
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Behold our God 
Be exalted Oh God 
4 Come thou almighty King 
God the uncreated one 
Announcements and Prayer requests 

 

 
 

• Midweek Bible Study, Weds 6:30pm 
 

• Next Sunday is Communion & Pot Luck 
 

• Remember to return your Center for Life Choices 
baby bottles next Sunday 

 
• Valentine Dinner text your RSVP to Abigail today 

 

What does spiritual growth really look like? 

What the Lord requires of us, the Holy Spirit empowers 

2 Peter 1:1-11 

 

 You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 

 
 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

What does spiritual growth really look like? 

What the Lord requires of us, the Holy Spirit empowers 

2 Peter 1:1-11 

- January 26th 2025 - 

 



2 Peter 1:1 The aged apostle Peter starts out with a bang! He 
writes to believers as, those who have “received a faith” of the 
same nature and preciousness as that of the apostles. 

And this faith comes by the means, and on the basis of the virtues of 
our God, the Savior, Jesus Christ! (This is a Granville-Sharp 
construction – our God and Savior is Jesus Christ.). A clear claim 
that Jesus IS the God. What’s Peter’s point? The Christian’s saving 
faith, shared by the apostles themselves and growth in it which he 
lays out in the verses that follow, are all from the deliberate act of 
God our Savior, Jesus! 
V2, Here Peter incorporates the Father “of (the) God” and the 
Son as the treasure of true knowledge and fountainhead of Grace 
and Peace. Peter uses a term for knowledge in this passage that 

evokes true, full, comprehensive knowing – where one takes facts and 

adds familiarity, repetition and then experience – resulting in true 

expertise! 

V3-4, God has exerted His powers to freely gift us everything 

needed for a spiritual growth and mature life, a life of godly moral 

excellence. He has done this by expositing the treasure of true 

knowledge in Himself, calling us by the power of His own divine 

nature. Grounded in and flowing out of that excellent divine nature he 

has, in love, gifted us precious and magnificent promises. “Partakers 

of the divine nature” – comes by the indwelling Paraklete – the Holy 

Spirit! 

V5-7 are the 7 key building blocks of Christian virtue – these are 

the upward, spiritual path of growth in the Lord. Peter urges the 

individual and corporate application of all diligence in pursuing these 

in increasing measure! You are to do it! We are to do it! 

This is a vital to understand here: What the Lord requires of us, His 

Spirit empowers and enables in us to do! 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

V8 connects us to v11 – Usefulness and spiritual fruitfulness (in these 

virtues) result in reward in the eternal kingdom to come! 

V9-10 are a don’t and a do! Don’t be this, instead be this! V10 

speaks of making certain our calling and choosing. “Certain” here 

speaks of one looking at a title deed to a property or inheritance.. 

What does spiritual growth really look like? 

What the Lord requires of us, the Holy Spirit empowers 

2 Peter 1:1-11 

You’ve probably noticed that I’ve been away from the pulpit for a 
few weeks to rest and make progress on some health issues. It’s 
given me time to ponder and think back over my nearly 6 decades 
of life in Christ and to explore in my mind some things I wish I’d 
known or figured out about spiritual growth and maturity in the 
Lord much earlier. It’d saved me and others a lot of pointless 
rabbit trails, grief and frustration. In these past few weeks as we’ve 
been receiving the blessing of pastor Vern’s teaching on spiritual 
growth and maturity including in the area of financial giving, it’s 
prompted some healthy discussions among us. 

So motivated by all that I want to extend an invitation to you to 
join me over the next several Sundays as we discover and uncover 
a Biblical roadmap of growth to maturity in the Lord. Among the 
topics will be Law, grace and the gospel. Legalism – what it is and 
what it isn’t. Are there clear commands and prohibitions in the 
Bible that are binding on the conscience of all believers and the 
church at all times (is there or isn’t there a universal Christian 
moral code)? Or do we just “listen to the Holy Spirit” individually 
for guidance? How does God communicate with the believer and 
the church in this age? How are we to make important decisions? 
Are the Scriptures sufficiently clear and authoritative to make 
universal statements, or are private/ individual interpretation and 
skepticism the best approach?  

These questions and more I prayerfully invite and ask you to 
enter into illumination and clarity  with me. Today, briefly, I 
want to introduce from 2 Peter 1, seven building blocks in the 
road to a healthy spirituality, and tell you that they very 
much matter to Jesus! 


