- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: John 1:1, 14, 1 John 4:9
Songs

74 Come thou long expected Jesus
93 Hark the Herald angels sing
100 It came upon a midnight clear
95 0 little town of Bethlehem

Announcements

Bible study this Wednesday, 6:15

Today, Communion & Pot-Luck

This is the love of God among us — pt2

Just Who and What was sent to us in that manger lowly?
John 1:1, 14, 1 John 4:9

¢3 GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

This is how God showed
his love among us: He sent his

into the world that we might
live through him.

7

John 4:9

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
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- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
This is the love of God among us - pt2

Just Who and What was sent to us in that manger lowly?
John 1:1, 14, 1 John 4:9
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This is the love of God among us - pt2

Just Who and What was sent to us in that manger lowly?
John 1:1, 14, 1 John 4:9

As we enter this season of celebration and the countdown of the
Advent Calendar, there are likely many emotions and memories
stirred in us. In pondering the season and its festivities and
gatherings, and the Scriptures that underly it, over the years I've had
various opinions. But the more I consider what the Bible says about
the Advent of our Savior, I've come to think that, in view of all the
facts, our celebration of it does not suffer from being too extravagant,
over the top and joyous, but that our celebration and joy and strong
feelings might just be far too little! Setting aside the complaints about
commercialization, and the question of, “is December 25™ the right
day?”, let’s let the Word of God speak God’s free gospel message to
our hearts.

In this and the next two Sundays, the aim of the pulpit time that we
share together here will be to give the gifts of more and more reasons
for wonder and outright astonishment at just Who and What was in
the womb of Mary and laid so lovingly in that manger in Bethlehem!

We're going to take to ourselves five essential truths about the
incarnation, (God taking flesh among us), starting with Jesus’ full
deity as the eternal Son in relation to the Father and Spirit in triunity,
and working from God in eternity to God as man in time. The identity
of Jesus the Christ and the nature of the incarnation will be described.
To know Jesus rightly from Scripture, we must see who he is in
relation to the doctrine of the Trinity, and the reason for the
incarnation in light of the Bible’s entire redemptive storyline.

Let’s prompt our hearts by hearing the careful, wise and balanced
exposition of the doctrine of God revealed from the Scriptures in some
portions of that great and ancient creed of the church, the Athanasian

Creed. Please give careful attention to the nature and person of the
Son of God.

Let me begin with a definition of the term, incarnation:
Incarnation is the term that refers to the supernatural act of the triune God,
whereby the eternal, divine Son, from the Father, by the agency of the Spirit,

took into union with himself a complete human nature apart from sin. As a
result, the Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, now and forevermore exists as one
person in two natures, our only Lord and Savior. (Stephen Wellum)|

John 1:1, The apostle of Jesus here reminds us that the “Word was with
[the] God” (thus a distinct “person”) yet also “was God” (thus by nature and
essence was divine, was God, is equal with God), thus underscoring the
triune person-relations and a fully shared divine nature within God. Jesus,
then, is the eternal and unending divine Son, and as the Son, he is not a
created being. He has no beginning or end. Instead, he is the ever-existing
Son of the Father, through whom all things were created and are now
actively sustained (Col. 1:15-17; Heb. 1:1-3). It’s this Son, who became
flesh (John 1:14) and by virtue of the incarnation and his work becomes our
Redeemer and Lord. The incarnation is God Himself breaking through the
dark clouds of sin and destruction covering the fallen earth we have wrought.

Essential truth: (1) Jesus is God the Son, the ever-living second person of
the blessed Trinity, who has eternally shared, is sharing and will ever share
the one, undivided divine nature with the Father and Spirit and is thus fully
and magnificently, God.

That the Son is full and undiminished deity is abundantly clear. From
the opening of the NT, Jesus is identified as Yahweh by offering
God’s kingdom—thus doing God’s work (Isa. 9:6-7; Jer. 31:31-34;
Ezek. 34:1-31). This is why his miracles are not merely human acts
empowered by the Spirit; rather, they are demonstrations of his own
divine authority as the one who possesses God’s saving power and
majesty (Matt. 8:23-27; 14:22-23), rules over Satan (Matt. 12:27-28),
and all things (Eph. 1:9-10; 19-23).

With the Father and Spirit, the Son fully and equally shares the one
divine name and nature (Matt. 28:18-20; John 8:58; Phil. 2:9-11; Col.
2:9). The Son is also identified as God (theos) (John 1:1, 18; 20:28;
Rom. 9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8; 2Pet. 1:1) because he is the exact
image and correspondence of the Father (Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3).

As the Son, he inseparably shares with the Father and Spirit the
divine power, sovereign rule, works, and receives divine worship (Psa.
110:1; Eph. 1:22; Phil. 2:9-11; Col. 1:15-20; Heb. 1:1-3; Rev. 5:11-
12). This is why Jesus has authority to forgive sin (Mark 2:3-12), to
say that all Scripture is fulfilled in him (Matt. 5:17-19), and to
acknowledge that he is from the Father as the Son, but also equal to
the Father as the divine Son (Matt. 11:25-27; John 5:16-30; 10:14-30;
14:9-13).




