- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: Luke 2:21-40
Songs

All glory be to Christ
I cannot tell
141 As with gladness men of old

Announcements

Bible study resumes Wednesday, Jan 7th
Communion & Pot-Luck next Sunday the 4th
Feb 14 is GBF Valentine’s Dinner - Please RSVP

This is the love of God among us — pt5

The humility & obedience of Joseph and Mary. Simeon & Anna
Luke 2:21-40
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
This is the love of God among us — pt5

The humility & obedience of Joseph and Mary. Simeon & Anna
Luke 2:21-40

- December 28th, 2025 -




This is the love of God among us — pt5

The humility & obedience of Joseph and Mary. Simeon & Anna

Luke 2:21-40

What were the day’s of Jesus infancy like? What were Joseph and
Mary like? As we will discover in today’s text, we can learn much and
take to ourselves good instruction from their conduct in the period
immediate after the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. The Spirit-inspired
record of the gospel of Luke takes us back to the scene. Let us
carefully observe God’s working through this couple and His working
through Old Testament-style prophets in the Temple courts.

The birth of Jesus Christ occurred in 6/5BC. (You can blame the
offset error from year 1 on the 6th century Roman theologian,
mathematician, and astronomer Dionysius Exiguus). King Herod
grew gradually ill and then died in the spring of 4BC, so Jesus had to
have been born, and then at some point after that the Magi from the
east arrived at Herod’s court. That had to have been while Herod was
well and in the strength of his ruling power, so well before Herod’s
decline and then death. Jesus’ birth then fits best in the 6/5BC range.
1t is in that timeframe then that the events recorded here for our
contemplation and spiritual edification occur.

Vv16-20 brings closure and a wrap to the manger scene with the angels
departing, the shepherds returning and sharing their exciting news, with them
departing and spreading the good news and mouths full of praise to God, and
Mary soaking up and storing up all the memories and their meaning in her
heart right there as she watches her newborn son.

V21, steps us out of that supernaturally saturated and transfixing moment
and returns us to the regular, everyday rhythm of life with the phrase, “and
when 8 days had passed.” And the obedience of Joseph and Mary to both the
extraordinary revelation of God via the annunciating angel to Joseph
regarding the name to be given to the baby (Matthew 1:21), and the long-
established Law given by God to Moses in Leviticus 12:1-3. Luke draws our
attention to their equal humility to both revelations (one immediately
supernatural — the angel, and one anciently revealed of God, 1500 years
before — Joseph and Mary following his lead, obey both with equal humility
and fervor.

This is a lesson to us all today! That God is worthy of trust and obedience,
and that without delay or equivocation or attitude.

V22, There are two obediences to be registered with us here: 1) The
days of ritual uncleaness for Mary having had a duration of 33 days (Lev
12:4), they then obeyed the requirements to go to the temple in Jerusalem (a
short distance from Bethlehem), to make offering for Mary’s restoration to
ritual cleanliness (Lev 12:6) and

2) They were to dedicate the firstborn son to the Lord, per Exodus 13:1
because of God’s salvation of the 1 born of each house that the Lord’s angel
of death had passed-over in Egypt because of the blood of the lamb placed on
the doorposts and lintel.

V24, Because Joseph and Mary were of lowly means, they could not
afford a lamb, so they purchased and sacrificed the allowed two doves
instead.

Three things become apparent here: 1) Joseph and Mary were in right
relationship, walking in humility and obedience to the Lord. 2) Jesus grew up
in a home of very modest means among very devout parents, 3) Jesus was
born under the Law and He never disobeyed it! Pointed out in Galatians 4:4.

V25-27, Simeon is an aged man, a man operating in the Old Testament
Jewish prophet spirit, by the Holy Spirit. Observe that Jesus is called by
Luke the “Lord’s Christ” Here was a man that, unlike his religious peers,
was in fact searching the Scriptures and looking for the Messiah, just as the
gentile Magi were from their distant land. He was looking for the comfort,
the consolation that the arrival of Messiah would bring to Israel. Being led by
the Holy Spirit he entered the temple courts on the very day that Joseph and
Mary were brought in obedience to the Scriptures. (See the confluence of the
Spirit’s two works?)

V29-32, God fulfills his promise to Simeon, and with the Spirit’s prophetic
insight, Simeon declares for the child! Illumination to the Gentiles (the
nations) and glory in being born the King of Israel!

V33-35, the very nature of Who and What Jesus is and would become is
naturally divisive. There will be no equivocation in people’s response, Jew or
Gentile! They’ll either love Him or despise an

d reject Him. Let our lives so reflect and emanate the life of Jesus that we
obtain the same response. Hot or cold! Jesus will not have luke-warm
followers! Mary would be pierced in her soul by the death of her innocent
son at the hands of Gentile Romans.

V36-39, Anna the prophetess operating in the same Spirit as Simeon, of the
tribe of Asher, had dedicated her life following the death of her husband, to
the temple. Caring for visitors, serving those who served, praying and




fasting, and now letting everyone know who would listen, just WHO was
there! In all this, Joseph and Mary, humble and in awe, just as we should be!




