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Call to Worship

Welcoming Prayer

362 Blessed Assurance

367 Jesus I am resting resting

410 The Solid Rock

430 Standing on the promises

Announcements

e Midweek Bible Study, Weds

e Today, Communion & Pot-Luck

e Center for Life Choices
Read-A-Thon - July 1-26
Walk-for-Life Color Walk - July 26

_How the child of the Father walks in freedom

The truth about Jesus and ourselves sets us free!, pt6
John 8:31-42
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.
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"I the Sou sets you ree, you will be free deed.” Johw 8:36 NIU.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.

- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -
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Hearing about the dear price, the steep cost paid in pain and loss and
blood for our freedoms, paid by others we don’t know, how should we
respond as citizens of these United States to these sacrifices?
Certainly sheer thankfulness is one true response! Another would be
action. To respond to our freedom in such a way as to honor and
propagate the principles sacrificed for so that freedom continues in
spirit and in fact. That is, to live a life that is true and free and is not
itself enslaved to wrong and evil, but rather partnered with
righteousness. And to lead others in that same light and freedom by
example.

As we consider the words of our Savior, the Lord Jesus this morning
in the gospel of John, I pray too that we as believers can have the
same kind of heartfelt response to the ultimate freedom purchased for
us in the gospel, by the sacrifice for our freedom paid in blood for us
by Jesus. Here our Lord teaches us of two great freedoms he bought
for us: First, freedom from the domination of Sin as our Master. And
second, freedom from the horrid grasp of physical death. Let us love
our freedoms and especially, the God who gave them to us in a
precious deposit, a trust, for which we are stewards.

Oh say can you see by the dawn’s early light, that God can set forth
the precious gift of our 4" of July Independence day to point us to
the ultimate, everlasting and perfect freedom?

In our passage this morning, Jesus is teaching in the temple. He has
just told some Pharisees challenging him in v12 that He is the true
Light of the World. In v23-24 he tells them an important truth about
humanity in its natural and unredeemed state in sharp contrast to His
humanity and it’s holy and good state. There he also asserts a shocking
truth: that unless they believe the prophesies about the Son coming
into the world from the Father above, they would die, and that death
would leave them where they started: in their sins, subject to God’s
fierce judgment and resulting hell-fire! This got their attention!

V28 — Here Jesus delivers the most shocking and radical truth:
Because of the hardness of their own hearts and deafness to the Word,
they would not really understand or know the truth until they crucified
the Truth, Jesus himself! The Father sends the Son, and they reject
both the Sender and the One Sent.

V31-32, Now Jesus turns his focus and words to those who had begun
to heed his word about Who and What he is. 4s opposed to those who
heed not, if you do heed, you’ll come to know the truth, that knowledge
about Himself and oneself in relation, that Person and oneself having
a grasp on Him and having released the grasp of one’s own self-
righteousness — that will be true personal freedom!

V33, they are confused because they’ve been mistaught.

V34, Here’s the plain, simple fact of mankind. Each one of us born the
natural way. Sinning is natural to us, because we are born enslaved to
Sin as our Master. And the commands of Sin grind us down to nothing
in the end. We need freedom from the ugly, deadly demands of Sin
and its ultimate power: death! And we can’t gain or obtain it
ourselves. We’re powerless. V35 drives home the point of the radical
difference between the two humanities present: Slaves don’t own the
house. The Son does. And His rights, His authority, His ability, He
freely deploys on behalf of those who truly believe in and trust in Him.

V36, The Son is free from Sin as Master. So if He should grant
freedom by paying the price to purchase one out of enslavement to
Sin, that freed person would be free indeed! And in a culture that
understood slavery and servitude, freedom as a pure gift was a
shocking idea!

V37-38 reveal 1) the dominating mind-numbing power of false
teaching 2) the power of the Son’s word, 3) The two ultimate sources
for spiritual existence: The eternal, loving true Father or the father of
lies, the Devil who hates and wreaks havoc and ultimately death!
39-40, The claim to being Abraham’s children in the full sense
(including spiritually) is proven out by their poor reaction to the Son.

42, The one who loves Jesus loves the Father who sent him. Jesus’
point is that freedom, truth, love and eternal life from the Father has
come! And they came in their full human embodiment... in Jesus!




