- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

243 All things bright and beautiful

238 Praise the Lord ye heavens adore him
All creatures of our God and king

237 This is my Father’s world

Announcements
o Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:15pm
e May 1st, Nat'l Day of Prayer, 12pm
Ukiah Courthouse
e May 4th, Communion & Pot-luck fellowship
e May 315, 1pm, Pete & Marolyn Memorial,
1st Baptist church, Ukiah

Between the resurrection and ascension of Jesus

The proofs, the commands and the waiting
Acts 1:1-11
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
Between the resurrection and ascension of Jesus

The proofs, the commands and the waiting
Acts 1:1-11
- April 27th, 2025 -




Between the resurrection and ascension of Jesus

The proofs, the commands and the waiting
Acts 1:1-11

The Book of the Acts of the Apostles is many wonderful things, but
primary among them is that it is Luke’s exposition of the mighty works
of God’s Holy Spirit among God’s people. The book is part 2 of Luke’s
history to his friend and possible patron, the excellent Theophilus (see
Luke 1:1-4). The two books lay out for Theophilus the history of the
ministry of God coming to the earth in the flesh in the person of the Son
(Gospel of Luke), and in God coming to the earth to work and dwell and
remain in God’s people in the person of the Holy Spirit (Acts of the
Apostles).

The first 11 verses of Acts 1 flesh out the details of the closing of
Jesus ministry on earth (Let’s read Luke 24:44-53). Since today is 1
week post-resurrection, it is fitting for us to look at what followed.

Acts 1:1-3, Jesus, after his resurrection did many convincing proofs
of His bodily being very alive. There are about a dozen recorded in the
New Testament, but there were apparently many more not recorded,
and He did this over a 40 day period. In that time he taught them about
the Kingdom of God.

At the end of that he gathered them (v2) and commanded them,

V4, 1) Don’t leave Jerusalem, 2) Wait for that which was promised by
the Father...

V5, Namely, the Holy Spirit. (Arriving shortly), and a key theme and
main character of the Book of Acts.

V6, Jesus harping on the kingdom brings to their mind a natural
guestion. When? Now?

V7-8, Jesus responds with at two things:
1) A revelation with an obscuration.
2) A promise and a prophesy which is a commission to
duty.

V9, The Lord Jesus is taken up bodily, to His Father’s abode
(where he goes to prepare a place for us).

V10 Two men, apparently angels, appeared beside them. And one
has to chuckle at the scene!

V11, And their question of the apostles reminds us of the questions
of the angels and of Jesus Himself with Mary at the empty tomb
(“Why are you weeping?”). John 20:13, 15). There are elements of
surprise and rebuke in both the tomb situation, and at the ascension.
Why? Because in both cases they have more than sufficient evidence
to believe the Word of God and of Jesus, and in the latter case before
the ascension, the commands of Jesus!

One is drawn back to the angel that appears in the temple to John the
Baptist’s dad, the priest Zacharias in Luke 1. The angel is shocked and
repulsed by Zacharias’ disbelief and question in v18. V19-20 are
Zacharias’ sentence for his failing to immediately believe the word of
the Lord from His holy angel!

It is cause for joy to revel in the fact that we have been given the
promised Holy Spirit who helps us understand and gives us power to
obey!

Look at what the Lord does with the disciples on the road to Emmaus,
Luke 24:25-32, and 36-45. He opened their eyes, and he opened the
minds to understand the Scriptures!

Return now to Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you.”

Question: How can we increase our appreciation, love and
obedience to the Holy Spirit who now indwells us who believe?

What prevents you from enjoying the full blessing of God’s Spirit
in you?




