- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

373 Savior like a shepherd lead us
Jesus the shepherd of my soul

For all that you have done

364 Be still my soul

Announcements

o Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:15pm

e Communion & Pot-Luck, Next Sunday, Mar 2nd

e April 10th (Lake) & 11th (Mendo) Mendo Lake
women'’s center - Free worship concert. Location
First Baptist Church Ukiah. Time 6:30.

What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian and the Law of God. Pt. 4
Deuteronomy 30:1-10

¢3 GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

“Remember the Law of Moses, My servant,
which I commanded him

in Horeb for all Israel,

with the statutes and judgments.’
MALACHI 4:4

I

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -

Eric Peterman
What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian and the Law of God. Pt. 4

Deuteronomy 30:1-10
- February 23rd 2025 -




What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian and the Law of God. Pt. 4
Deuteronomy 30:1-10

The term, “the Law of God”, or “the Law” most often in the Scriptures
refers to the Mosaic Covenant, also known as the Law of Moses. The
law (torah in Hebrew, hé nomos in Greek) refers primarily (though
not exclusively) to the Sinai covenant and its renewal at Moab in
Deuteronomy 30. It was given by the LORD as a binding covenant to
Israel around 1445BC. And it is organically related to the Creation,
Noahic and Abrahamic covenants that came before it. It relies on
them. The Mosaic Covenant, the Law of Moses, was a conditional
covenant, with wonderful promises for keeping it, and curses for
breaking it.

Now this is vitally important: An Israelite keeping the Law of Moses
or any of us keeping the law of God in general leads to eternal life.
But here’s the catch, only if one does this perfectly consistently
without fail their entire life. Matt. 5:48 “Therefore you are to be
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” As a matter of fact, no
one except Jesus has kept the Law perfectly. No ancient Israelite was
ever justified/saved eternally by keeping the Law of Moses. “The just
shall live by faith” is the testimony of Scripture. Faith in God alone
saves eternally in all dispensations.

But in many ways, the Law anticipates, necessitates and points
forward to the coming of Christ as both the completed covenant
sacrifice and the fulfillment of the Law. And the blessing of this
abounds to Jew and Gentile in this church age, and as the gracious
blood shed for the dawning of the New Covenant of perfect Spirit
enabled obedience for Israel and Judah in the yet coming kingdom.
So shall we feast on God’s word of revelation to us?

Let’s start with my Powerpoint on the Law of Moses. Which I’ve also
uploaded to our Facebook page for your own review and study.

The Law of Moses was given for several reasons. One of which is to reveal to
the whole world what God’s holiness looks like when lived out among a
people in a certain time and setting and place. It was also given to set an
unmistakable standard external to the heart. Just as God’s explicit commands
in the garden for Adam, the Law sets up a fence with a “no-trespassing” sign. In

this sense it acts as a trip-wire for awareness of sin. It makes an unmistakable
claim that one is violating God’s holiness. This is what is termed in the Bible as
a “trespass,” a violation of a clear demarcation, fence or limit. The Law was also
given to point to Christ and the ultimate blood sacrifice given as a gift, and
with no need of constant repeat of blood sacrifice for sin.

The Law was also given to prove to man the sinfulness of man and our own
inability to live righteous before God. The log and tragic history of Israel right
up through the gospels is proof of this fact. It was designed to lead man to the
need for grace, freely given from God to sinful and helpless mankind. And the
change in priesthood from Levitical/Aaronic to the risen Jesus marks a sharp
change away from the Mosaic Law! See Heb 7:11-17.

The Mosaic Law was given in redemptive history as part of God’s plan, its
central purpose was to reveal God’s holy character, the nature of human sin by
imprisoning Israel under sin, and also instruct how God would graciously
redeem in priesthood and sacrifice (e.g., Gal 3:24-25; Rom. 3:19-20; 5:20; 7:7-
12; 8:2-3; Col. 2:14; Heb. 7:11; 10:3). The Mosaic Law held out the promise of
life (Lev. 18:5; Rom. 2:13; Gal. 3:12), but due to human propensity to sin it
could not save us despite it being “holy, righteous, and good” (Rom. 7:12). In
fact, God never intended the Mosaic Law to save us, yet in its typological
patterns (e.g., sacrificial system, tabernacle-temple, priesthood, etc.) it pointed
forward to how God would redeem not only Israelites but all kinds of people..

But in the end, God’s righteousness comes as a free gift apart from, separate
from the Mosaic covenant (Rom. 3:21), and that gift powers grace in this age,
and the grace to give Spirit-filled perfect law obedience to Israel/Judah via the
New Covenant during the coming kingdom age. (Rom. 3:21-31; 8:2-4; Gal 3:13-
14; 4:4-7, Jer 31:31).

Now, does this mean that the Law of Moses has no purpose for us in the church,
under grace? Not at all. It does all the above things for us. It also provides a
moral framework of holiness that is ratified in the NT. It is Scripture, holy
Scripture and is given for our instruction. Romans 15:4




