fall and fail in the face of temptation, we are encouraged to run to
Jesus for cleansing, comfort and restoration.
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