- Order of Service -

Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

Scripture reading: Acts 16:25-34
Songs

Your words are wonderful
Every promise of your word
392 How firm a foundation
Speak O Lord

e Announcements

e Bible study this Wednesday, 6:15

e Additional

The gospel is not bound by prison walls

The saving work of the Holy Spirit reigns
Acts 16:9-34

GRACE

e EBE D
4 @ B'PLE FELLOWSHI]

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org
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The gospel is not bound by prison walls

The saving work of the Holy Spirit reigns
Acts 16:9-34

With all the social and political events and upheavals swirling
around us, and all the pressures of our lives, it’s not difficult or
surprising for the believer to go from the priority and enthusiasm for
the gospel to being pushed back into the shadows and a creeping sense
of futility and a, “what’s the point, the world has gone nuts, and who
will listen anyway?” to creep in and steal our joy in the Lord. A sense
of the need to retreat and hunker down and huddle just with one’s
fellow believers can settle in as normal. If that’s you, don’t feel like
you’re alone.

Today’s message from the Word encourages and helps us to see that
the Holy Spirit of the Living God is very much alive. He very much
cares for lost souls to hear and respond to the Good News, and He is
moving and shaking to accomplish the saving work and intention of
God in those around us. And He, and we in Him, are not bound by
seemingly insurmountable odds or unfavorable circumstances.

The history of today’s lesson centers around 50-51AD in the
European city of Philippi, named after Alexander the Great’s father,
Philipp the 2", It would be in the area we call northern Greece today.
The city was the site of the decisive battle in 42 BCE between the
forces of Mark Antony vs Octavian and Brutus (who struck a fatal
knife blow in the assassination of Julius Caesar). Octavian and Brutus
were defeated. Philippi helped Mark Antony, and as a result the city
was fully Romanized, its members made full citizens of Rome with all
rights and privileges, and the city was specifically designed as a
smaller but glorious reflection of Rome. To enter Philippi as did Paul
and Silas with the gospel for Europe, was to enter a Rome away from
Rome. Behold the mighty saving work of God, the Holy Spirit!

The setup: v9-24
Notes:

What do you make of the fact that Paul and Silas allowed themselves
to be formally beaten by the expert Lictors, without benefit of trial,
against the law as Roman Citizens?

V25, It is very apparent that Paul and Silas were convinced, beyond
any circumstances, even terribly intimidating ones, that the gospel
needed to be preached to the people of Philippi. Their attitude here
demonstrates a joy and trust in the Lord that reaches into heaven
despite their horrible location and great pain, not to mention the shame
of a public illegal beating before the city. The end of v25 gives us a
hint of the effusive power of the Holy Spirit working in and through
the two men to bring a message of real hope to their fellow prisoners.

V26-27, God’s perfect providence, the systematic disablement of all
the means of security, and the resulting terror of the Roman Jailor for
himself and his family. God greatly distressed the Jailor... He did not
give him as an unbeliever any peace initially, but instead brought him
to the brink of death. He was then ready for God’s next move- Gospel!.

V28, Paul’s great concern was not for himself, but for the man who
put them in the worst place in his facility, the Jailor! Don’t miss this:
Bitterness towards those in the world, even those who misuse us, is
normal but it is unspiritual! The Christian’s esteem is not in self or in
circumstance, but in Christ! We are happiest when our hope and
esteem is not in ourselves but in our risen Lord and our Savior!

V29-30, The relief and the wonder must have been overwhelming!
And the consistent testimony of Paul and Silas under harsh treatment
and bad conditions had their effect on him! Listen, anyone can
complain. That’s easy and natural. But to serve those unbelievers who
misused you because of the example of Jesus is divine!

(Col 1:24, Lk 6:27-29)

V31-32, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, you and your household.”
Here the full saving deity and humanity of Jesus are named as the
object of faith. Have you placed your faith, your trust in Jesus the
great Savior, God in human flesh? If so, how can you keep silent?!




