
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Scripture reading: 1 John 4:7-8 

Songs  

Come behold the wondrous mystery 
74 O come O come Emmanuel 
I wonder as I wander 
390 In Christ alone 

 
Announcements 
Bible study this Wednesday, 6:15 
Next Sunday, Communion & Pot-Luck 
Listen to GBF sermons on Spotify 
Go to www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org/Sermons/ 

 

 

This is the love of God among us – pt1 

What does sending His only Son to us say to us about God? 

1 John 4:7-14 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

  

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

This is the love of God among us – pt1 

What does sending His only Son say to us about God? 

1 John 4:7-14 

- November 30th, 2025 - 

 

http://www.gracebibleredwoodvalley.org/


v7, begins with a command, a basic and central urging of Christian 

discipleship, to truly love one another. Three times in this compact verse, 

the term, “love” – agape, is used by John. Love, like faith in God’s Son 

(v13), is a product of the Holy Spirit. See Paul’s exposition in Romans 5:5 

and 15:30 of the love abiding among the eternal members of the trinity, and 

of it’s relational super-abundance there, it being poured out in excess to and 

in us by the graciously gifted impartation of God’s Holy Spirit. 

A confession of the incarnate person of Christ marks one off as being 

actuated by God (i.e., “from God”, vv. 4, 6) in the same way love also marks 

us off as being so actuated, since love comes from God. So, one who loves 

(in the Christian sense of that term) has been born of God (cf. 2:29; 3:9; 5:1, 

4, 18) and he knows God. 

The more one loves in this way, the more one has come to grow in 

knowing the character of God. And the more one knows the character of 

God, the more one expresses the love of God among fellow believers. 

Love stems from a regenerate nature (by the Spirit) and also from fellowship 

with God which issues forth in knowing Him (see 2:3-5).  

V8 implies that a lack of growth in knowing God results in a lack of growth 

in love. Importantly a lack of such growth in love here is not necessarily 

proof itself that one is not born of God. 

 

V9, 10 and 11 are coupled together like an engine and a caboose. As if 

the creation of this world and giving us our lives, placing us in it and giving 

us such wonderful joys and enjoyment of it weren’t enough evidence of 

God’s love. God, knowing that we have not lived up to the gifts of this world 

and our lives, but have brought ruin to both by our rebellion and sins against 

Him, He stooped low and lowered His Son, His only Son to be one of us. 

That is the engine of v9-10. It pulls and energizes the caboose of v11 in 

which we are to abide and ride to move along the rail-path of Christian life 

and growth. In other words, do not look inwardly for the definition of or the 

motivation to love. Look to God in Christ Jesus! 

 

V12 notes that God is invisible and spirit. In John 4:24, Jesus teaches that, 

“God is Spirit…” So He is not visible to us. But John 1:18 shows us how 

God made Himself visible among us humans.  And we too, the attribute of 

what it means to be God in triune relationship of love is made visible to and 

among us if we love one another in that way. In other words, we bring 

into the world visibly, the love of the invisible God, when we do this! 

It becomes apparent within our hearts and it becomes apparent 

outwardly to others. 

 

V13, The Greek here is helpful, “he has given us out of His Spirit”, as 

it implies our participation in the divine life! This ties us to the 

practical outworkings of abiding in John 15:4-7. 

 

V14, all of this reaches an apex: We all see and testify of God 

sending the Son into the world (we see) by the experience of God’s 

love, and (we say) by the outward expression of it. 

 

As we enter into this Christmas season, I pray that we all will know 

and experience and express God’s love in a refreshed and refreshing 

way. May the wind of God’s Spirit fill our sails with divine motion 

down the well-trod path of love. May we know the love of God so that 

others might see we know it and come themselves to know it. Amen.0 

This is the love of God among us – pt1 

What does sending His only Son to us say to us about God? 

1 John 4:7-14 

Our lead-in, verses of 1 John 4:7 and 8, are well known, recited, 

sung and beloved of Christians down through the centuries of the 

church. One of my first songs we learned in Sunday School as 

children was verses 7-8 set to a tune. They are beloved because they 

express so simply the profound and satisfying truth of the very nature 

of God as love, of the regenerating and indwelling ministry of God’s 

Spirit in the believer, and the call and expectation of spiritual and 

emotional growth as a new believer trods the same well-worn path 

that believers have walked in centuries past. There is no point along 

this well-worn path that one can’t see it clearly and when one falls off 

it, as we are prone to do, a return to it and forward progress is as 

simple as looking for it again, repenting of our inattention to its clear 

boundaries, and returning to our walk. Simple! It’s not complex. 

As we enter this Christmas season, my hope and goal in preaching 

here is that we illumine that walkway, that we hold up the torch of the 

Word for one another so we can tread the Way of Christ with all the 

saints and together, as one, enjoy our God. 


