
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Happy Fathers Day! 
Men, choose your hymns! 

 
Announcements 
• Thanks for all the good, hard work on the grounds 

and sanctuary building! 
• Midweek Bible Study, Weds 
• Center for Life Choices 

Read-A-Thon - July 1-26 
Walk-for-Life Color Walk - July 26 

 

  Eric Peterman 
How the well-dressed Christian prays & behaves 

Living up our salvation in the now, the present tense, pt3 

Colossians 4:2-6 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 
 
 

 
- Teaching - 

  Eric Peterman 
How the well-dressed Christian prays & behaves 

Living up our salvation in the now, the present tense, pt3 

Colossians 4:2-6 

- June 15th, 2025 - 

 



 V2 begins with, Devote yourselves to prayer –Amplified Gk, “The 

prayer, have close at hand so that you habitually use it.” 

Paul not only practiced a mature prayer life (cf. 1:3-12) but he also 

prescribed it for all believers. He tells the Roman saints, Rom. 12:12 

“rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer” 

 

Paul has reminded believers that they are identified with an 

extraordinary Christ who has absolute supremacy. (3:1-4) He has 

called believers (ordinary people regenerated by an extraordinary 

Spirit) to live their ordinary lives in an extraordinary way. How is the 

believer to accomplish such a challenging assignment? Is assistance 

available? Yes. Thankfully, the believer is not shoved out the door, 

alone in a world of temptation and deception. Strength and heaven’s 

perspective are always available by looking above in prayer. V2 

exhorts believers to pray with (1) diligence, (2) alertness- so that we 

are not lulled by the sleep-inducing lure of the world, (3) gratitude – it 

is not possible to have a complaining spirit at the same time as a 

thankful one. Gratitude is the universal solvent for a bitter, grumpy 

heart. Try it! 

 

V3-4, There is a whole world of sin-damaged and enslaved souls that 

desperately need the living Christ and his saving work and grace 

working in and for them. Paul here sets a right, loving and effective 

priority for a healthy prayer life: 1) Pray for your fellow believers. 2) 

Pray that divine opportunities might be opened for them, in their 

unique circumstances, for the sharing of the gospel and the verbal and 

clear expression of the living Jesus Christ our savior, with unbelievers. 

3) Pray that our fellow believers would more deeply know and cling to 

the truth of the precious gospel, so they speak it clearly and in the 

context and cultural dialect of the souls that so need it, and without 

timidity or uncertainty. The end of v3 brings in the issue of priority of 

speaking the gospel message to others, doesn’t it? “for which I have 

been imprisoned.” – Willing to go to jail! That’s a very high priority! 

 

In v4 uses the phrase, “I ought to speak” – and this speaks of a logical 

and moral necessity of one who has the power to change the outcome, 

as in, If I see a child about to be crushed by a runaway horse and cart, 

I am obliged (I ought) to run into the street to rescue them! – that kind 

of “ought”. The emergency-danger status of lost souls is to jab our 

affections, grip our attention and re-arrange our actual priorities. It is 

to reorder our internal feelings and sense of urgency, which results in 

real change of external action. Jonathan Edwards’, Sinners in the 

hands of an Angry God is good food for contemplation here. 

 

V5 fleshes out the right priority of the Christian’s life/walk with regard 

to unbelievers: Live/walk with self-aware, self-restraining wisdom, 

always looking for opportunities for the gospel. V6, Our speech is to 

be gracious, with a penetrating, preserving quality (salt) 1 Peter 3:15 

How the well-dressed Christian prays & behaves 

Living up our salvation in the now, the present tense, pt3 

Colossians 4:2-6 

Is there some item that is so important to your daily life that you feel 

undressed or unsettled and unprepared if you leave home without it? 

For some it might be your pocket knife, or a purse or wallet. For 

many, your phone. Perhaps it’s a set of things for you, like keys, 

phone and purse or wallet. 

 

As we saw in ch3, Paul describes the well dressed Christian – the one 

whose life is prepared for moral and spiritual action, prepared to walk. 

In the last part of ch3 and the 1st verse of ch4 he gives some specific 

examples of how that is worked out in certain common and 

challenging circumstances confronting believers in ancient Colossae. 

Beginning in 4:2, Paul pans out to the daily pattern, the walk of faith 

that is to be the godly set of habits ingrained in the life of all the 

spiritually well-dressed believers in Colossae. 

 

The first item, the essential habit in walking out the door into 

everyday life, that item you just can’t leave home without, because 

you’ll need it all day, is prayer! 

 

“The most important question is not how much work is being done 

but how much Jesus is doing through you. Look up; God’s ceiling is 

unlimited. Learn to look on Jesus, and more and more you will find 

that Jesus is directing your wandering look toward the Holy Spirit.” 

- - Corrie Ten Boom 


