- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

272 0 the deep deep love of Jesus
276 The love of God

174 What wondrous love is this

157 How deep the Fathers love for us

Announcements

o Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:15pm

e April 6, Communion and pot-luck

e April 10th (Lake) & 11th (Mendo) Mendo Lake
women'’s center - Free worship concert. Location
First Baptist Church Ukiah. Time 6:30.

e April 12, church work day (and approximately
around this date [TBA] we’ll be getting stage
carpeting installed so we will need all the stands
and wiring, etc, moved carefully off the stage).

o April 18 Good Friday service (6:30)

e April 20 Easter/Resurrection Day!

The mystery and hope of God in us

The gospel of the God of love, living in us weak vessels
2 Corinthians 4:1-7
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.
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Jars of clay

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
The mystery and hope of God in us

The gospel of the God of love, living in us weak vessels
2 Corinthians 4:1-7
- April 6%, 2025 -




The mystery and hope of God in us

The gospel of the God of love, living in us weak vessels
2 Corinthians 4:1-7

My goal today is simple and my message short and to the point! It is
to present the blazing light of the gospel of eternal life from God in
the person of Jesus the beloved Son. And to have the Living God
reach down and push back and collapse mortality and its claims and
concerns and drives and fears. Because that is the purpose of the
gospel: To crush death, to collapse mortality like one smashes and
kills a paper-mache tiger with a simple stick. The gospel defangs
and tames the awesome beast of death and laughs at its impotence
and false claims because it wields the weapon of the certain hope of
life immortal in the resurrection of Jesus and of those who cling to
Him.

Let’s begin with 2 Cor 3:17-18. The believer in the Lord Jesus is a person
whose spiritual blindness, like a veil, has been pulled away, and now the light of
the glory of God in the person of the Son shines right on our spirits and into our
hearts and ministers the joy of eternal life to us moment by moment, and
challenge by challenge.

Let’s read quickly down to v6: For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of
darkness”... The same creator God, the eternal Son, who spoke into existence
the light of physical creation at the beginning of the world, that same God is the
one who turn on the spiritual light of knowledge through the preaching and
reception of the good news, the gospel, so that in our mind’e eye the believer,
unlike anyone else, sees the light of the glory of God in the face our our savior,
Jesus Christ!

V7, have you ever thought how completely unlikely and strange and how
almost shocking it is, that the stupendous power of the gospel that brings
eternal, unending life and powerful immortality to those who simply believe its
claims, that that life generating truth from heaven abides in such feeble crackpots
as you and 1? I mean Scripture compares our mortal life to a mere vapor and to
the flower that springs up for a moment and then withers away.

Well the more we ponder that and are taken aback by it, and the more we
experience the pains and see and feel the frailty of mortal life in these
Shadowlands, the more our hearts can fully grasp just how big, powerful,
inexorable and wonderful is the gospel and the wonderful hope of eternal life,

immortal and indestructible life, that breaks out in full light, and its brilliance
drowns out the dim shadows.

The gospel humbles us and all temporal human efforts at constructing
permanence and meaning separate from God, by its sheer audacity, power and
magnitude, doesn’t it? Like a magnifying glass held to the sun, the gospel
focuses the heat of the rays of light of the love of God in heaven and burns off in
a whisp of smoke our sin, our mortal frame and all our paper-thin self-effort and
pretend goodness. This is why the end of the verse says, “that the surpassing
greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; ”

How does the gospel work? Or to ask it another
way: How does God work in the gospel?

Ephesians 2:1-2, Here’s our former status and how we lived, and the One
calling the shots and jerking our chains to make us dance to his stupid tune.

V3 Here’s who we were grouped with and what we were like. And by our
very nature, we were ”children of wrath”!

This is the tragic emptiness of the whole course of human affairs and of
individual lives, absent the intervening mercy and grace of God. And the
sooner the Christian takes off their rose-colored glasses, the better we can see
how things really are with people, as God sees them truly.

V4, But God - rich in mercy and true love! V5, while we were still dead in
our sins and trespasses, made us spiritually alive by supernaturally joining us to
Christ in His resurrection power!

V6, God’s power in Christ raised us spiritually from the dead just as Jesus
was raised physically. (There will be a time when we too are raised physically!)
We are now spiritually and surely seated with Jesus the Lord of eternal Life, in
the heavens!

V7, Her’s God’s purpose in showing the glory of His undeserved grace in
Christ Jesus! We are the long-intended beneficiaries and the children of the
inheritance of His joy in our union with the glorious, mortality-crushing ever-
living, ever-blessing, ever-blessed Christ Jesus, the God-man!




