- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer
Songs:

In that day

Jesus our Judge and our savior
167 The old rugged cross

166 The power of the cross

Announcements
o Midweek Bible Study, Weds, 6:15
Next Sunday, Communion and Pot-Luck

Hope in God’s promises, an anchor for our souls

Growth springs up from deep-rooted assurance
Hebrews 6:9-20
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‘ ‘ love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

Q

“lope
cmchcg:
the

[OWAN

Hebrews 6:19

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
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- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
Hope in God'’s promises, an anchor for our souls

Growth springs up from deep-rooted assurance
Hebrews 6:9-20
- July27th, 2025 -




Hope in God'’s promises, an anchor for our souls

Growth springs up from deep-rooted assurance
Hebrews 6:9-20

What gives life and upward force to our spiritual growth? It is hope!
And hope is the knowledge that God has made certain glorious
promises to us and the earnest expectation that God will fulfill those
promises. The Holy Spirit speaks to us in today’s text to urge us as the
Father’s own justified children to lean on, to grow in, to expand our
hearts into the fullness of our assurance of the goodness of God and
His kind and Fatherly special intentions for us.

This, by the way, is not assurance of one’s justification that is spoken
of. This passage assumes that is already true. Rather, the Spirit here
encourages us to grow in assurance of something else: To press into
our personal trust in the goodness, the kind intentions and plans and
special grace the Father has for each of us. The Father desires that we
expand our hearts in fuller trust and expectation that He has the best
things for us, anchored in His own nature.

This is hope, a firm anchor for our needy souls.

6:9-12, The Spirit’s human author here moves and urges his readers to not
give up or let up on the expectation that their good works, their ministry to
the Lord and to one another, their personal sacrifices, will lead to
tremendous results and reward.
V11 is especially relevant and sweet here. He encourages a full-bore
and “all-in” attitude of action and service (“diligence”) in good works
(as the Lord directs and provides) as a primary focus of one’s energy.
V12, and this has a negative warning (not sluggish) and a positive
model to emulate/imitate (mimetes — mime or mimic) And it especially
has a primary motivation: The inheritance, the reception, of certain
promises made by God!

The fact is, that Christians of all stripes have recognized down through history
that good works, with a special attention to caring for and loving our fellow
saints, are, for the saved child of God, a way of life that pleases the Lord. To be
His hands and feet and helping voice is to be a faithful follower of Jesus. This
fact is indisputably, generically Christian, historically speaking.

But it is also indisputably true that we can and do grow weary and can lose not
only focus, but our motivations can drift and wane. We can get worn out and
lose sight of the goal. The Holy Spirit desires to refresh us and give fresh winds

of healthy motivation to continue His good deeds in His name. This motivation
is not to gain or keep our justification/or salvation from sins.

V13-14, Here our author points us to God’s promise to Abraham, made well
after Abraham believed God unto justification. No, what is referred to is what
comes later, after Isaac was born (according to promise), given to the Lord in
sacrifice (rescued by the ram caught in the thicket). V14 refers to the events in
Genesis 22:1-18

What is of key interest to us in our motivation for good works in the Lord is
v15: It is not that Abraham received in his earthly life every thing that was
promised by God. No, it was that Abraham grew in his mature trust and full
expectation that God would eventually keep every promise, even if it was fulfilled
after he was dead and gone from this earth!

1t is this reception of God as the promise-keeper, and promise-maker, this
growth in the full assurance of hope of what would come based on God’s
character as one who is filled with goodness and grace and who cannot lie to
Abraham or to you and 1.

V16-18 are an excursion into the fallible nature of humankind, and the infallible
nature of God. People have to swear an oath to be believed. God does not! But
God, condescending to Abraham’s level, swore an oath on His own Name. So
the two unchangeable things that cause us too to have every encouragement to
grasp firmly onto hope are: God cannot lie, and God condescended to swear an
oath on His own Name.

V19, We are urged, encouraged and called by the Spirit to set our hope as an
anchor in the rock of the immovable and good God, looking in full expectation
of fulfillment by God for reward and eternal good results from the very God who
promises them.

There is a double-entendre here: Hope as an anchor for the soul which enters
within the veil. Jesus’ death ripped the veil of the holy of holies so there is direct
access to God. But the veil here is also the rock pier that shields a port from the
storms of the sea. A small boat would be put our and the anchor carried behind
that rock pier where the water was calm. So no matter the movement of the
larger sea, the boat was secured by its anchor in calm waters behind the rock
pier, the veil.

V20, Jesus has already passed through that veil for us. He is on the other side, in
the calm waters and in the Presence, not as a fallible Aaronic priest (Heb 5:1-4),
but, as a perfect and sinless priest: 5:5-6.

And so we have every reason to persevere joyfully in full service to the Lord!




