2 Corinthians 8 & 9

Giving & giving, & additionally,
also, moreover, giving as well, too!

+ Paul has written to
them about giving in
chapter 8, & now in
chapter 9 he writes
even more about...
about... giving!

* He even tells them
that to write more
about giving is to
write more about
giving — it's quite
‘over the top!’

Yet there is good purpose for him to write
more about giving, since he tells us exactly
what God wants to motivate our giving!

1 Corinthians 16:1-4

Dense truth on giving -
for believers who aren’t [dense] ©

» Paul packed a great
deal of truth for the
body of Christ into
the first four verses
of 1 Corinthians 16.

* The principles
of financial giving
among us, that Paul
tells them, include:

* The collection is
“for the saints” —
part of building up
the body of Christ.

* |t is for benefiting
other believers, but
not just keeping a
program in motion
or ‘lining pockets’.

1 Corinthians 16:1-4

» Paul’s directions
were not just some
private deal with the
Corinthian church,
but the instructions
were given here
both objectively
& openly, with a
uniformity from
one church to
the next church:
“as | directed the

churches of Galatia”.

* That helps us have
assurance that what
he says applies to
us as well (Paul
also wrote about
“all the churches”
in: Romans 16:4, 16;
1 Corinthians 7:17;
14:33; 2 Corinthians
8:18; 11:28); he was
conveying that what
he wrote about was

consistentamong all.

« Paul has them set
aside funds the first
day of each week.
We would call that
Sunday (later called
“the Lord’s day”).

 That implies a
regularity & a
consistency in
accumulation of
funds for giving.

* Next Paul says
“each one of you™

* This principle does
not apply only to
some, but to all.

* Paul had to say it
this way among the
Gentile churches,
since they often
saw themselves
as a ‘special case’.

“...each individual among you also is to love

his own wife even as himself...” Ephesians 5:33

1 Corinthians 16:1-4

* He says that they
are to “put aside”,
so they are to take
the initiative to see
to it that they do so
personally.

* Importantly, Paul’s
next phrase is
‘whatever he may
be prospered in”.

» This has a strong
implication of...

e ...accumulating
for giving not on
presumption of
some future
income, but in
keeping with real,
actual income.

¢ Collection for the
needs of the saints
is not to be panicky,
rushed, or at the
last minute.

2 Corinthians 9:1-6

| know — | know!

» Paul says that he
knows already (in
the perfect tense)
that they are quite
inclined to give, &
that with zeal.

* He has already
been speaking well
of their zeal & their
willingness to give
to the believers in
Macedonia.

Paul is emphatic that the believers in Corinth
are already ready, prepared to contribute to
meet the needs of the saints in Jerusalem.

2 Corinthians 9:1-6

Preparation & readiness

* Paul uses lots of
words that convey
a preparation & a
readiness for the
time when the gift
would need to be
takento Jerusalem.

* What he doesn't
want is to have a
last minute panic
or desperation at
the time when the
funds will be taken
to Jerusalem.

What Paul is looking for is steady progress
towards the time when the funds must go.

2 Corinthians 9:1-6

Steady & ready makes for good
words, & prevents ‘| should have’

» Contributing to the
needs of the saints
is to be done by first
communicating the
need, & what the
funds will be used
for, & how & by
whom they will
be delivered.

* A panicked appeal,
pressure, a lack of
integrity in how the
funds are collected
& distributed, as
well as dubious
purposes, are all
to be avoided in
the body of Christ.
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2 Corinthians 9:6

Sowing & reaping

* This sowing & then
reaping principle
has been taken to
mean that if we
give money, God
will give us money
back, or that there
will be a reaping in
keeping with the
amount given.

But like everything,
we have to keep it
in context - & the
very next verse is
certainly the right
context.

Sowing spiritually,
even with finances,
is also spiritually
productive.

2 Corinthians 9:7

Each one must do just as he has purposed in
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.

Here is a universal principle for each person:
giving is a heart issue — it doesn’t matter what
everyone else thinks about my giving, or what
| think of or feel about my giving. Giving isn’t
to be done with reluctance (just do it!), nor
because the external pressure is great & is
relentless. Giving is to be done before God,

& His heart is for cheerful giving before Him.

2 Corinthians 2:17
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 4:2
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 7:12
...in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 8:21
...in the sight of the Lord

2 Corinthians 12:19
...in the sight of God

2 Corinthians 9:7

This verse ‘glitters deeply’

» This verse tells us
what really matters
when it comes to
our financial giving:

* God doesn’t want
us to “just do it”.

» God doesn’t want
us to fulfill what
everyone else
expects of us.

¢ God doesn’t want
the church leaders
to define holiness
by percentages of
income, nor levels
of financial pain.

¢ Godcherishesthe
heart of the one
who gives based on
fellowship with Him.

2 Corinthians 9:8, 9
God is able to provide & to motivate

* God is able to make <« So our giving does

all grace abound to
provide for both the
financial resources
& the grace for our
financial giving.

not put God under
obligation to give us
the money back for
what we already
gave, plus more.

God’s gracious provision is not from Him
having to pay us back for what we have
already given, but for the initial giving.

2 Corinthians 9:10-12

Biblical financial giving
is spiritually productive

» God's provision for
financial giving, &
His motivation of
believers to give
financially, all out
of a fully gracious
motive, is spiritually
productive & has a
spiritual yield.

+ One way that our
grace-motivated
financial giving is
to be spiritually
productive is that
it causes us &
even others to be
thankful to God,
the grace source.

‘Thanksgiving’ is literally ‘good gracing’.

Thanksgiving, thanksgivings,
glorify God, thanks be to God...
2 Corinthians 9:11-13
11... producing thanksgiving to God.
12 ...thanksgivings to God.

13 ...glorify God

Biblical giving has an unmistakable
productivity: It results in believers thanking

2 Corinthians 9:15

Thanks be to God...

* The thanks to God
in verse 15 is likely
referring to His gift
of Jesus Christ by
whom we have both
salvation & blessing
(Romans 5:15-17:
“the free gift... the

e Our ministry of
giving is patterned
after God'’s ultimate
ministry of giving,
founded in His
infinite love (John
3:16: “For God so
loved the world that

& glorifying God. Thanking & glorifying God
are aspects of fellowship with Him.

gift of grace...”) He gave...”).

Indescribable: more than one can fully describe
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