
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

100 It came upon a midnight clear 
82 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
72 O come O come Emmanuel 
117 How great our Joy 
 
Announcements and Prayer requests 

 

 
Next Sunday, Communion & Pot-Luck 

--- 
 

Three Great Spiritual Facts from God to know, in Christ 

Body Life Series 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 

 
 - Teaching - 

  Eric Peterman 
Three Great Spiritual Facts from God to know, in Christ 

Body Life Series 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

- December 1st  2024 - 

 



v15,  For this reason, what reason? That is the believers’ having 
obtained purely by the gracious and deliberate working of God 
every spiritual blessing: including election, predestination, 
adoption, grace, redemption, forgiveness, wisdom, understanding, 
knowledge of the mystery of His will, the sealing of the Holy Spirit, 
and inheritance… Paul goes on to pray that his readers might know 
God personally and intimately. (Our text today, verses 15-23 are 
one sentence in the Greek!) 

 

v16, Because of their God-wrought faith and love, Paul continued 

to give thanks for them. (See Romans 1:8 & 1 Cor 1:4). 

 

v17, The apostle prays that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

specifically, the Father of Glory (the glorious Father), may gift them 

an attitude and ability, via the working of the Holy Spirit, both of 

wisdom (sophia) and intimate experiential knowledge (epignosis) of 

Him. See Isaiah 11:2 (This is not wisdom and knowledge about 

things/events, but of God Himself!) Philosophy says, “Know thyself,” 

whereas Christianity says, “Know God through Jesus Christ.” 

v18a, He continues the prayer that “the eyes of the your heart” – 

The heart was the whole person (mind/will/emotion), so the perception 

of their whole person… “having been enlightened once and for all” is 

the best reading here. Perfect tense. Past action with continued results. 

This is a great prayer, one that we can build on and riff off of 

personally, for ourselves and for one another! 

The three great spiritual facts – the deposit of treasure 

 

v18b, So that you will know (oida – knowledge of a fact) 

Fact #1: The first fact to be grasped relates to the past. A believer’s 

present hope has its source in the past when he was called (cf. Rom. 

1:6; 8:30; Eph. 4:1, 4; 2 Tim. 1:9) to salvation. “Hope” in Scripture is 

the absolute certainty of a believer’s victory in God. Eph 4:4 

 

V18c Fact #2 that Paul wanted his readers to know relates  to the 

future: the riches of God’s glorious inheritance in the saints. At the 

time of the resurrection of believers (“saints” are those set apart by 

God to God; cf. v. 1) God will inherit those whom He has purchased at 

a great price according to the riches of His grace (v. 7). This is the 

second of six times in Ephesians in which Paul referred to “riches” 

(1:7, 18; 2:4, 7; 3:8, 16). In 1:14 Paul wrote that the Christians’ 

“inheritance” is their final redemption from the presence of sin. Here 

in verse 18 he wrote about God’s inheritance, the saints themselves! 

Because of the “glorious grace” (v. 6) of “the glorious Father” (v. 17), 

He will receive “His glorious inheritance” (v. 18). 

V19-23, Fact #3, Paul wanted believers to know relates  to the present 

time: His incomparably great power for us who believe. “power” 

means a spiritually dynamic and living force. Here the power of God is 

directed toward believers. Paul then used three additional words to 

describe God’s power. It is according to the working (energeian, 

“energetic power,” from which comes the “energy” of the might 

(κράτους, “power that overcomes resistance,” as in Christ’s miracles; 

this word is used only of God, never of believers) of God’s inherent 

strength (ἰσχύος) which He provides (cf. 6:10; 1 Peter 4:11). This 

magnificent accumulation of words for power underscores the 

magnitude of God’s “great power” available to Christians. 

Three Great Spiritual Facts from God to know, in Christ 

Body Life Series 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

In our continuing exploration and growth in our understanding of 
the Body of Christ and our life in it in Him, the apostle Paul reveals 
a deposit of treasure of truth that is for us, as the members of 
Christ’s body. This deposit of truth contains three great spiritual 
facts. And these three facts, the contents of this deposit, are vital 
and foundational to our understanding of the purpose and 
function of the Body of Christ, of which we as believers are 
members. You and I, as members of the Body of our Savior, Jesus, 
have a high purpose and calling, a divine one, and having such a 
purpose and calling from God Himself is to be the guiding and 
prioritizing principle of our lives, individually and together. 

Lord God, please help us, your blood-bought children, in 
today’s sermon and in the Sundays to come, to see, relish and 
manifest in our lives together your glory in these three great 
facts. 


