
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Luke 17:11-19 

The Lord is my salvation 
239 For the Beauty of the Earth 
594, Count your Blessings 
Psalm 100 – A Psalm for Thanksgiving 
11, Praise to the Lord 
Prayer requests 

 

 
Communion & pot-luck will be held on the 8th of 

December, rather than the 1st. 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

--- 
 

Jesus heals ten lepers, just one gives Him thanks 

Thanksgiving is personal and to the Lord 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 

 
 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

Jesus heals ten lepers, just one gives Him thanks 

Thanksgiving is personal and to the Lord 

Luke 17:11-19 

- November 24th 2024 - 

 



v11-14, Luke picks up with Jesus proceeding in his terminal 

journey toward Jerusalem where He will meet His appointed 

destiny. He is traveling along the border between Samaria and Galilee, 

where He enters a village and encounters ten people suffering from 

leprosy. According to the Law of Moses, they keep their distance but 

they recognize Jesus and cry out to Him for mercy. Rather than 

drawing near and touching them, as He did with the leper in Luke 

5:13, Jesus simply commands them, “go and show” themselves to the 

priests. Of course, there would be no point in such action unless they 

were cleansed of their leprosy, and yet at this point they were not 

cleansed. They had to act with obedient faith. They all had sufficient 

faith in Jesus and His command to turn and go. (We are stirred to 

ponder their emotions and thoughts at that moment!)  Nevertheless, as 

they were going to the priests, they were cleansed and healed! 

 

V15-16, Out of the 10 lepers, only one, and a “heretic” Samaritan 

at that, turns back to Jesus in thanksgiving and worship to God! 

This is the 2nd time that Luke records a strong comparison between the 

attitude of a person from Samaria and that of the supposedly more 

righteous Israelites. (In Luke ch 10 is recorded the Good Samaritan). 

The Samaritans were reviled by the Jews because in 721BC when the 

Assyrians swept down to attack and drag many off into captivity, some 

remained behind and married into the tribes of Ephriam and Manasseh. 

The Jews considered them corrupt, being half-breed, half-pagan and 

avoided both them and their territory. 

Martin Luther recognized God’s blessings to every living thing when 
he wrote about the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed in the Large 
Catechism. He wrote, “Hence, since everything we possess, and 
everything in heaven and on earth besides, is daily given and 
sustained by God, it inevitably follows that we are in duty bound to 
love, praise, and thank Him without ceasing, and, in short, to devote 
all these things to his service… We cannot give God anything; for 
everything is already His, and all we have comes from Him. We can 
only give Him praise, thanks, and honor.” 

V17-19, The astonishment of Jesus! The people with the most 
Biblical revelation had the least gratitude to God! Like priest 
and the Levite in the Good Samaritan event, and like the Jews at 
the arrival of the gentile wise men at the birth of Christ, it is those 
outside of Israel that respond to the Word of God. 

“Glorifying God with a loud voice” and falling down at the feet 
of Jesus! 

Clearly, Jesus was pleased with his expression of thanks and 
grieved at the absence of the other nine. 

Hebrews 13:15-16 states, “Through Him then, let us continually 
offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give 
thanks to His name. And do not neglect doing good and sharing; 
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 

Every day our hearts should be filled with gratitude for all 
that the Savior did for us when we were spiritual lepers 
before Him. 

Jesus heals ten lepers, just one gives Him thanks 

Thanksgiving is personal and to the Lord 

Luke 17:11-19 

A hiker was lost for some days deep in the woods of a national 
park. Later, in describing the experience, he told how frightened he 
was and how he had even finally knelt and prayed asking God for 
help to find the way out. A new reporter asked, “Did God answer 
your prayer?” “Oh, no,” the man replied. “Before God had a chance, 
a ranger found me, called in the rescue chopper, and here I am, 
safe and sound, and so happy to get back to my life!” 

Our text today about Jesus healing the ten lepers reflects some of 
that mindset, and it begs the questions, “What is thankfulness?” 
And “to whom should we be thankful?” But it digs deeper still, and 
presses us with, “Ultimately, are we the source of, and do we really 
bring anything in and of ourselves to the table at all?” And even 
further, “Where is our hope and joy and satisfaction found?” 


