
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Scripture reading: John 10:1-18 

Songs  

298 Have Thine own way Lord 
305 I surrender all 
297 Turn your eyes upon Jesus 
300 I have decided to follow Jesus 

Announcements 
• Bible study this Wednesday, 6:15 
• Communion, today after the service 
• We’re invited to dinner! Saturday, Nov 15. 5pm FBC 

Jesus, the Shepherd of our Souls 

Jesus guards, feeds and calls His sheep, and we follow Him 

John 10:1-18 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd of our Souls 

Jesus guards, feeds and calls His sheep, and we follow Him 

John 10:1-18 

- November  2nd, 2025 - 

 



V1-2, The fold of the sheep was a safe, walled enclosure where the sheep were 

gathered at night for safekeeping. The fact is, the sheep were in danger of both 

thieves and predators at night. Jesus here teaches that there dangers to God’s 

flock. Implicit here is the idea that the flock is God’s and no others and that He 

has the right and the duty to direct and protect His sheep. Any offense against 

that ownership is classed as “thievery”. 

There is a legitimate approach to the sheep – only one. Jesus here presents the 

singular way that sheep were to go in and out, and that way of entry also 

identifies the rightful shepherd of the sheep. This parallels Matt 7:13-15. 

Morris says of this passage, “The shepherd was an autocrat over his flock, and 
passages are not lacking where the shepherd imagery is used to emphasize the 

thought of sovereignty. Jesus is thus set forth in this allegory as the true Ruler of 
his people in contrast to all false shepherds." This is true for Israel, and it is true 

for the church, which will rise in Acts 2. Jesus is the sovereign, the Shepherd. 

V3-4, The doorkeeper shepherd sleeps in the doorway and only steps aside for 

the rightful shepherd of a particular flock. In v9, Jesus will also claim to be the 

door/gate. The sheep are conditioned to the singular voice of their own shepherd, 

and come out, separating themselves as a group to the sound of His call. They 

then follow Him and His voice as he leads them out to pasture or anywhere. 

V5, The sheep, by habituation and condition and trust in their shepherd, will 

just not respond to the call of anyone else. His voice is imprinted on them and 

they respond it to. The Holy Spirit, whom Jesus sent to the church, gives new 

birth to the spiritually dead. He makes us sheep through the instrument of our 

faith in God and in the Son, the gospel. He illumines the Word of God in the 

reading, hearing and preaching of the Word so that the voice of God is imprinted 

on the hearts and minds of the believer. We are His and He is ours. 

V6 is quite illuminating! 

V7, Jesus has to explain to the Pharisees that He Himself is the doorway! “I am 

the way, the truth and the Life!” Jesus is Himself the narrow path. There is no 

other way. V8 Has the Pharisees who claim to be the shepherds of Israel as 

thieves and robbers! Now this is not unreasonable, when you consider that they 

didn’t know when Daniel the prophet had said He would arrive. They claimed 

stewardship of the Bible, but didn’t understand it and when it’s fulfillment stood 

before them, they sought to kill him! False shepherds indeed! 

Isaiah 8:20, “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this 

word, it is because there is no light in them!” 

V9-10 are stood up as contrasting signs, pointing to two utterly different 

pathways and authorities in life! On path, one door, Jesus, is life and life eternal 

and abundant. The other leads to the slaughterhouse! 14:6) 

11-13 reveal the moral character of Christ the Good Shepherd (He will lay 

down His life for the sheep). Think of how far God stoops in that one statement! 

In the God-Man, Jesus, God experiences death for His beloved own sheep! (Heb 

13:20-21) 

V14-15, There is intimate knowledge, a deep relationship that flows between 

the Shepherd and His sheep! It goes both ways. What a joy it is to be known by 

God and to know Him through Christ our Savior and Shepherd! 

V16, While the primary meaning of Jesus was towards Israel, there are other 

sheep (future from then) that would come to be Jesus flock. These are gentiles 

who, together with believing Jews, would constitute the church (Gal 3:28, Eph 

2:16). 

V17-18, The Father loves the Son! V18 is critical for us to know! No 

individual, no nation, no group had the independent power to kill Christ! He laid 

down His life (“into thy hands I commit my spirit.”) and He took it up again! 

Jesus, the Shepherd of our Souls 

Jesus guards, feeds and calls His sheep, and we follow Him 

John 10:1-18 

Verses 1-5, our opening scene, describe a typical morning 

shepherding scene. With the sun just peeking over the horizon, a 

shepherd enters through a door/gate into a walled enclosure which 

has several flocks in one sheep pen. The enclosure, with stone walls, 

is guarded at night by a doorkeeper to prevent thieves and beasts of 

prey from entering. Anyone who would climb the wall would do it for 

no good purpose. 

Our curiosity is piqued… Here we have some questions that come 

from Jesus’ illustration: Who are the sheep? Why do they need to be 

guarded? What is the door/gate? Who is the Shepherd? Why do the 

sheep follow him? And who are the thieves and robbers? 

The setting for this illustration is important to grasp. Jesus is in a 

running debate with the sect of the Pharisees. The debate lasts some 

days, and this pericope introduces debate number 5! It is the last 

debate in the struggle and push and shove that Jesus has with them 

over the truth of His identity and who has the right to teach and lead 

Israel… Him or them. It is so heated that after debate #3 at the end of 

ch 8, they almost killed him by stoning. At the end of debate #4 (end 

of ch 9) they claim to see and know, but Jesus says that claim simply 

locks them into the responsibility of the guilt and sin of being false 

teachers, false shepherds! Jesus is referring to God’s complaint in 

Ezekiel 34:1-10, and as we’ll see in John 10, Jesus points to Himself 

as God’s Spirit-led Good Shepherd of God’s sheep as the fulfillment. 

And of course we’re intimately familiar with Psalm 23. 


