
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Hymn of the Savior 
291 Come ye sinners 
Jesus our Judge and our Savior 
In that day 
 
Announcements 
• Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:15pm 
• March 29th, 9am Hartstone work-day, lunch is 

included 
• April 10th (Lake) & 11th (Mendo) Mendo Lake 

women’s center - Free worship concert. Location 
First Baptist Church Ukiah. Time 6:30. 

• April 6, Communion and pot-luck 
• April 18 Good Friday service (6:30) 
• April 20 Easter/Resurrection Day! 

 
 

 

What does spiritual growth really look like? 

Applying the Law of Christ. Pt. 8 

Philippians 2:1-9 

 
You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 

 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 

 
 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

What does spiritual growth really look like? 

Applying the Law of Christ. Pt. 8 

Philippians 2:1-9 

- March 23rd, 2025 - 

 



A quick examination of Gal 6:3-4 reveals a fundamental duty, a spiritual 

discipline that arises as not merely a command of the Law of Christ, but a 

marvelous secret to the happiness of the believer. The Law of Christ is for our 

great joy and happiness, and yields fruit now and in the ages to come when we 

are with the Lord forever: Judging oneself rightly, as a blood-bought child of 

God, in the light of the revelation of Christ and His Word is the fundamental 

duty. That duty precedes and is the only right foundation for v1-2. Judge 

yourself rightly first, then you can fulfill the duty to judge your brother’s 

situation rightly, so as to help them out of the entrapping sin that has ensnared 

them. This is not a command not to judge our brother (a half-baked ideal among 

many immature Christians). It is rather a command to judge without personal 

bias or motivation or self-elevation so that we can judge aright so as to help 

them and to tightly serve the body of Christ. 
 

Let’s go under the hood and see how the basic mechanics and motivations of 

applying the Law of Christ works in our lives. Look at our key text, Phil 2:1-9. 

V1-2 call every believer to a mutuality of shared values, one body of truth, to be 

bound together in one love under the reign and control of the fellowship of the 

one Holy Spirit. 

 

V3 is the pointy end of the stick! Pay strict attention here. Mull this over 

and count the cost of Christian happiness and joy in the Spirit here: It 

contains 1 negative command – “do nothing” and one positive command – 

“regard one another”. V4 shows us practically how this should work out in a 

real-life testable way of our actions. 

 

V5-8, Christ as our great Light, our Path and our great Example. 

 

V9, The ultimate goal of true, demonstrated humility is not ultimate 

humiliation, but eschatological and eternal exaltation and glory! 

The Christian life is a great athletic field, and the race is against ourselves, to 

outrun and outcompete and outfight our self-centered, stupefying flesh. To walk 

in the Spirit of humility is to strip or daily self-walk of its vainglory, to show it 

for what it is: a rotten, joyless and pointless temporal bit of fluff. Look at James 

4:6 and 1 Peter 5:5. Note carefully where the power of God’s supernatural 

empowering and joy-giving abides here! God’s grace. And it comes to the 

humble. 

 

How would the Law of Christ in this particular way be worked out in our 

self-control as an ethic of speech and regulation of emotion? 

See James 1:19 

 

All of this is rooted in deeper foundation of Jesus’s command to His 

disciples. John 13:34-35 

 

This command of Jesus is a broad and deep foundation, and defines and 

shapes the motivations rooted in Jesus Himself. It is, we might say, a prime 

driver for the more detailed fleshing out of the Law of Christ for us. And this 

fleshing out is what the commands and prohibitions and principles are for us in 

the church age, the age of the Spirit. The believer’s heart and conscience are to 

be bound by this Spirit filled regulative principle. Obedience to Christ comes 

from the Person of Christ fleshed out in the doctrine of the Apostles, for and to 

us. To the eternal glory of Christ and the honor of the Father, by the working of 

the Spirit, to the joy and glorification of the Saints. We are not lawless, but we 

are empowered mightily and divinely. 

What does spiritual growth really look like? 

Applying the Law of Christ. Pt. 8 

Philippians 2:1-9 

We’ve been laying out a Biblical view of the Law of God as it relates 
to and is applied to people and groups in succeeding periods and in 
relation to the great event and work of the  cross of Christ. We’ve 
looked at Adam, Noah, Abraham, and Moses, and the Law of God as 
it is expressed in each of their times in human history. This concept 
of unfolding of a great truth is known as Progressive Revelation. 
We’ve begun the unfurling of the flag and banner of the principle 
under which we now live in the age of the Spirit, in the body of 
Christ, until the rapture of His beloved, the church. This is the Law of 
Christ. 

 A couple Sundays ago we were enriched by an aspect of the Law of 
Christ in Galatians 6:1-5. Like a soldier of old, sharpening his 
sword, we’re finally starting to feel our way along and up the edge 
of the blade to finally test out the sharp end of the stick regarding 
this regulative principle for us as Christians and as His church, the 
Law of Christ.  


