- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

1 Samuel 24:1-7

259, There is a fountain

525, At the cross

Come behold the wondrous mystery
192, Because He lives
Announcements and Prayer requests

September 19 (Lake County) and 20 (Ukiah) Mendo Women'’s
clinic Gala fundraiser dinner.

September 22 - GBF Music/Sound ministry meeting after
church

October 6 - GBF Hartstone Day Camp

9am-7pm, Breakfast, Lunch and dinner

Cost: 18 and above, $59, 6-17, $49, 5 & under free.

Please make checks payable to “Grace Bible Fellowship” (not
GBF). In memo, please write: Hartstone

David in Exile
David spares the life of king Saul and repents of disrespect
1 Samuel 24

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

‘,‘; DAVID SPARES
& J SAUL'S LIFE

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
David in Exile

David spares the life of king Saul and repents of disrespect
1 Samuel 24
- September 15th 2024 -




David in Exile
David spares the life of king Saul and repents of disrespect
1 Samuel 24

The end of chapter 23 has David and his men barely escaping encirclement by
Saul’s forces in the wilderness of Maon. Providentially, a message came to Saul
that the Philistines were raiding again, so Saul turned and went after them.
David’s group moved SE into the canyon refuge and springs of Engedi, just to the
west of the Dead Sea.

Then Saul returns from driving off the Philistines, here in 24:1, he receives
intelligence that David is in Engedi and he gathers 3,000 elite soldiers and
resumes his unlawful pursuit of David.

Again, by providential arrangement, a turn of events comes where Saul’s life is
placed in the hands of David. What we discover is that David’s men speak for the
Devil and tempt him with what seems to be the obvious hand of God! David
discerns and resists the greater temptation, but in doing that, he falls for a
lesser one. There is a lesson here for us all: That a partial obedience, though it
may appear heroic to other people and even to ourselves, is still not full
obedience, And less than full obedience is still sin. Be careful not to let
providential circumstance presented as a test by the Lord to be the leading and
guiding of the Lord! Don’t automatically let circumstance guide instead of
principle!

David’s conscience and humility and ultimate trust in the justice of God comes to
the fore here in this tension-filled scene. David’s counter-cultural humility and
self-restraint, the Holy Spirit repeats through the apostle Paul in Romans 12:18,
Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for
it is written, ““VENGEANCE IS MINE, | WILL REPAY,” says the Lord..

v1-8 create the dramatic backdrop for the conversation that
follows.

V1-3 are the situation setup. “to relieve himself” literally here,
“cover his feet” — a metaphor for taking a long bathroom break

V4a, David’s men take the part of the Devil here. They let
circumstance determine “the will of God” rather than principle.
(They’ve done what Saul does!) They even bring in a verbal prophesy
given to David earlier and apply its general promise as specifically
fulfilled in this moment with Saul at David’s feet. This is the “good
advice” of the world, the flesh and the Devil. Beware the advice of

your friends, that their confirmation does not side with what you want,
but with the character and command of God! Gal 5:17, For the flesh
sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for
these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the
things that you please.

V4b, David doesn’t kill king Saul, and to this we must give David
credit, for the reasoning, customs and providential circumstance
would seem undeniable. Instead, David cuts off the corner or tassel of
the king’s outer royal robe. This seems a good compromise. But while
it isn’t the taking of a life, it is still a sin!

V5-7, Lit, “David’s heart struck him”. According to Bergen David’s
act symbolically attacked Saul’s claim to the kingship. First, in taking
the corner of the robe, David was implying the transfer of power from
Saul to himself. Secondly, by removing the corner David was most
likely making Saul’s robe, the obvious symbol of his kingship,
noncompliant with God’s law of the tassels (Num. 15:37—41; Deut.
22:12 and see Luke 8:43-48.). David recognized that he had struck a
blow not just at Saul, but also at the Lord. The Lord had placed Saul in
this position, and the Lord would remove him. Saul was the anointed
of the LORD (24:6). Literally this means the “messiah” of the Lord.
Raising his hand against Saul meant rebelling against the Lord.

Note, oh Christian, that though Saul was corrupt, he was still the
lawful government and full respect was due the office and the one
formally holding it, though he act unlawfully and unwisely at
times. Paul argues the same in Romans 13. Saul left the cave not
knowing what had happened.

V8-15, David full of the fear of the Lord, shows great humility and
respect! David here argues his case before the Lord’s appointed judge.
In 12, David tells Saul that the ultimate judge between them and over
them is God and that He would judge rightly. V14-15 have David
properly bringing a bit of shame to Saul for his narcissism and
disloyalty to David, his faithful subject. The founders of our nation did
the same, long-sufferingly, in their appeals to king George I1I.

V16-21, Saul’s heartfelt, if temporary repentance (He was unstable).




