
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Scripture reading: Luke 2:21-40 

Songs  

33 Great is thy faithfulness 
31 To God be the glory 
28 O God our help in ages past 
18 Immortal Invisible 

Announcements: 
Communion & Pot-Luck today after the service 
Midweek Bible Study resumes Weds eve 
Pick up your Center for Life Choices baby bottles – 

Today! See Krista, coordinator, due Feb 1 
Jan 10th- Connect Conference, Hessel Church, 

www.norcalconnectconference.com 

Jan 11, 2pm, Scripture Memory Boot Camp, $15  
  – Contact Hannah 
Jan 17th 9am Men’s Breakfast Fellowship 

Feb 14 is GBF Valentine’s Dinner – Please RSVP 
 

This is the love of God among us – pt6 

Prepare the way for the Messiah! John the Baptist 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

This is the love of God among us – pt6 

Prepare the way for the Messiah! John the Baptist 

Luke 3:1-6 

- January 4th, 2026 - 

 

http://www.norcalconnectconference.com/


V1-2a, Introduces us to a history of the political schemers and religious 

leaders who will set their power against Jesus, the Messiah and against 

God who sent Him! 

 

V2b, Luke noted that the word of God came to John ... in the desert. 

“The Old Testament is filled with similar phrases as God called specific 

prophets to perform tasks. Luke had previously noted that John remained in 

the desert until his public appearance (1:80).” – BKC 

 

V3-6, John’s message and his water baptism were to prepare the people of 

Israel for the arrival of their Messiah, the King of Israel, the true King of the 

Jews. 

 

A note about baptism: Devout Jews would baptize themselves in Mikvahs. 

Purifying running waters in pools. They would do this for various 

purification rituals. This self-baptism indicated outwardly an act of the inner 

will. John’s baptism was completely different in that it was done by John 

and indicated an act done to the person on the basis of their public 

alignment with the required values of the coming Messiah and his 

offer to Israel of the kingdom on earth. The baptism did not save 

anyone, as we see in the following verses. 

 

Vv7-9, The Jews going out, many wanted the promised kingdom 

of God, with no inner or outer change! In other words, they rejected 

the New Covenant and the gracious work of God promised therein. 

They though that they were qualified to enter the promised Messianic 

kingdom based on, a) Being a son of Abraham, and b) outward 

conformity to the rabbinic interpretation of the Law of Moses. 

V9 makes it clear that will not suffice! 

 

Vv10-14 indicate the ignorance of the Word and their question, 

“What in the world are you talking about John!?”  John then lays out 

what obedience to the Law of Moses should look like among them, in 

very detailed terms. They should be getting baptized as an indication 

they understand the righteous requirements of the Law, and that they 

were repenting of not understanding or doing those things. The 

outward baptism though points to… 

 

Vv15-17, John’s baptism was not an inner converting work. And 

John himself was not the saving Messiah! Far from it. Though 

Jesus would say that John was the greatest of the OT prophets 

(John 7:28)! The Messiah who would follow would actually bring the 

Holy Spirit who would do the ultimate inner work of regeneration 

promised by the New Covenant, and the Messiah would be the self-

sacrificing savior to pay for the sins. No repentance for sins can 

eternally save by itself! Only faith in the Savior Himself can save and 

grant eternal life. And that on the just basis of the blood that Jesus 

would shed for them. His life for them. John’s baptism was 

preparatory for the real baptism, the inner change, the regeneration that 

Jesus would bring to them. 

 

V18-20, Herod the Tetrarch was challenged by the prophet, as he 

should be, for his sexual immorality in opposition to the Law of 

Moses. John’s ministry was brief. Just 1 year outside of prison, and 2 

years in Herod’s prison. (For details on John’s imprisonment and death 

by beheading see Matt. 14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 9:7-9, 19-20.) 

 

V21-22, Jesus himself is baptized. Not for repentance for sins, but to 

identify Himself with the sinners, as the one taking their place. It was a 

baptism of identification and substitution for them. For their sins. 

(Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; John 1:29-34) All four Gospels record 

this momentous occasion which signaled the beginning of His public 

ministry. 

Have you trusted in Jesus as your substitute? Is He your Savior? 

This is the love of God among us – pt6 

Prepare the way for the Messiah! John the Baptist 

Luke 3:1-6 

As we move forward into ch 3 in the gospel of Luke, we are jumped 

some 34 or so years forward. Herod the Great is long dead, in 4BC. 

Both Jesus and John, the son of Zacharias the Levite priest, are now 

adults, in their early 30’s. John who we come to know as John the 

Baptist for his actions in the Jordan river and surrounding areas, 

begins a powerful prophetic preaching ministry, in fulfillment of 

Malachi 3:1 and on, written 4 centuries before the events recorded in 

Luke 3. 


