- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: John 1:1, 14, 1 John 4:9
Songs

82 Let all mortal flesh keep silence

117 How great our joy

97 The first noel

Away in a manger
Announcements
Bible study this Wednesday, 6:15
Christmas Eve service, 24th, 6pm

This is the love of God among us — pt3

Breaking the prophetic silence of 400 years!
Luke 1:26-38

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- ‘ love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
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This is the love of God among us - pt3

Breaking the prophetic silence of 400 years!

Luke 1:26-38

When the Christmas story comes to mind, what do you think of?
Perhaps most often and naturally we re drawn to the retelling of
Joseph and Mary arriving in Bethlehem: There’s no room. What do
we do? The manger scene of course. Animals. Angels. Shepherds. A
special star. Some Magi show up at some point. Gifts given. It’s a
wonderous, compelling and joyous story isn’t it? And rightly so!

That early NT history is familiar to us, and because it is history
retold and retold, it comes to take on an air of inevitability. A feeling
like, off course it’s going to happen! But as with many important
events even in our own lives, the retelling of what happened feels very
different from what we felt and thought before and leading up to the
event, doesn 't it? Well, those leading-up-to feelings and thoughts and
anxieties before Jesus’ birth are worthy of acquainting ourselves with,
because they make the event itself all the more stunning and worthy of
greater worship of our Lord.

The story of Jesus’ birth in the NT actually begins with a kind of cliff-
hanger at the very last part of the last book of the OT: The five verses
comprising the last chapter of the book of the prophet Malachi, end with a
bang! Malachi 4:1-5: in v1-3 the prophet threatens a future Day of the Lord,
a time of great judgment on evildoers. In v2 though there is a wonderful
promise of rescue and salvation for those that fear the name of the Lord,
followed by a gloomy shadow of judgment in v3.

Then in v5, the last verse in the OT, there is the promise held forth to a
future generation of Israelites, the prophet Elijah, to call and turn them back
to true faith in the Lord and godly love for one another, along with another
threat if they don’t heed this Elijah.

And then?.... some 400 years of prophetic silence! God zips his mouth!
And in that time massive changes and upheavals wash over that part of the
world! Israel’s people and land are caught between these cataclysmic forces.
The Greeks under Alexander rise and dominate the known world. The
Persian empire to the east falls to Alexander. He dies, the empire is divided
among his top 4 generals. Isracl comes under the Seleucid Empire, named for
the Greek general Seleucis Nicanor. In 168BC the Seleucid king, Antiochus

Epiphanes IV launched a massive repression against the Jewish religion,
even erecting an idol to Zeus in the temple and slaughtering a pig there. This
led to the Maccabean revolt the next year, led by Judah Maccabee. In the
meantime the mighty Parthian empire to the east threw off Greek rule and
rose to be an implacable enemy to the rising Roman empire to the west. Then
in 63BC, the Romans under General Pompey took over Judea, establishing it
as a taxable buffer state between Roma and the Parthians. In 40BC the
Roman senate appointed Herod the Great as “King of the Jews”. And in all
this time, 4 centuries of upheaval, God was prophetically silent! The times
were intimidating, sometimes murderous, tense, unstable and faith was
constantly tested and pressured.

Into this storm-tossed sea, after 4 centuries of silence, suddenly
prophesy from the Lord resumes! Shockingly, around 6BC the angel
Gabiel suddenly appears and gives divine utterance to Zacharias the priest, as
record in Luke 1:5-25, and the annunciation of the miraculous conception of
John the Baptist by Elizabeth in her old age. Some 30 years later Jesus will
tell Israel that John is Malachi’s Elijah... if'they will accept him and his
message as such! Which by and large, they do not.

It is in the 6™ month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy that the same angel, Gabriel,
appears in the amazing annunciation of Jesus to the virgin woman Mary in
Nazareth, who was betrothed to Joseph. (Luke 1:26-38)

Let’s focus in on v34-35. It is vital for us as those who desire to know Jesus
and to worship and obey him rightly, that we understand clearly that Jesus
was not of the seed of Joseph. Joseph was a son of Adam as we all are, and
as such possesses a sin nature, and he is fallen. Gabriel says specifically that
he will be the Son of God (not the Son of Adam). Turn to Matthew 1:18-23.
Here Matthew records a key description of the nature of the child in v20. “of
the Holy Spirit.” (see also v25 for Joseph’s keen understanding of the issue).

(There is another reason it is vital that Jesus not be of Joseph’s seed: He is a
direct descendant of King Jeconiah (Jehoiachin), through the royal line of
Solomon. That prevents his bodily son from becoming Messiah! But we’ll
come back to that next Sunday to see how God works around that problem.)

Questions: What implications are there from the facts in these Scriptures
that impact and help us better understand the Person and natures of Jesus
Christ, our Lord, as to his humanity and his deity?

How do these truths help you to know, worship, benefit from and obey
Jesus?




