- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

153 Hosanna loud hosanna
175 Lamb of God

Behold the lamb

Jerusalem

Announcements

o Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:15pm
e April 18 Good Friday service (6:30)
e April 20 Easter/Resurrection Day!

Palm Sunday
The disappointment of a people and of the Savior

Luke 19:28-45

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

- Teaching -

_Eric Peterman
Palm Sunday
The disappointment of a people and of the Savior

Luke 19:28-45
- April 13, 2025 -




Palm Sunday
The disappointment of a people and of the Savior

Luke 19:28-45

Have you ever been really and truly disappointed in a purchase? Maybe
it was a product or even a vacation spot. You saw the advertisements,
the flashy and exciting pictures of the product and happy people
enjoying it? The glowing description and the pictures illicit a sense of
anticipation of deep satisfaction and happiness. Then the promised
product arrives, or you arrive at the promised spot you've planned for
so long with your family, and it’s not at all what you expected.

When [ was a boy, I really liked flying and I wanted to own all things
flying. I saw a wonderful advertisement in the JC Penny catalog for a
wire controlled airplane. In fact it was Snoopy in his flying doghouse! |
built such excitement as [ worked and saved up for that flying Snoopy
doghouse. I imagined a flying doghouse on a 30’ line flying around on
our pasture doing loops and dives at my fingertip command. I placed
my order in the mail and waited and two weeks later a box came with
my name on it. It was somewhat smaller than I expected. But I tore into
it and followed the instructions to assemble it. And when I stepped back
to look at the final product, my heart sank in bitter disappointment. It
was a stupid little Styrofoam doghouse about 3 inches square, with a
little plastic poorly printed Snoopy, on the end of an ugly 18” coat-
hanger sized hard wire attached to a flimsy electric motor on a pad on
the floor that made it go around in an unvarying, boring circle. It broke
in about 5 minutes and I was very sad. | wished I'd paid a lot more
attention to the fine details in the ad.

Well, ancient Israel leading up to the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem had
been sold by their traditions, joined to their own fleshly desires, such a
false product. It was a half-truth. They were sold, and they bought the
idea of a promised and greatly anticipated King and a Kingdom of
political rescue from and dominance over their enemies, and a national
restoration to glory. Now it is true that a King and a kingdom were
promised/offered. But the fine print (and there was plenty of it) was
that because of their sin-guilt, that they could not enter that kingdom if
it came right then! Imagine it! No, a sacrifice of perfect, sufficient and
efficient blood would have to me made, and they were required to
acknowledge their need and rest their faith in the One who made it for
them!. They had not heeded all of the fine print in their own Tanakh!

Let’s see what happened on the morning of that Palm Sunday, March 28th
of 33AD. The day begins with Jesus and His disciples traveling over the Mount
of Olives. The Lord sent two disciples ahead into the village of Bethphage to
find an unbroken donkey colt to ride. They found it, just as Jesus had said they
would (19:29-30). When they untied the donkey, the owners began to question
them. The disciples responded with the answer Jesus had provided: “The Lord
needs it” (9:31-34). Consider the significance of Jesus mastering an unbroken
animal! (9:35) One is reminded of Him commanding the roiled sea to be calm!

As Jesus ascended toward Jerusalem, a large multitude gathered around Him.
In v38 the joyful anticipation of Messiah had reached fever peak as they were
singing the Passover song of assents, they pointed Psalm 118:26 at Jesus as its
fulfillment. Matthew 2118 has the additional detail, “Hosanna to the Son of
David”.

This crowd understood, Jesus was the Davidic Messiah; what they did not
understand was the spiritual conditions in them, in their hearts that were required
for them to enter Messiah’s kingdom. And that God’s grace would need to
radically transform them before they could enter it, and that the ultimate sacrifice
would need to be made for their sins against God, on their behalf by God
Himself in order to qualify them for Messiah’s kingdom. (John 3:3, 5, 14-15)
Because of this the kingdom would be mercifully delayed (some 1,992 years
thus far)—although Jesus had tried to tell them so (Luke 19:11-12). The
crowd’s actions along the road give rise to the name “Palm Sunday”: “A very
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the
trees and spread them on the road” (Matthew 21:8). In strewing their cloaks on
the road, the people were giving Jesus the royal treatment—King Jehu was given
similar honor at his coronation (2 Kings 9:13). John records the detail that the
branches they cut were from palm trees (John 12:13) — thus “Palm Sunday. ”

A few days later, Jesus will look out mournfully over Jerusalem at their over-
eager spiritual blindness, See Matthew 23:37-39 and feel the grief of Jesus in
those verses, landing on their own words in v39!

In fact, their great disappointment in their wrongly grounded expectations being
dashed has the same crowd a few days later shouting, “Crucify! Crucify! ” and
“Give is Barabbas! ” (Luke 23:18-25)

Is there a helpful lesson for us in the church from Palm Sunday? There is,
and it does not involve looking down on Israel, but looking instead in humility to
the healthy maintenance and love of Christ and His ’s church so that it and each
of us saved-by-grace ones in it now encourage a heart of faithfulness and warm
love and obedience: See Jesus’ letter to the church in Laodicea: Revelation
3:14-22. There is warning, and there is rich reward here. Which would you
have Jesus give us at GBF? Where is your heart today?




