- Order of Service -

Call to Worship
Welcoming Prayer

2 Samuel 22:31,32, Psalm 20:7, John 14:1

535, 1 know whom I have believed
Christ is mine forevermore

509, How can I keep from singing
Jesus, strong and kind /Jesus Loves Me
Announcements and Prayer requests

Today, Communion and Pot-luck

September 19 (Lake County) and 20 (Ukiah) Mendo Women'’s
clinic Gala fundraiser dinner.

September 22 - GBF Music/Sound ministry meeting after
church

October 6 - GBF Hartstone Day Camp

9am-7pm, Breakfast, Lunch and dinner

Cost: 18 and above, $59, 6-17, $49, 5 & under free.

Please make checks payable to “Grace Bible Fellowship” (not
GBF). In memo, please write: Hartstone

David in Exile

David affirms the priest of God, seeks God’s word
1 Samuel 23

GRACE

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
- - love. truth. grace.

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension,
and heavenly seating.

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate

We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the
foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 -

Grace Bible Fellowship
642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470
(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org

- Teaching -
Eric Peterman
David in Exile

David affirms the priest of God, seeks God’s word
1 Samuel 23
- September 9, 2024 -




David in Exile
David affirms the priest of God, seeks God’s word
1 Samuel 23

It should be remembered that David is only in his 20’s during the 9 years of exile
forced on him by king Saul. People change a lot and given the right guidance,
and the work of the Spirit, believers grow and mature in wisdom and the things
of the Lord. David is no exception.

This passage illustrates how David grew over time in his reliance on God’s word
in his day-to-day decisions and his desire to help his fellow countrymen. In vw1-
12, David prays, seeking God’s word no fewer than four times. And David does
not act until he knows the Lord’s will in the matter.

In stark contrast to David’s four prayers, Saul does not pray at all. Rather, he
assumes the circumstances that seemed favorable to him were proof or
signs of God’s blessing and that he was following God’s leading (1 Samuel
23:7). He had convinced himself that murdering David was God’s will, but God
thwarted those evil plans and preserved David’s life. Saul does not seem
interested in protecting the people of Keilah from Philistine plundering (as
David is), but sees them merely as a tool, a disposable one, to vent his hatred and
jealousy against David. Saul shows that he, as king has perverted not only
justice, but turned many of the people in Israel away from the perfect Law of
God. But David leaves judgment of Saul to God.

V1, A word about the fortress city, Keilah. The place Keilah is
first mentioned in Joshua 15:44 as one of the Canaanite cities that was
allotted to Judah when the Promised Land was first being conquered and
divided among the tribes.

Keilah is also mentioned twice in Jeremiah 3:17-18 where those who
repaired the wall around Jerusalem are listed. Here Keilah is a district.
Two leaders are mentioned, each of them over “half the district of
Keilah.”

Keilah is mentioned twelve times in 1 Samuel 23:1-14. When he was
fleeing from Saul, David led a band of about 600 men who served to protect
him and to help other Israelites in need. Keilah, a double-gated, fortified city
in the Judean plain, was being terrorized by the Philistines and was in need of
help.

V2-4, David seeks the word of the Lord on the matter of Keilah,
David’s men are naturally concerned and want to be reassured, so David
seeks the Lord again. And the Lord graciously answers again.

V5, David “delivered” (or saved) the city — Yashah — delivered,
saved, Yeshua.

V6-12, David shows how he seeks the specific word of the Lord
Abiathar is of the priestly line of his father, the high priest, Ahimelech —
Whose whole clan (Abiathar excepted) was slain by Saul. Abiathar rescues
and carries with him one, precious priestly Ephod (here probably describing
not just the one garment but representing the whole priestly outfit.) So when
it says in ch23 that David sought the Lord’s word, it means that David
recognizes, affirms and rightly seeks the Lord’s revealed word, God’s will,
through the means prescribed by the Lord in His word. The book of 1 Samuel
begins with Hannah obtaining the promise of God through Eli the priest, the
one designated to do that. David reaffirms that proper method here with
Abiathar wearing his Ephod and the rest of the priestly garment to properly
represent David to God in prayer and to deliver to David the word of the
Lord with full assurance.

Jesus said, we are to ask, in his name (that is, with him as our Great High
Priest).

v15-18. Jonathan appears briefly and encourages David

v19-23, Saul’s rule has spiritually perverted and morally
corrupted the people of Ziph Samuel had warned the people about what
a king might do, and that they were giving up the perfect rule of Jahweh,
mediated through priests and prophets and judges, for a mere man. Now his
warnings come to terrible fruition in Saul and in their own moral lives. They
are willing to betray innocent blood in exchange for favor from fleshly Saul.
There is a foretaste of what will happen to the Son of David some nine
centuries later. And it is a warning of what can happen in each of us if we
walk in the flesh instead of the Spirit.

V24-29, Saul’s pursuit, David’s escape. The place of refuge, the
oasis and rock fortress of En Gedi




