- Order of Service -
Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer
1 Samuel 25:1-13

e All creatures of our God and King
o Iexalt Thee

e 238, Praise the Lord ye heavens adore Him
e 10, O worship the King
Announcements and Prayer requests

Today - GBF Music/Sound ministry meeting after church
October 6 - GBF Hartstone Day Camp

9am-7pm, Breakfast, Lunch and dinner. Arrive at 8:45

When vengeful anger bumps into foolishness

Saved by a wise and humble woman

1 Samuel 25 (reading v1-13)

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.

- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
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and heavenly seating.

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
When vengeful anger bumps into foolishness

Saved by a wise and humble woman
1 Samuel 25 (reading v1-13)
- September 29t 2024 -




When vengeful anger bumps into foolishness

Saved by a wise and humble woman
1 Samuel 25 (reading v1-13)

We come now to the end of the era and ministry of the prophet
Samuel, son of Elkanah and Hannah, on this earth (he makes a
powerful and brief appearance again in ch 28). And we come to
the end of the scroll of the book that was penned by Samuel. The
remainder of the history here is in two scrolls penned by the
prophets Nathan and Gad (see 1 Chron 29:29), and these three
scrolls were joined by a later scribe into one.

Much water has passed under the bridge of David’s exile from the
court of Saul. Of the 9 years of exile, around 7 have passed. In that
time we've seen David mature spiritually, but like everyone that
believes, spiritual growth is not instantaneous... sin and error and
personality flaws don’t usually shake out immediately. The Holy
Spirit is working on David and here in ch 25 we see that the
principled restraint that David showed in not killing Saul in ch 24
gives way to anger and revenge when David is provoked by the
thanklessness and obstinance of the foolish rich man, Nabal.

David is saved from himself, from the evil of taking his own
revenge, by the humility and strategic wisdom and actions of a
beautiful woman, Abigail, the wife of Nabal. God’s kind providence
and grace towards David are mediated powerfully through one of
God’s other children, Abigail. How good is the LORD? Have you
ever been saved from your yourself, from your own actions, from
your sinful attitude or foolish plans by the intercession of a brother
or sister in Christ? Abigail here illustrates the kindness and grace
of God working for us in our error through the help of a fellow
believer. Lesson here: Take heed to the contrary advice of the
faithful, especially when you’re upset!

vv1-8, The fabulously wealthy Nabal was a Calebite, meaning he
was from the tribe of Judah. This means that David and Nabal were
fairly close relatives. This chapter also reveals that David’s men have
taken on themselves the charge of acting as security for Nabal’s

herdsmen and their flocks. (see v8) David’s request is reasonable and
graciously worded.

Vv9-13, Nabal behaves according to his own name: “Foolishness.
folly, worthless.

V14-17, the judicious intercession of one of Nabal’s servants This
man knows both his master, and his mistress, and David’s capability
and intent and acts wisely. V17, “such a worthless man” is literally, “a
son of Belial!”

V18-20., Abigail’s hasty and wise responses.

V21-22. David’s angry reaction and unwise oath of vengeance
before the Lord!

V23-31, Abigail’s great humily, taking the blame for the attitude
and actions of her foolish husband. In v25 she deflects blame from
her husband by calling him a fool, even a “worthless man” — literally,
“man of Belial.” And makes a play on his name, Nabal — foolish and
worthless. (By the way, her Dad made a bad deal in marrying his
daughter off. He thought the man’s wealth was a measure of his worth
as a husband.)

V26-31, Abigail’s apologetic for the future blessing and greatness
of David, if he should turn from the evil of taking vengeance. V29,
“the bundle of the living” The custom of carefully wrapping each of
one’s valuables and placing them in packing material in a treasure box
or padded bag to protect them. V3:, Two sins averted: Shedding of
Innocent blood, and personal vengeance.

V32-35, David heeds the wise Abigail and accepted the peace
offering.

V36-38, God’s judgment and vengeance of Nabal!

V39, 44, the satisfying conclusion to the matter.




