
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Songs: 

• 46 Crown Him with many crowns 
• Holy Forever 
• Turn your eyes 
• Behold the lamb 

Announcements 
• Midweek Bible Study, Weds, 6:15 

Sunday, Aug 17th, Lake Day 2pm 
 

Jesus, our Judge and our Savior pt-2 

Jesus, the head, judge and savior of the church, His body 

Colossians 1:15-20 

 

Call now, O sinner, on your coming Judge 

To be here even now as your Savior 

Fall now, O sinner, 

on the mercy and grace 

Of Jesus, our Judge and our Savior 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 
 
 

 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

Jesus, our Judge and our Savior pt-2 

Jesus, the head, judge and savior of the church, His body 

Colossians 1:15-20 

- August 10th, 2025 - 

 



Let’s begin with Matthew 28:16-20. Jesus declares to His eleven who will go 

on in just a few weeks to be the founding apostles of the church, that God’s 

authority in all sphere’s has been given to Him. Therefore… go! Along with the 

promise and assurance that He would be with them to the end of the age. 

But later, after His resurrection, Jesus qualifies the timing of the “go” 

command He’d given earlier, See Luke 24:45-49. There is a command to stay 

and wait for power (from the Holy Spirit). 

So we see a timing, a sequence of the exercise as well as the means by which 

Jesus’ authority is exerted. 

 

Let’s now travel back a bit earlier in Jesus ministry and look at a key teaching 

point that Jesus makes about what He knows, and the Father has determined, will 

take place in the future after the church age begins in Acts 2. Look at Matthew 

16:15-20. Key in on two phrases, I will build my church – future tense, and 

“binding” and “loosing”. What in the world does that mean!? 

Well, move forward to chapter 18:15-20, and Jesus explains Himself. Here 

Jesus explains that in the adjudication of a case of unrepentant sin of one 

believer towards another, that if two or more witnesses are gathered in proper, 

accurate testimony, that the Lord Himself will act as the third witness. V18 is 

explained by 15-17, as well as 19-20. The 2 or 3 gathered in v20 are not saying 

that a “mini church” is formed when believers gather. Rather he is saying that 

when 2 or 3 witnesses deal righteously with the sin of a brother in the context 

and presence of the whole church, that Jesus joins judicially in full agreement 

with them. His headship and authority inhabit the righteous and careful judicial 

decision of the witnesses and the church in dealing with serious sin in their 

midst. Jesus is following and applying the principle taught in Deut 19:15 here. 

And the agreement of “two or three witnesses” in Hebrews 10:28. 

 

To see this in action in a local church, look at 1 Corinthians 5:1-5. (And 2 

Cor 13:1.) The two or three gathered as witnesses is also found in 1 Tim 5:19. 

 

Let’s now turn to 1 Corinthians 11:17-32 for another way in which Christ 

judges His church. 

 

Now for a different and positive way in which Jesus judges His church, turn 

to Rev 2:1-7. There is a warning here, but also a wonderful promise, which that 

church in 96 AD heeded. In fact, the Ephesian church endured until the 11th 

century AD! 

 

The corrective for a cold heart that the Lord prescribed was a three-step 

process: They needed to (1) "remember" how they used to feel about Him (their 

first love), (2) "repent" (change their attitude), and (3) return to the love that 

formerly motivated them ("do the deeds you did at first"). A generation earlier 

Paul commended this church for its love (Eph. 1:15-16), though he also 

commanded the Ephesians to grow in love (Eph. 4:2, 15-16). The deeds that they 

used to do ("did at first") probably refer to the activities that fanned the flame of 

their love (including observing the Lord's Supper perhaps), as well as their 

service for Him (v. 2). In order to rekindle first love there needs to be a return to 

first works, because there is an intimate relationship between love and good 

works (1 John 5:2). 

 

Here, Jesus as Judge is as the much anticipated rewarder at the Bema seat. If 

that church will heed and turn, they are promised a rich future when they enter 

paradise! May we be the same kind of church, the same kind of believers, that 

leave a legacy for a thousand years! 

Jesus, our Judge and our Savior pt-2 

Jesus, the head, judge and savior of the church, His body 

Colossians 1:15-20 

In our time in the Word last week, we began to explore the idea that 

Jesus was indeed sent by the Father into the world both as wonderful 

savior and as perfect judge. Among important things we learned that 

Jesus fulfills those offices in some ways, at different times. His first 

coming was as savior of the world and His 2nd coming will be as judge 

of the world. 

Today, we’re going to focus in more on this present age in which 

we live, and in particular on Jesus as savior and judge of believers and 

the church. Now obviously when I say that, you immediately detect 

that the terrible judgments at the 2nd coming have to be qualitatively 

different from His judgment of the church. There has to be a different 

purpose, intention and method in Christ’s judging the church. After all 

– see Acts 20:26-31. So we see from this that the terms “judge” and 

“judgment” and so on can have a wide range of meaning, depending 

on the context. 

So with God’s help, let us begin to hear what the Spirit says to us in 

the church about Christ Jesus as our savior and head and judge and 

the great beauty and glory of what Paul describes of Christ in 

Colossians 1:18. 


