- Order of Service -
Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer
Scripture Reading
Songs:

His mercy is more
Holy Spirit, living breath of God
Scripture in Song, Psalm 51:1-2, 10
336, There is a Fountain
e 255, Nothing but the Blood of Jesus
Announcements
e Bible study this Wednesday, 6:15
e Serve the Lord. Sunday school assistants needed!
e Getready! GBF at Hartstone, Sunday Oct 5th.
e Remember to worship and glorify the Lord through
your faithful giving

An introduction to 1 Peter
The Unshakable Identity of the Elect Sojourner
1 Peter 1:1-2

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.

- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Tim Todd

An introduction to 1 Peter
The Unshakable Identity of the Elect Sojourner
1 Peter 1:1-2
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An introduction to 1 Peter
The Unshakable Identity of the Elect Sojourner
1 Peter 1:1-2

Big Idea: Our unshakable hope in a hostile world is anchored in our
eternal identity, which was planned by the Father, applied by the
Spirit, and accomplished for the Son.

I. The Reality of Our Identity: We Are Elect Exiles (v. 1)
o As believers, our primary citizenship is in heaven. We are sojourners
and temporary residents on earth. This world is not our

o The world's hostility toward us is a reaction against Christ, to whom
we belong and who we come to resemble. The world hates us
because we are not "of the world" (John 15:18; John 17:14).

e Our true home isn't just a place, but a Person. Our ultimate hope is
to be with Christ in a glorified body in a new heaven and a new
earth.

1I. The Foundation of Our Identity: A Trinitarian Work (v. 2)
Our salvation is a perfect, seamless work of the Triune God, planned in
eternity past and worked out in time.

1. Chosen "according to the foreknowledge of God the Father'
o Foreknowledge (prognosis) is not God passively looking into
the future to see who would believe.
o Foreknowledge is God’s active, purposeful, and loving
to set His affection on us from before the
foundation of the world. (Ephesians 1:4-5; Romans 8:29).

2. Set Apart "by the sanctifying work of the Spirit"
o Sanctification (hagiasmos) means to be "set apart.”
o The Holy Spirit makes the Father's eternal choice a reality in
our lives. He regenerates our dead hearts, convicts us of sin,
and draws us to Christ (John 3:5-8).
o The Father chose the destination; the ensures
we get there.

3. Saved "to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood"
o This is the magnificent goal (telos) of our election: we are a
people gifted by the Father to the Son.
o This relationship is characterized by joyful
to His lordship.
o [Itis founded on the cleansing power of His blood, which
brings us into an unbreakable relationship with God
(Exodus 24:8).

II1. The Outcome of Our Identity: Grace and Peace Multiplied (v. 2)
e Grace (charis): More than just unmerited favor, grace is God giving
to us in Christ. The greatest gift of the gospel is God
Himself.

e Peace (eire’ne’): Not just an inner feeling, but a settled, harmonious
relationship with God (shalom) that was purchased by the blood of
Christ (Colossians 1:20).

e Multiplied: This grace and peace are not static. As we grasp our
identity in Christ, our experience of them grows, especially in trials.

1V. Living in Light of Our Identity

o For the Believer: Our stability in suffering comes from our
unshakeable peace with God, not from our circumstances. Our lives
should be an act of grateful worship in response to this staggering
Trinitarian love.

o For the Unbeliever: The gospel is an invitation into this grace and
peace. You can receive it today by placing your trust entirely in the
finished work of Jesus Christ. "Whoever comes to me I will never
cast out" (John 6:37).

Notes:




Elect Exiles
Jeremiah 29:7 “Seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to
the LORD on its behalf; for in its welfare, you will have welfare.””
1. Whatis the significance of being an elect sojourner and what does that best and

ideally look like in our culture?

2. Giventhe culture and the ethos, of where we are today, how can we best love those
around us?

3. How can we best contribute to the welfare of the nation we find ourselves in?

4. How do we work together with those around us, who still have the image of God, and
who still are capable of great horizontal good?

5. How are we to be their true friends, while being in the world but not of it?
6. How can we be known for our courage for our faith in Christ?

7. How can it be said of you, even by many who strongly disagree with you, that this
was one who loved those around him or her?

8. How can it be said of you, that this was someone who loved their God and their
Lord?

9. How can we be more like Joseph or Daniel or his friends? And those of faith? The
welfare of the nation they found themselves in was blessed and improved. And they
made much of God, in spite of opposition.

10. How can we bring the spoken gospel to others with the power of a well lived life, that
is faithful, and that truly loves those who consider themselves our enemies?

11. How do we balance out the love we are to have and that we want to have, for those
who don’t know Jesus, with the love and with the responsibility to love that we also
are to have for our brothers and sisters in Christ?

12. How can we be more like Jesus?
A lot of those answers are found in the book of 1 Peter. And primary is the example and

pattern of our Lord, and we also have the example and pattern of those like Joseph and
Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and Esther and others.



