
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Scripture reading: Colossians 3:12-17 

Songs  

239 For the beauty of the earth 
The Lord is my salvation 
33 Great is Thy faithfulness 
Children’s Sunday School song 

• Announcements 
• NO Bible study this Wednesday, 6:15 
• Listen to GBF sermons on Spotify 

Go to www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org/Sermons/ 

 

 

Gratitude to the Lord makes everything sweeter 

You can’t be thankful and complaining at the same time 

Colossians 3:12-17 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

  

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

Gratitude to the Lord makes everything sweeter 

You can’t be thankful and complaining at the same time 

Colossians 3:12-17 

- November 23rd, 2025 - 

 

http://www.gracebibleredwoodvalley.org/


v12a“ So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, …” 

Our Scripture text this morning starts out with a sharp and clear bugle call, a 

divine Reveille to stir our souls to attention and action! And that Reveille 

denotes a distinct and unique wakening call to us. It reminds us that from 

whatever walks or circumstance we were originally called by God to 

salvation and service to His Son, now we as the chosen of God are an elect 

and elite unit, called by a shared sense of higher duty, awe and wonder, to toe 

the line, to pull ourselves to attention, and heed and conform our inner 

thoughts and outer actions to what the good Captain of our Souls will 

command us. 

The fact is, that God our Father, as our creator and redeemer, knows what 

frustrates and embitters and batters and wears down and burdens the human 

soul, and He knows what endangers us and what can corrode and undermine 

our principles, our happiness, our satisfaction, and His purpose in life. He 

knows what distances us from happy duty to Him and enslaves us to the 

drudge of unhappy duty to ourselves and our own ways. 

 And as our Father He knows our tendencies to fall into the habits of 

thought and action that diminish our knowledge of Him and so our 

enjoyment of our lives in His Son. Thankfully, through the Spirit He has 

given us a well-documented and well travelled way to avoid these pitfalls 

before we slide in. And if we have stumbled in, He gives us the heart, the 

energy and a path out of them, if we take heed and follow Him. So dear 

friends, let us take heed to His pathway and walk in His light! 

The first and preeminent guard rail against stumbling into the pitfall, and 

ironically if you grab it and flip it down into the pitfall hole, the saving 

ladder for God to climb you back out, is found here in our text: Recall and 

remind ourselves of just who we are in Christ because of the love and grace 

and power of God toward us who believe. 

 

V12b-14 are the apparent moral and attitudinal uniform, the carefully 

selected wardrobe of those chosen by God for salvation. We have a bounden 

duty to our Captain to dress ourselves in this way to represent Him well in all 

circumstances, amongst ourselves and before a watching world. Some have 

referred to this passage as, The Well Dressed Chrisian, and that description 

fits well. 

 

V15-16, Here we have two deliberate acts of the will that we are called to 

exercise as believers. I trust you understand that these have to be chosen, like 

when one hears the doorbell, one chooses to open the door and admit the 

person who stands outside. The initial word in both verses is, “Let”. It is an 

act of the will to trust God, to decide in faith in His trustworthiness, 

goodness, kindness and good will to us. Neither of these “Lettings” is 

necessarily easy nor is it a natural flow of the human heart, especially as we 

can become jaded by seemingly unfavorable and embittering circumstances. 

The verses end with this curious and provoking command from the 

Lord: and be thankful. If you would, consider Romans 1:18-21 and the 

natural state of thanklessness in the human heart, absent to loving work of 

the Spirit. 

Now God is not here asking us to do the absurd. He is asking us to actually 

take inventory, to take stock of Who He is, What He has done, and What He 

is doing and will do in future. He’s not asking us to ignore circumstance but 

to see Him in the circumstance. To count our many blessings… see what God 

has done. 
1 Thess 5:16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give 

thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

V16 opens a door in our hearts as both good food for the soul, and as 

medicine for the sick soul. It parallels Ephesians 5:18-20 which tells us how 

to be filled up by the good things, the happiness of the Holy Spirit. 

V17, shines light on what is good for us and what is right for us and what 

pleases the Lord, all wrapped up together and tied off with a bow. The 

Christian in happiest when he or she walks with the Lord in the light of His 

Word, which is the expression of His will to and for us. V17 both requires 

and is the definition of walking in the Spirit. And what could be happier? 

Gratitude to the Lord makes everything sweeter 

You can’t be thankful and complaining at the same time 

Colossians 3:12-17 

Just stop and think about it: Can you feel and express genuine 

thankfulness from the heart, while simultaneously feeling and 

expressing a complaining spirit and words? It’s just impossible isn’t 

it? 

Here’s another one: Can you feel and express gratitude and 

humility towards God while simultaneously feeling and expressing 

prideful self-sufficiency and indifference to Him? 

Hear the opening words of the First National Proclamation of 

Thanksgiving, given by the Continental Congress in 1777 from its 

temporary location in York, Pennsylvania, while the British occupied 

the national capital at Philadelphia. This was penned by none other 

than Samuel Adams. 


