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Romans 6:12-19

Psalm 119:17-18, 33-35 We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
Your words are wonderful crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
Time of prayer and heavenly seating.
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What does spiritual growth really look like?

The Christian and the Law of God. Pt. 2
Romans 6:12-19

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate - Teaching -
Eric Peterman
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the What does spiritual growth really look like?

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.

- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - The Christian and the Law of God. Pt. 2
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What does spiritual growth really look like?
The Christian and the Law of God. Pt. 2
Romans 6:12-19

Let’s start with a definition of the term, the “law of God”. In summary
it refers to God’s commands given to his creatures to regulate their
lives, their worship and moral behavior. While, in Scripture the “law
of God” certainly includes this idea but it’s also used in a variety of
ways, most importantly in the context of covenant relationships
between God and people. Law (torah in the OT, instruction; and
nomos in the NT) is predominately tied to divine covenants,
beginning in creation with Adam all the way to the New Covenant
with Israel and Judah in the future Millennial kingdom, mediated
thru the blood of Jesus on the cross, and meted out in that age
through Christ the Son of David. In fact, in Scripture and theology,
we can speak of the law of God in at least five distinct ways.

In fact, the concept and term “the law of God” cannot be properly
understood apart from God as the Creator and Covenant Lord, and
the establishment and fulfillment of all the biblical covenants,
starting with God’s covenant and commands to Adam in the garden,
on through Noah, then through the Law in the Mosaic covenant, the
blood of Jesus in ratifying the OT promised new covenant with Israel
and Judah, the excess and sufficient merit of that shed blood also
establishes and empowers for the church the Law of Christ right
now, on to the establishment of the New Covenant in the hearts of
Israelites in the kingdom to come. So the Law of God is fundamental
to understanding God’s character and his interaction with us in
redemptive history. In fact, it and man’s response it it, is the ultimate
determining factor for all events in human history.

That’s quite a thought, isn’t it?

First, The Law of God... is God Himself (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). At
the start and ground of all thinking about God and His Law we must think of the
“law of God” in terms of the nature of the eternal divine Being. The triune God
is Himself the law because his will and nature are irrevocably, immutably,
infinitely holy, good and true. He is, by the nature of His existence and being,
the moral standard of His universe. 1 John 1:5, “This is the message we have
heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no

darkness at all.” Thus, God alone has the right and authority to reveal out of
Himself what is right and wrong, and to hold his moral creatures, both human
and angelic, accountable to whether they have perfectly obeyed His commands.
Euthyphro’s dilemma with Socrates, “Is a thing or command good just
because God says it is, or does God say the thing is good because of some moral
quality in it outside of God? ” (ie, does God arbitrarily say a thing is morally
good, or is God bound to some standard of good outside of himself? In which
case there is something greater than God.)

Euthyphro needn’t have gotten stuck on the horns of his dilemma: Why is
this so? Because his God is too small. God is the uncreated, independent, self-
sufficient Lord, the Creator of the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1-2; Acts 17:24-
25). He alone has “life from himself” (aseity), which not only entails his self-
existence, but also that he is in Himself the standard of what is right. Scripture
underscores this truth in its emphasis on divine holiness (Ex. 3:5-6; 15:11; Lev.
11:44; 19:1; Isa. 6:1ff; 57:15; Ezek. 1-3; Heb. 12:28; 1Pet. 1:15-16; 1Jn. 1:5;
Rev. 4). Moral standards exist among us objectively solely because God IS.

Holiness, in Scripture, has a primary and secondary sense to it.

First, it refers to God’s transcendent self-sufficiency—God is “high and lifted
up”—the “Holy One” Deut 26:15, Isaiah 6:1-3. 1Chron. 16:10, 35; 29:16; Psa.
3:4; 11:4; 20:6; 22:3; 28:2; 48:1; 65:4; Isa 6:1; 40:12-26; 45:11; 47:4; 48:17;
52:10; 54:5; 55:5; 57:13-15; 63:10; Jer. 25:30; Ezek. 28:14; Joel 2:1; Amos 2:7;
Zech. 2:13

Secondarily, it refers to God Himself (not merely a social code we agree to) as
the standard of moral perfection in contrast to fallen men and angels. That is
why, in light of sin, God’s holiness stands in stark and fatal contrast against our
sin! Isaiah 6:5 Lev. 19:2; 20:3, 26; Josh. 24:19; 1Sam. 6:20; Psa. 24:3; 60:6;
89:35; 145:17; 1Sam. 5:16; Jer. 23:9; Ezek. 22:8, 26; 36:22; 39:7; Hos. 11:9;
Amos 4:2; Mal. 2:11; Heb. 7:26; 12:10; 1Pet. 1:15-16; Rev. 15:4

It is true that God is love (1Jn. 4:10), but love and holiness are inextricably
intertwined and they interpenetrate each other infinitely and totally in the Divine
Being. God is the totality of His attributes. Without them God doesn’t exist.
God’s holy love is revealed, especially in Christ’s cross and our justification.
John, for example, does not think of God’s love as overlooking of our sin; rather,
he views divine love as that which loves the wicked, unlovely and undeserving.
In fact, the supreme display of God’s love is found in the Father giving his own
Son as our propitiation that turns back his own holy anger against us and satisfies
the demands of justice on our behalf (1Jn. 2:1-2; 4:8-10). Thus, in Christ’s
cross we see the greatest demonstration of God’s holiness, justice, righteousness
and love, where the God of sovereign grace shows himself to be just and the
justifier of those who have faith in Christ Jesus (Rom. 3:21-26).

God alone is the Judge of the earth (Gen. 18:25), who always acts consistently

with who and what He is. The gospel of God’s grace is stark and raw!




