- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

Lo he comes with clouds descending

Jesus our Judge and our Savior

Turn your eyes

5351 know whom I have believed

Announcements

e Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:15pm

e March 22nd, Saturday, 9am GBF workday! Lots of
good projects to complete!

e March 29th, 9am Hartstone work-day, lunch is
included

e April 10th (Lake) & 11th (Mendo) Mendo Lake
women'’s center - Free worship concert. Location
First Baptist Church Ukiah. Time 6:30.

What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian and Death to the Law of Moses. Pt. 6
Galatians 2:15-21

Yy GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

7.
OAN AND T NO LONGER
W LIWVE, BUT CHRIST
LIVES N ME.
GALATIANS Z:20

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -

Eric Peterman

What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian and Death to the Law of Moses. Pt. 6

Galatians 2:15-21
- March 9th, 2025 -




What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian and Death to the Law of Moses. Pt. 6
Galatians 2:15-21

Question: Just what is the Christian’s vital relationship to God in the
Law of Moses (or to the Law written on the heart, being made in the
image of God - also known as Natural Law)? This is the central issue
in the Paul’s letter to the Galatian church which was being enticed to
turn to obedience to the Law as a necessary means of gaining and
maintaining right standing with God, even after trusting in Christ
through faith alone. Can a sinner gain right standing with God (be
justified) by obedience to Law? Can a saint maintain right standing
(justification) by obedience to Law?

Let’s explore this question and others today in Paul’s letters to
Galatia and Rome. Once we've done that today we can go on in a
coming Sunday to ask, then what Christian obedience is, and what
law or principle are we under for obedience and growth in Christ?
And we can better discover the right uses of the Law of Moses in the
Christian life. Since the NT epistles use the terms sins and
transgressions, and if we’re not under the Law of Moses, what is the
standard we should use to define a sin and a transgression?

But for today, let’s focus in on the Christian believer’s relation to the
Law.

Galatians 2:11-14, There it is, staring us right in the face! Even the
apostle Peter fell back into pressing on Gentile Christians the
requirements of the Law of Moses. Paul rightly saw this as not only an
important error, but one affecting the gospel itself!

2:15-19a, Adherence to the Law never brought anyone into right
standing with God. The Law never produced such perfection of good
works in a fallen person that they stood in perfect justice before God.
Rather it was faith in the perfect Jesus Christ that brought peace and
justification to the sinner. In v18 Paul says, “Look, in my ministry I
have torn down any idea of relying on obedience to the Law for
salvation. But even if [ should build up the Law again, it would only

serve to point out my sin and need for the Savior! The Law has done
what it was intended, so why go back to it for salvation?”

19b-21, Paul gives a shocking claim! The Law killed him, he is no
longer alive, and that is a very excellent state of affairs! The Law
served it’s fatal purpose and having served its purpose, it laid down
it’s weapon.v20 “I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I
who live...” The identify of Paul that was alive, that is the sinner Paul,
irritated and sin-quickened by the commands of the Law, died on the
cross in Christ’s death there. (co-crucified). A new life was imparted
to Paul, a life that is no longer related to or responsive to Law, but is
instead the eternal life of the resurrected Christ, obtained and fed by
faith in God the Son!

V21 glorifies the free grace of God by faith alone and points out the
radical effect of Christ’s death on the cross!

Let’s turn briefly to Romans 7:1-6 for another view of being dead to
Law.

To bring this to a completed idea, look at Galatians 3:15-4:7
V15-18, The gracious promises God made to Abraham, received by
him not by obedience and good works, but by simple faith (Abraham
was saved by faith alone), are in no way annulled or set aside by the
imposition of the Mosaic Covenant (a covenant of performance and
works).

V19-22 — The Law pointed to Christ, but shut up or jailed
everyone under its guardianship, until Christ came and faith in
Him was revealed. The Law aught us what virtue was, but it
offered no power or ability to attain it enough to control sin. It could
not change us from the inside out! Christ did that by exchanging
Himself for us!

V23-27, The Law served as a custodian, an uptight and ultra-strict Pedagogue,
until the time of majority, of sonship came in the freedom and maturity of Christ
and the gospel!

The toga praetexta vs The togo virilis

V28-29, In the robes of legal son-ship, race, gender or social standing — nothing!




