- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

Hymn of the Savior

291 Come ye sinners

Jesus our Judge and our Savior
In that day

Announcements

o Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:15pm

e This coming Saturday, 9am GBF workday! Lots of
good projects to complete!

e March 29th, 9am Hartstone work-day, lunch is
included

o April 10th (Lake) & 11th (Mendo) Mendo Lake
women’s center - Free worship concert. Location
First Baptist Church Ukiah. Time 6:30.

What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian is alive to the Law of Christ. Pt. 7
1 Corinthians 9:19-21 & Galatians 6:2

& g B'BLE FELLOWSHIP

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

What is the

Law of Christ?

(Galatians 6:2; 1 Corinthians 9:21)

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -

Eric Peterman

What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian is alive to the Law of Christ. Pt. 7
1 Corinthians 9:19-21 & Galatians 6:2
- March 16th, 2025 -




What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian is alive to the Law of Christ. Pt. 7
1 Corinthians 9:19-21 & Galatians 6:2

Last Sunday we undertook to understand the teaching of Galatians 2
and the fact and the implications of the Christian in this dispensation
being dead to the Law of Moses and being instead Christ being alive
in the believer. Today we are going to begin exploring what it means
to be alive in Christ. And part of that is that though the “me” and
“you” that, along with Paul, is dead to the Law of Moses, the new me
and you (now Sons of God) are very much alive to God’s Law, and
that is the Law of Christ. In other words, we're not lawless as Sons of
God, but we are under a new law code, or principle.

A biblical law code is a set of rules issued by God to a specific group
of people, for a specific time or age. It is binding on that specified
group alone; and they are aware that it is binding. The law codes are
based on the character of God, applied uniquely to the people under
them. To violate the law code that is currently in effect is to commit
a trespass against God, which is a sin to do. but it is important to
note that it is not trespass to violate a law in a previous (or future)
law code.

So for example, Adam was not required to circumcise his sons, nor
celebrate communion. Adam and Eve could wear mixed fabrics if
they so chose. Abraham did need to circumcise his sons but could eat
shrimp to his heart’s content. Moses did circumcise his sons, could
not wear mixed fabrics, nor eat shellfish, but he could eat any fruit
he wanted to, unlike Adam. Cain was not executed for murdering his
brother (Gen 4). Peter was allowed to “kill and eat” any formerly
unclean animal (Acts 10).

Why? Because they were all under different law codes or principles.

So is lobster back on the menu? Yes. Is circumcision a thing of the
past? Yes. Can I make my daughter a prostitute, can I commit
adultery, can I murder or lie? Nooooo. But wait!? Aren’t we then
arbitrarily selecting which laws to keep? I never said we’re not under
any law. I said we are not under the Law of Moses. Jesus gave us a
new and elevated law code. Our text this morning clearly states it.

Because God’s law is rooted in and an expression of God’s nature and holy
character, there are naturally a number of similarities between Moses’ Law and
the Law of Christ. There are laws that overlap. In fact nine of the Ten
Commandments of the Mosaic Laware repeated as binding in the New
Testament as it applies to Christians. But the reason we don’t murder and don’t
steal, and yet we can lawfully enjoy playing basketball on a Saturday, is because
the New Testament teachings for the church age are indeed binding on us as the
Law of Christ for us, not because we’re under the explicit Ten Commandments
in the Law of Moses. They key is to avoid equating the term, The law of God
with The Law of Moses/the Torah. The passing away of the latter is not the doing
away of the former.

Now our motivation and means for obeying the Law of Christ and how that is
fleshed out is different in some key ways for the Christian indwelt by the Spirit
than the Israelite citizen under the Law of Moses. See Gal 5:22-24. The Law of
Moses promised earthly, temporal and national blessings. The Law of Christ
promises heavenly and eternal (“set your mind on things above”) and body-life
and evangelism blessings (“go and make disciples...”) and also comes with the
warning of those on earth hating us and even loss of temporal happy
circumstances (Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you — 1Jn 3:13
& 1 Pet 4:12)

What is the Law of Christ? Here is a working definition: All the teachings
and commands and prohibitions and implications thereof and moral examples of
Jesus, when properly and contextually applied to believers and the church in this
age, and continued and expanded with equal authority via Christ’s Holy Spirit in
the teachings, commands and prohibitions and implications thereof of Christ’s
apostles as given in the epistles and rest of the NT, properly and contextually
applied. In other words, everything Christ commands us, either via the Gospels
or via his Apostles. These are universally binding on the conscience of the
church age believer.

The relational apex of this is summarized in John 13:34-35. Remember though,
that love is not opposed to the Law of God, nor does it replace a proper
command or prohibition or implication thereof or principle taught. Love is these
things fleshed out in obedience. In other words, to be love, it must also be true.
Love embodies revealed truth, just as Jesus embodies God Himself.




