
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Songs: 

• 389 O love that will not let me go 
• 390 In Christ alone 
• 382 He hideth my soul 

Announcements 
• Midweek Bible Study, Weds, 6:15 

Today, Communion and Pot-Luck 
 

Jesus, our Judge and our Savior pt-1 

Did Jesus come to judge, or not to judge? 

John 3:16-17, John 5:21-29 

 

Call now, O sinner, on your coming Judge 

To be here even now as your Savior 

Fall now, O sinner, 

on the mercy and grace 

Of Jesus, our Judge and our Savior 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 
 
 

 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

Jesus, our Judge and our Savior pt-1 

Did Jesus come to judge, or not to judge? 

John 3:16-17, John 5:21-29 

- August 3rd, 2025 - 

 



Let’s begin with John 3:16-17 and make some observations.  First, context: 

Jesus is conversing with Nicodemus, “the teacher of Israel” v9, and a member of 

the Sanhedrin, and of the theologically conservative party of the pharisees v1. As 

such Nicodemus was geared to think of Israel as the chosen and he and his party 

as the exemplary apex of that choosing. He would consider gentiles to not be in 

consideration for much of anything from God except condemnation. Messiah 

would come to and for Israel. Now when we as modern gentiles read John 3:16-

17 we come with a whole set of reader assumptions and blinders, having been so 

greatly blessed by salvation through faith in Jesus. But read Jesus choice of 

words with Nicodemus and through Nic’s eyes. He did not say, “For God so 

loved Israel that He gave His only begotten Son…” No, Jesus chose a shocking 

word: World. That is the entire sphere of humanity. Jesus did not come narrowly 

as a Jew, but as a human! A savior for the whole world of hurt and sin. This 

choice of words would have rocked Nicodemus’ world! 

Secondly, in v18 we discover that there is no need at all for Jesus to initially 

be sent by God the Father as judge, to enter into this world in the flesh, in order 

for the Son to judge or condemn the world. In fact it would be redundant for God 

to do that. Why? God had already consigned the world to judgment and 

condemnation back in the Garden of Eden! It, along with Satan is already 

judged! We stand condemned already and are awaiting execution. So in this 

sense, Jesus initial incarnational purpose was as Savior (see Luke 2:11). He came 

as the divine solution to righteous divine judgment and condemnation. Jesus 

came freely and so shockingly lowly, as rescue and redemption to the justly 

condemned. So in John 3 Jesus is speaking of but one intention, the initial 
intention of sending the Son to come in the flesh. We see this aspect reflected in 

Luke 19:10. 

But as we see in John 5:21-29, that intention and that time is not the only 

reason for the Son to be here in the flesh. Jesus was not going to stay on the earth 

for long. His ministry was but 3 years long and it culminated in His death, 

resurrection and ascension as the God-man to the right hand of the Father. 

In this passage Jesus reveals another intention of the Father, to grant Jesus 

the full judgment, adjudication and execution powers of the Father. And these 

judicial powers are focused in Jesus with their event horizon not on the short 

duration of Jesus’ ministry in His first coming. No, the event horizon in view in 

John 5 is eschatological. That is, at the culmination of human history, the 

terminal program of this world, and the glorious resurrection of believers in the 

Son to eternal, immortal life, or wretchedly, the resurrection of the already 

condemned to eternal conscious punishment. V23 is alluded to in Romans 14:11. 

In vv27-29 clearly reveal Jesus as Daniel’s returning “Son of Man” (Dan 

7:13) and thus having received all judicial powers to begin, carry out and 

complete God’s terminal plan for this fallen age. To execute the judgments on 

earth in their assigned times, and judge each person according to their standing 

in Christ or in their final punishments if they are not. The book of Revelation 

from ch 4 thru 20 are the detailed exposition of this phase of Jesus as Judge. 

Matthew 24-25 also contribute to that prophetic, eschatological knowledge base 

revealed to us. I hope that you can see that God can have different and complex 

reasons for Jesus’ incarnation, earthly life, heavenly seating and final return, at 

different times or phases. And that Jesus as severe judge in one time/place is 

compatible with Jesus as the non-judging, all merciful Savior in another! 

Jesus, our Judge and our Savior pt-1 

Did Jesus come to judge, or not to judge? 

John 3:16-17, John 5:21-29 

In our Scripture readings this morning we have two well known 

sayings of Jesus. In the first, along with John 12:47, Jesus says He 

came into the world not to judge. In the second He says that the Father 

has given not only judgment to the Son, but the authority to execute or 

carry out that judgment in justice! So which is it? Is Jesus confused? 

Is Jesus judge or isn’t He? Does He execute judgment or doesn’t He? 

If we’re honest we may admit we experience conflict in our own 

thoughts and feelings about this. In fact, the pastoral disposition and 

doctrinal teachings of whole denominations follow the side of: Jesus 

did not come to condemn, He does not judge, and so neither should we 

and in summarized in, “Judge not, lest ye be judged.”. And in making 

that choice they emphasize in their ministries certain passages and de-

emphasize others. Others seem to greatly, even over-emphasize the 

fearful judgment of Christ. Furthermore in our own thoughts about 

Jesus we may be personally conflicted in this vital area. One might 

hear a Christian say, “Well, I prefer to think of Jesus as having 

unconditional love and mercy.” While another lives in fear and 

trepidation of Jesus’ judgment. Which one is right? Or are they both 

wrong, or both right and wrong in different ways? Is Jesus hopelessly 

conflicted? Think carefully here, Christian! 

To help us in our thinking, let’s start with the following premise 

and approach the Scriptures with humility and a sense of fairness in 

reading it: God Himself and so His own Word which is His self-

revelation and the sole authoritative expression of His will, is 

incapable of breaking His own logical law of non-contradiction. A 

claim cannot be both true and false at the same time, in the same 

location, in the same way or sense. This is a key aspect of the divine 

revelation that God cannot lie (Num 23:19, Titus 1:2, Heb 6:18). 

So with God’s help, shall we at least start to sort this out? 


