- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

1 Holy, holy, holy

Glorious Christ

Holy Spirit living breath of God
7 Wonderful Merciful Savior

Announcements

o Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:15pm

e March 29th, 9am Hartstone work-day, lunch is
included

o April 10th (Lake) & 11th (Mendo) Mendo Lake
women'’s center - Free worship concert. Location
First Baptist Church Ukiah. Time 6:30.

What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian and the Law of God. Pt. 3
Romans 5:12-17
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
What does spiritual growth really look like?

The Christian and the Law of God. Pt. 3
Romans 5:12-17
- February 16t 2025 -




What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian and the Law of God. Pt. 3
Romans 5:12-17

We are having a fascinating and life-illuminating discussion about
the Law of God. Last Sunday we gleaned the truth that God’s Law is
God Himself, in His triune being. That is that even before it is
expressed externally to His creatures, from eternity past God in His
very subsistence is upright, holy, and true and that Law of God, that
regulating divine principle, is inherent in the ever-living relationship
of Father, Son and Spirit. God does not make up Law extrinsic to
Himself. This fact, that God’s Law is God Himself is true without
regard to the existence of the universe or God’s creatures in it. From
that we can now properly step into this created world and explore
the second aspect of God’s Law as it interacts with us as His
creatures.

So let’s propose this second aspect in relation to us as this: The Law
of God is God’s necessary, absolute and objective demand on his
Moral Creatures, and it could not be otherwise. Necessary,
because it proceeds from His Being and nature and could not be
otherwise. That is, God cannot conceive of a moral universe other
than the one that is. God does not make up out of whole cloth a
moral code for us. Absolute, because there is no higher moral
standard, nor does it countenance any competitors. Objective,
because it is knowable and communicable among God’s moral
creatures.

Now we’ll have three more aspects to explore: The Law of God as
Scripture, The Law of God as the Mosaic Covenant (how we often
think of the term, “the Law”), and The Law of God as the Law of
Christ.

So shall we dig in and grow in our knowledge of God and of
ourselves??

As our Creator and Lord, God deserves and so demands perfect obedience and
loyal love (hesed in Hebrew, Agape in Greek) from his moral creatures, both
human and angelic. In this context, the “law of God” refers to his specific
commands and demand from us. In creation, this is reflected in God’s command

to Adam (Gen. 2:16-17), which is more than a one-time command. Ultimately,
God’s demand on Adam, his image-bearer and covenant creature, is to perfectly
obey God in a relationship of love and trust.

From the day of creation, God’s proper demand on Adam, and by extension to
all humanity, is to love Him with all that we are and consequently, our neighbor
as ourselves. Adam was not created for isolation but for community, first to
know and love God, and then to know and love his wife, family, and by extension
the human community (God’s first “not good” was, “it is not good that man is
alone.”). The Great Commandment (Matt. 22:36-40), then, starts not with the
Law of Moses, nor with Jesus, but in creation itself as the primal command, and
is found in all the biblical covenants! While specific commands will vary from
Biblical covenant to covenant through history, the underlying absolute and
objective moral demand is throughout them all! In fact, all moral law coalesces
around and fleshes out this primal command.

We use the category of “law” (vs. “gospel”) to describe God’s absolute demand
on his image-bearers to love, trust, and obey him completely and fully (Matt
5:48). Because we are God'’s, and under the covenant and federal headship of
Adam, all humans are inherently under this obligation the moment we are
conceived. In this vital sense, Adam is not different from we, his children. In this
sense, when we come into this world we are Adam (legally speaking, which
implies we really need to be born again!). And to not love and obey God, as
Adam did not, is sin and condemnation, which sadly, is what happened in Adam,
and now the entire human race (Rom. 5:12-21; cf. 3:23; 6:23).

God has created us in His image (imago dei) to be holy like him and to live in
loving relation to God and one another according to the created order that flows
from His nature. This is why all people ought to love God, to value human life
(see Gen. 9:6), and to live according to what God has commanded and
established in creation. Included is a right and proper use of our sexuality and
the establishment of marriage and the family. To violate God’s created order is
treasonous rebellion against God Himself, to become idolaters, and to fall
naturally under God’s just condemnation. For this reason, Paul can appeal to
what all people know from viewing creation and their conscience, yet sadly
actively suppress and reject, as the grounds for their condemnation (Rom. 1:18-
32; cf 2:12-13).

After Adam’s sin God’s absolute demand continues unabated on all people, and
due to our sin we stand condemned and under the sentence of death (Gen 3:17-
19; Rom. 3:23; 6:23). Our only hope is found in the provision of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who is fully human and thus in his life as the Last Adam is able to render
perfect obedience in our place (Rom. 5:12-21; Heb. 2:5-18), but also who is the
divine Son who alone can satisfy his own demand against us as the one who
bears as our substitute the penalty for our treasonous sins! The God-Man!




