- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

1 Samuel 26 (1-12 reading)

316, The Church’s one foundation
God of grace and God of glory

By faith

322, Faith of our Fathers
Announcements and Prayer requests

e Nov 3, Potluck and communion, return to Daylight
Savings time!

Parents and friends:
This week’s kid’s Bible lesson is about the anointing of
David as Kking.
e Who anointed David?
e What was David’s job?
e What did God say matters most about a person?

Also ask them to share their memory verse: Acts 13:22

David and King Saul’s last interaction

Vengeance belongs to the Lord
1 Samuel 26

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -

Eric Peterman
David and King Saul’s last interaction
Vengeance belongs to the Lord

1 Samuel 26 (1-12 reading)
- October 13t 2024 -




David and King Saul’s last interaction

Vengeance belongs to the Lord
1 Samuel 26

Chapter 26 here records the last interaction between David and
king Saul. The events of chapter 26 mirror in many ways the
events of chapter 24, where Saul and his forces are hunting David
and David surprises Saul in the cave of Addulam, yet spare his life.
Both chapters serve to show us the contrast between David’s faith
in action (though imperfect in some ways) and Saul’s lack of
sustained interest in, or obedience to God and His ways.

As Constable notes: “Perhaps the most significant difference is that
in chapter 24 David was on the defensive, whereas in chapter 26
he was on the offensive. Chapter 26 is the third and final episode in
the mini-section on David's treatment of two fools: Saul and Nabal.
A prominent theme in this pericope is David's learning to trust God
to repay his enemies rather than taking vengeance himself.”

Here is an enduring lesson for us as people who know and trust in
the Lord: Vengeance, getting even, retribution are things best left
in God’s hands. Bitterness is like hydrochloric acid and cannot be
held in the hands without serious injury to ourselves.

Ephesians 4:31, Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all
malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving
each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

vv1-5, This is a second betrayal of David to Saul by the men of
Ziph. The sense of betrayal is a powerful emotional corrosive and can
cause us to sin. We should guard our hearts against it and put our trust
in God.

Saul came down from Gibeah with his 3,000 soldiers, he camped near
the main road. David had only 600 men (23:13; 25:13). David stayed
on the other side of the hill (v. 3). In v5 he sneaked up on the hill at
night to survey Saul's encampment and observed Saul and his general,
Abner in the midst, where they should have been quite safe. As it turns

out, they were not! They were vulnerable because of failure of military
duty.

Vv6-12, Ahimelech the Hittite was probably a local native
Canaanite from the Hittite tribe (cf. Gen. 15:20; et al.) who had
joined David's band of soldiers (cf. Uriah the Hittite, 2 Sam. 11:3). His
mention shows the extent of David's appeal as a leader. Abishai was
David's nephew, one of the sons of his sister Zeruiah (cf. 1 Chron.
2:15-16). Joab, who later became David's commander-in-chief, was
Abishai's brother.

Saul had used his spear to attack David three times (cf. 18:10; 19:9-
10;20:33). It was, therefore, an instrument of death and a symbol

of Saul's rule, similar to a scepter (cf. 22:6). A spear in the ground
outside a Bedouin tent today signifies the sheik within.

Abishai's viewpoint was carnal, fleshly and natural here. He though
that since God had given David the upper hand, he should use it to do
away with his rival (v. 8; cf. 24:4). David believed, however, that,
since God had anointed Saul, it was not his place to do him harm (v. 9;
cf. 24:6-7). His reply to Abishai begins (v. 9) and ends (v. 11) with the
reason David would not permit Abishai to kill Saul: he was the
LORD's anointed. In the middle of this reply, David mentioned
alternative ways by which God might terminate Saul's life (v. 10).

Vv13-16, David’s rebuke of Abner David more faithfully protected
the life of Saul than Abner! Abner deserved the death penalty for
failure of military duty, yet David graciously spared Abner too.

Vv17-20, David’s appeal to Saul, the realization that David or
Abishai again could have killed him, but did not, led Saul to respond
to David tenderly, calling him his son (v.17; cf. vv. 21, 25), David had
behaved like a loyal son toward Saul. David, however, did not now
address Saul as his father, as he had previously (24:11). He had come
to view Saul less affectionately, since he continued to hound David
without cause after repeated promises to stop doing so. Moreover, Saul
was no longer David's father-in-law (25:44).

Vv21-26, David’s ultimate trust in the Lord pay particular attention
to v24, David’s verbal statement of faith here is encouraging: The life
of others is precious and to be defended, and our own lives are in the

hands of the Lord to defend and uphold.




