- Order of Service -
Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer
Scripture reading: Luke 16:19-31
Songs - Children’s Sunday

Fairest Lord Jesus

Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus

My hope is in the Lord

Christ our hope in life and death

Announcements

e Bible study this Wednesday, 6:15

e Josh’s Celebration of Life, Oct 26, 1:30-4, Ukiah
Senior Center

e Communion, 1st Sunday

e We’'re invited to dinner! Saturday, Nov 15. 5pm FBC

e Remember to worship and glorify the Lord through
your faithful giving

What comes after

What comes after death, but before the Final Judgment
Luke 16:19-31

Y GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
What comes after

What comes after death, but before the Final Judgment
Luke 16:19-31
- October 26th, 2025 -




What comes after
What comes after death, but before the Final Judgment
Luke 16:19-31

I was recently reviewing my files and happily reminiscing about
all the weddings I’ve conducted. And then my attention was drawn
to another important list: All of the funerals, memorials and
burials I’ve led and preached over the past 35 years. Just a couple
of weeks ago I did another. As I look over the photos of the
Anderson Valley Senior Center visiting our farm in 2007, I am
struck by both the intense warmth of the memories, and the
sadness that [ buried several of those dear souls. To me as a pastor,
it is such a mixed blessing: To know and to love people, and then
comes the suffocating feeling of presiding over their departure.
Again, and again and again. Sometimes I feel if I could just cup
my hands a little tighter, the waters of peoples lives wouldn’t slip
through and leak out and be soaked up in the earth. And today
we’ll attend the service of another dear one.

So today, with that urgency, I’d like for us to let some truths sink
in from a key doctrine of God’s Word: What comes right after this
life.

Luke 16:19-23a: This passage is referred to by some good commentators as a
parable rather than as an historical account. I’'m not sure that it is and other good
commentators agree with me. But even if it is, that doesn’t matter, since all
parables rely on actual situations and elements of the story that are quite real: A
farmer sows seeds, a king sends his servants out, an investor expects a return on
his money, cruel men are unforgiving when they are themselves forgiven, etc.
All these elements of Jesus’ parables rely on real or potential situations. So the
situation and elements of this passage are quite real, even if Jesus drew on
pseudo-names and characters to flesh it out. The facts as laid out here by the
Lord of Life and Creator, are inescapable.

V19-21 — The situation of both the unnamed rich man and Lazarus (Hebrew,
God, the Helper — so Lazarus was not righteous because he was poor, but
because he looked to God for his deliverance) are plainly set out for us by Jesus.
The sharp differences in their experiences of this life couldn’t be more different,
more distinct. Pure opposites. And according to the theology of Jesus’ day,
Jesus’ words in v22 couldn’t have been more shocking and insulting to His
hearers, the Pharisees (see v14 and John 9:1-5)!

I think we too, as American or Western Christians should take heed here.
Material blessings and pleasures aren’t our inherent right as followers of Jesus.
And we should be careful not to assume God is pleased or obligated to maintain
those for us. And being destitute is not necessarily a measure of God’s approval
or disapproval of one’s life. In a fallen world sometimes things aren’t fair, by our
standards and our timeline. (Jer 12:1, Job 12:6 delve into this mystery. Psalm
37:1, 7 and 92:7 answer).

V22 also reveals an amazing perspective on the departure of a justified man,
“died and was carried away by the angels...”
in contradistinction to the unsaved — “he was buried.”

V23-24, Now we don’t know the duration of time or what each man experienced
between medical death and their next conscious experience in their different
places of destination. I’ve known people that see what comes next while they’re
still here, and I’ve known people whose death is unremarkable in that regards.
But on the sure testimony of Jesus and His Scriptures, there is a reality, a
transition, an actual transport of the fully conscious soul to one of those places at
some point after physical death. Again, we don’t know the exact timing and it
may vary by person and situation. We don’t know these things in detail.

We also see here that the departed unsaved soul is transported to Hades, which
is the temporary abode of the unrighteous dead, those who have not had their
sins forgiven and been imparted with eternal life. There is torment there, so the
soul in this state must have some sort of body or ability to experience that world,
even if it is not the resurrection body that comes later. Also, the torment there is
not graded or proportional to that person’s deeds and sins in this life. (It is a
uniform experience, a very bad one) Graded, or proportional-to-works/sins
torment comes later, at the Great White Throne (Rev 20:11-end). This Hades is
also not the Lake of Fire. That too comes later at the GWT.

Lazarus (note that both men still have individual identity — they are known as
themselves), is taken to a place that is here called, as the ancient Jews did,
“Abraham’s bosom”. This is a place, a lovely and pleasure-filled locale, that is
called Paradise elsewhere. (2 Cor 12:2-4, Rev 12:6, Luke 23:39-43) It should
also be noted that as wonderful as this Paradise is, it too is not the permanent
abode of the righteous dead. See Luke 23:42. The righteous will enjoy a
glorified body in the millennial kingdom where our proportional rewards will be
enjoyed, and there will be a New Heavens and New Earth (Rev 21-22).

V25 gives is a real perspective on the ultra-brevity of both the pleasures and
the sufferings of this present life! It should give us great pause to consider as
believers who inherit eternal life! Keep a tight leash and short accounts with our
decisions with these facts in mind. A divinely ordered, gospel centered, and God
glorifying principled life with the unending pleasures of the life to come in
Paradise, then the kingdom, and then the New Heavens and Earth... keeping
those forward in our mind and daily decisions is to live a life worth living.

2 Cor 5:6-10.




