
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

• 374, He Leadeth Me 
• Jesus the Shepherd of my Soul 
• 459 I need Thee every Hour 

 
Announcements 
• Midweek Bible Study, Weds 
• Communion & Pot-Luck June 8th  
 

 

Hey, don’t be tense! 

Living up our salvation in the now, the present tense, pt 1 

Colossians 3:1-11 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 
 
 

 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 
Hey, don’t be tense! 

Living up our salvation in the now, the present tense, pt 1 

Colossians 3:1-11 

- June 1st, 2025 - 

 



The setup in Colossians 2: Paul ends chapter 2 with a 1st class 

conditional… If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles 

of this world… this :if you have” causes the reader to ask the question, 

“is that true of me? Ah, yes it is, I did die with Christ, so what follows 

must be true and for me 

 

3:1-2 begins with a follow on, “Therefore if you have been raised 

with Christ…” Which is another 1st class conditional connected to the 

conclusion of the previous one we just discussed. Since a believer can 

answer, “yes” to both, then what follows is for that believer. (and 

collectively, for the church in Colossae, and for us by inference). 

 

Where is Christ right now? – in heaven seated at the right hand of 

God the Father (definite article here “of the God”). So since we are 

raised up there with Christ, we are to continuously and diligently seek 

or inquire the things which are above. 

The Holy Spirit here instructs the believer to overtly and deliberately 

set the pattern of his/her life to the hum of activity, the rhythm of the 

activity of heaven where Jesus is, and decidedly not to the hum of 

activity, the rhythm of the activity of earthly things, where the world, 

the flesh and the Devil set the tone. “Things” here are not so much 

objects, but the affairs, the way of life and being. 

 

V3, Makes two astounding claims, two statements of profound 

fact: 

1) You have, in one completed action, died! (Gal 2:20) 

2) The new you that is alive, is so thoroughly identified by God with 

the Person and location of Christ, the Son, in hypostatic union of His 

two natures, that you are in the Father! (definite article – “in the 

God”.) Compare to John 1:18! 

 

V4, Our union and identity with Christ are so tightly bound by 

God, that when Christ is revealed, we are of necessity revealed with 

him in glory! (in the rapture – 1 Thess 4:16-18 and 1 John 3:2, and Col 

1:27.) 

 

V5a- If the above is true and resting firmly as a settled fact in the 

believers mind, (and not before – take heed) Paul says, then there is 

but one, decisive attitude and action to take: Kill it now! Consider it 

done and over with. 

5B – the evil impulses of who we are when we are alive to 

that which should be dead, and to whom we no longer owe 

the slightest allegiance. 

V8-9a, More of the same junk and rot. 

V9b-10, “old self” – who we were, and the whole sordid history of 

fallen Adam. “new self” -everything associated with the Last Adam. 

Hey, don’t be tense! 

Living up our salvation in the now, the present tense, pt 1 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Right now, oh believer, you are in the daily, moment-by-moment 

process of being saved by your God from the prevailing power of sin. 

In love and holiness, the work and authority of Christ seated above in 

the heavenlies, and the immediate/indwelling working of the Holy 

Spirit within are striving according to the desire of the Father for you 

to achieve power over and freedom from the earthly desires, impulses 

and desires of your flesh  

 

“I have been saved! 

I am being saved! 

I shall yet be saved!” 

 

The triune living God does this because He desires our ultimate 

happiness and good. He knows that the corrosive and gnawing effects 

of yielding to the normal, earthly pattern of living, and the normal and 

habitual impulses of our flesh stymie, frustrate and delay the onset and 

presence of real joy. Why? They pull back and turn away from 

genuine fellowship with living, holy, happy God Who is! 

 

May the God who loves us dearly, grant us a heart that is soft and 

pliable to Him. Oh Lord, make us truly convincible to the truth and 

allergic to the corrosive call of the flesh, and who we were before 

Christ Jesus saved us. 

 


