- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer
Songs:

12 Praise, my soul, the king of heaven
Be exalted O God
Holy Forever
1 Holy Holy Holy
Announcements
e Midweek Bible Study, Weds, 6:15
Today, Aug 17, Lake Day 2pm
Next Sunday 1:15, farewell pot-luck -Vern & Nancy

Jesus, our Judge and our Savior pt-2

The Lord disciplines those He loves,
and loves those He disciplines

Hebrews 12:1-13

Y GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- ‘ love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
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The Lord disciplines those He loves,
and loves those He disciplines
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Jesus, our Judge and our Savior pt-2

The Lord disciplines those He loves,
and loves those He disciplines

Hebrews 12:1-13

I began our time in the Word with those two stories, two teaching
parables of my youth to make some key points that arise from our text
this morning: The first story is about being an individual son or
daughter in God’s family by individual faith in Christ. That act brings
us into immediate and permanent relation to the Father, our Father.
And our Father loves us and wants to train and build us up, 7o
discipline each of us for His glory and enjoyment, and for our glory
and employment. This is for our eternal joy and reigning deployment.

God not only disciplines us as individuals, but through His Son as
Head, and with the Spirit’s instruction and illumination, He
disciplines whole churches. To bring about a unity of belief and body-
coordinated action. He does this to display on this divided and
warring, conflicted earth that which uniquely reflects here the total
unity of thought, love and holy action of our eternal triune Godhead in
heaven — Father, Son and Spirit.

My hope today is that we can see this life-shaping truth: God is
supremely interested in, and invested in both spheres of discipline,
because He is keenly desiring profit and productivity and glory in
both spheres. Today we’ll focus mostly on individual discipline by the
Lord, we must never forget in our individual walk, that God did not
merely purchase individuals, but in love He bought the church,
Christ’s very body, with the blood of His own Son! Acts 20:28

The fact of the Lord’s discipline as a routine part of the Christian
experience is an oft-ignored fact of life. The Bible teaches that, as our
loving Heavenly Father, God disciplines us. In other words, because
God loves us, discipline is not doubtful or exceptional; it is assured
and routine and an expression of profound interest in our good!

Heb 12:5-6 (reflecting Proverbs 3:11-12)
Here in Hebrews the word “discipline” is translated from a word that
means, fo guide a child, as under good instruction. It’s a family word.

God’s “discipline” (“chastisement” in the NKJV) and “rebuke” come
to “everyone.” His correcting hand is, in fact, a sign of tender His love

for His children, and when we experience it we are to: recognize it and
“not lose heart” but rather be assured and comforted when we
experience it. Our Father has us in hand, and that is very good.

Human Dads have a responsibility to train their children (Ephesians
6:4), and part of that training is to administer discipline. Just as wise
human fathers discipline their children for good, so does God: (See
(Hebrews 12:7-8). As we experience God’s discipline, we can rejoice
in at least one fact: God is treating us as true children of His (see
Deuteronomy 8:5)!

Now, the Lord’s discipline is not the same as condemnation!
Romans 8:1 It in fact has the opposite intention, so that we are NOT
condemned with the world! 1 Cor 11:32

When does God discipline us? Discipline is training, and that
training involves both positive and negative aspects. Part is simply
guiding someone to follow certain rules or to follow certain behaviors.
Another part of discipline involves reproof to correct disobedience. In
these senses, the Bible itself provides both. And co-joined, in
partnership with God’s Spirit with the Bible, are both positive
instruction and negative reproof from the pulpit, Bible study and
individual interaction by pastor/elders. Another means would be when
we care for each other by the corrections of Matt 18 & Gal 6:1-2, etc.

On the positive side, Psalm 94:12-13. On the other side, Psa 38:1-4
In this psalm, David admits his guilt and thus acknowledges that God’s
punishment is just; at the same time, the sharp and crushing nature of
the discipline seems more than he can bear, and he asks for help.

How does God discipline us? God can and does use a variety of
methods. He may give us positive examples to follow so that we see
God’s good path in action. He gives us the body of Christ and the
Word and the help of the Spirit. He may use trouble at work, hardship
at home, or travail in the ministry; Paul had many difficulties in life (2
Corinthians 11:23-29). God may allow us to experience terrible loss,
as David did (2 Samuel 12:13-18). God may send physical ailments or
even death, as the church of Corinth learned (1 Corinthians 11:17-22,
30-32). God uses brothers and sisters in the church to bring us
correction. God may simply allow the natural consequences of our sin
to run their course. We are forgiven, but corrected (1 Cor 11:32).

Let us close with James 2:1-4. The result of God’s discipline is
holiness and maturity, which yield the fruit of righteousness.




