- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

33 Great is thy Faithfulness

18 Immortal Invisible

63 He is exalted

49 O for a thousand tongues to sing

Announcements

o Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:15pm

e May 4th, Communion & Pot-luck fellowship

e May 315, 1pm, Pete & Marolyn Memorial,
1st Baptist church, Ukiah, Burial June 2nd, 1pm,
Evergreen Cemetery, Boonville

Between the resurrection and ascension of Jesus

The divine commission of pastors/elders
John 21:15-17, 1 Peter 5:1-5

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

John 21:16

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
Between the resurrection and ascension of Jesus

The divine commission of pastors/elders
John 21:15-17, 1 Peter 5:1-5
- May 4t, 2025 -




Between the resurrection and ascension of Jesus

The divine commission of pastors/elders
John 21:15-17, 1 Peter 5:1-5

We’re continuing to dig for valuable gold ore in that period of time
between our Savior’s resurrection and His ascension. In the last
chapter of John’s gospel we find a surprising nugget. One of surprises
there is we find the connection between the now resurrected and now
immortal Shepherd, and the founding and commission of the vital
office of shepherd of Christ’s flock, the church. Jesus uses Peter as the
exemplar of shepherd, and some 3 decades later, an older and wiser
Peter under inspiration of the Spirit, turns and using Jesus’ charge to
him, now shapes and informs the commission of shepherds of Christ’s
flock, the church.

Let’s take a quick look at a matter so close to the heart of the
resurrected Jesus... the shepherding of His flock. o‘(
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John 21:1-14 — A quick snapshot of a visit from
a resurrected Jesus.
John has at least two main purposes in recording this event:

1) Jesus is fully divine — He both orders the fish to gather, and
He predicts/announces the precise location and time of their
harvest, down to the exact number. God commands the fish of
the sea!

2) Jesus is fully human — He prepares and eats fish, something
only a real human can do. He is not merely a ghost or spirit or
apparition. He’s a man that barbeques and eats.

Here John has us see the blessed and vastly important doctrine of the
union of the two natures of Jesus... He is God, and He is Man — the
hypostatic union of the two natures in the one person.

Now on to v15-17! That same God-Man, now asks Peter the same
guestion 3 times, and with each question provides a simple but
powerful command. Much ink has been spent on this passage by able
pastors and commentators. For today | want us to focus on just a
couple things:
1) Jesus asks and commissions Peter 3 times. This charge from
the God-Man, the Chief Shepherd of souls, corresponds to and
gives grace to Peter’s earlier 3 failures, his 3 denials of Christ

on the night of his trials before His crucifixion. Jesus had
prayed for Peter and Peter was thereby restored and now Jesus
graciously gives him 3 commands, or commissions.
2) The pattern of Jesus’s commissions goes like this:
a. Tend my Lambs.
i. Shepherd my Sheep.
b. Tend my Sheep.

Key points: They are Christ’s sheep, not Peters. They are His by right
of purchase (1 Cor 6:19-20, Acts 20:28). Peter is a responsible
steward, not an ultimate owner.

Tending (boskw) has to do with feeding, pasturing.

Shepherding (poimainw) has to do with strong guarding and oversight.
There is an intended direction of the actions of tending and
shepherding... a progression, from little lambs to mature sheep.

Let’s move forward some 3 decades now to 1 Peter 5:1-5

If you back up a couple verses in the end of ch 4, you see that the
elder Peter speaks of joining in the sufferings of Christ in this life (thus
we see the humanity of Christ — the suffering servant).

5:1-2 “Therefore...” connects what follows to what came before.
Peter now enjoins his fellow elders in the churches with the same
commands/commission that the newly resurrected Jesus had given him
those 3 decades before. V2 contains a precious observation: It is God’s
flock ultimately. Elders/Pastors are under-shepherds/stewards of
someone else’s flock.

Connect this to v4, and one can see the evaluation for faithful
stewardship and the great reward, an unfading crown of glory.

V5a, The response of the flock, especially led in a good response by
the younger men. “Be subject” (hupotassw): To array in good, ranked
order under authority, as in in the military.

5b, The response of everyone — shepherds and sheep alike— clothe
ourselves with humility, the humility of Christ towards one another (at
all times). And v6 has a bright promise!




