- Order of Service -
Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

Yet not 1

279 Grace that is greater

276 The Love of God

Come behold the wondrous mystery

Announcements

e Midweek Bible Study, Weds

e Communion & Pot-Luck Today

e (enter for Life Choices
Read-A-Thon - July 1-26
Walk-for-Life Color Walk - July 26

What the well-dressed Christian wears

Living up our salvation in the now, the present tense, pt2
Colossians 3:12-17

€3 GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- ‘ love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.
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You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org
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What the well-dressed Christian wears

Living up our salvation in the now, the present tense, pt2
Colossians 3:12-17

There has been a legal death in your life, and it’s one you should be
overjoyed with. In Colossians 2:20 and 3:3, the blessed apostle
declares, as he does in Gal 2:20, that you have died with Christ on that
Roman cross, and that a new you is now not only alive, but is so
enveloped and in union with the resurrected Son of God, Jesus, that
God the Father loves and is in communion with you to the same
intensity as that of His beloved Son, and that the new you will be
revealed in stupendous, blinding glory with the Son at the rapture
(3:3-4).

In v5 you are told that, since there is a death, there needs to be a
funeral, a burial and a yard sale to get rid of the stuff from the former
life too! V6-7 reminds us of the walking-dead lifestyle of the you that
formerly lived, and aren’t you glad that that “you” is dead?! Yikes!
V8-9 are the yard sale of the stuff, the clothing of the old you, the
stuff of the former death-march.

In v10 is the beginning of dressing in your new, fresh set of excellent,
truly fine quality clothes, given as a gift to you at your new birth. And
when you do that, you find when you look in the mirror, that you
begin to see the very image of God Himself, in the flesh... Jesus!

v12 begins the description, the run-down, of what the well-dressed

Christian looks like, as you begin to put on the super-fine garment

layers and accoutrements that are your right by birth.\

e [t begins with a reminder of 3 wonderful things, indicating your
royal status, your new status in Christ. If you’ve ever read the
book, The Prince and the Pauper maybe you can capture a bit of
what’s happened here! Christ woke up one morning, having died in
your place and took you and your former life in fallen Adam on
himself as the wretched pauper, with the fetid, moldy old rags you
used to walk in, scrapping for your next lump of moldy bread in
the mean streets. He exchanged your old horrid life for His royal
one, and you woke up in His fantastic palace, full of inheritance,
wealth and freedom, with His clothes and all His riches!

o You’ve been: Chosen, you are Holy and you are the
Beloved of God!

12b, says, “Ok, now how does a real prince or princess dress?” So
you ask the butler, “what in the world does a royal person dress in? 1
am of the mean streets and am ignorant.” And he answers, “I’m so
very glad you asked, your royal highness! Let me show you! I can see
you 've had your bath, you smell heavenly, so let’s check out your
wardrobe!”

So 12b begins with the first layer, the inmost garments, ending with
the outer coat or jacket in v14 to finish the whole package of the “new

29

you.

By the time we get to v14, it is apparent that we are not the only royal
child in the family, but that we’re getting dressed to participate with, to
interact as beloved family with the other sons and daughters in the
royal court and life and duties in the realm of the One who paid to
bring us to this utterly marvelous place and elevated station in life.

V15, asks and answers the question, “But how do I know how, in
each interaction, with each new situation that feels so foreign and
new, what my attitude is to be? How do I regulate myself inwardly in
the midst of so many new relationships, so that my behavior
outwardly towards my new family is suitable in each of them?”

V16, If you get a new car, you get a new owner’s manual that tells
you how to operate it to enjoy it to the full measure. If you get a
new life, you get a new owner’s manual. Here is the, “Let’s get
started” quick summary of the owner’s manual, the instruction book
on proper and loving behavior in the royal house so that the house
hums in harmony and produces more joy and productivity. And it
focuses affections and appreciation in the right direction at the end of
the verse!

V17, “How do I know that my actions or my words are going to
reflect well my new status as a child of my royal Father? | mean, |
don’t want to sully His name or bring my royal family into disrepute!”
Answer: If you can rightly attach, “/ do and say this in the name, as
the royal representative of my Lord Jesus, and I do it in thankfulness
to God my Father.” Then do it. Otherwise, don’t do or say it.




