
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

John 15:26 

• O sing my soul 

• Belgic confession, article II, on the Spirit 
• God the Spirit 
• Only a holy God 
• 4, Come thou almighty King 

Announcements and Prayer requests 
 
October 6 – GBF Hartstone Day Camp 

 
 

Saul turns on and pursues the death of David, God’s anointed 

The Spirit’s work, the works of the flesh, and of the Devil 

1 Samuel 19-20 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 

 

Grace Bible Fellowship 

642 Ellen Lynn, Redwood Valley, CA 95470 

(707) 485-7713 www.GraceBibleRedwoodValley.org 

 

  

 

We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 
 

 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 

Saul turns on and pursues the death of David, God’s anointed 

The Spirit’s work, the works of the flesh, and of the Devil 

1 Samuel 19-20 

- August 11th, 2024 - 

 



19:1-10, Saul plainly and overtly sets his heart of jealousy to kill 

his “rival” David. One of the things not to lose sight of in 1 Samuel is 

the Law of Moses. Just because there is a king, no one, the king 

included, is in any way alleviated from the obligations to God’s Law 

given to Israel! Quite the opposite! We will see plenty of violations in 

the next chapters! The fact that Samuel is now distanced from Saul due 

to Saul’s persistence in sinful violation of the Law means that Saul 

lacks the benefit of divine counsel from God’s prophet. He is a man 

“set free” to do what he wishes, restrained only by his own desires, 

human counsel if he will take it, and circumstances. In that sense, Saul 

is a prototype, and example of humanity unrestrained by the Holy 

Spirit internally, or by the Law of God externally, and subject to the 

winds of impulses of the flesh and the “inspiration” of demons. Here 

Jonathan restores David to the royal court, but Saul’s self-restraint is 

stretched past the breaking point. One is reminded of the evil behavior 

of the rulers of Israel regarding Jesus, and violated the Law of Moses! 

V11-17, David’s wife Michal, the teraphim, and two lies. See 18:21 

about Michal and a possible reason for Saul to approve the marriage. 

Genesis 31:19-32. Both Jacob and David were married to women 

entangled in idolatry. 

V18-24, The Holy Spirit is greater in power than any evil spirit sent to 

cause harm, and greater than the flesh and impulses of the human 

heart! See Galatians 5:17 in the life of the believer. 

Chapter 20:1-23, the covenant and plan of protection for David by 

Jonathan. 

V24, The New Moon festival was commanded by God. (Num 28:11). 

Isn’t it strangely hypocritical and bizarre for Saul to follow this ritual 

command of God for the monthly festival to God, but ignore the core 

moral commands to: love your neighbor (David) and not to commit 

murder? 

V28-29, Jonathan’s lies. Note how necessity is the mother of 

invention! Extreme situations can bend our moral compass, and we 

prioritize our morality based on what seems right and morally 

expedient. Jonathan here demonstrates this human weakness and lack 

of trust in God, all while he seeks to uphold a vow he made before the 

Lord to protect David. 

V30-end, the arrows in the field as a signal. The confirmation of the 

covenant. 

Saul turns on and pursues the death of David, God’s anointed 

The Spirit’s work, the works of the flesh, and of the Devil 

1 Samuel 19-20 

There is a golden  key to reading, understanding and benefiting from the 
historical narratives in the Bible (1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 
Chronicles, as well as the book of Acts and many others) is to carefully 
distinguish between what is a record of events and human behaviors and 
attitudes, good, bad and indifferent, and what is doctrine about God and man 
and the angels to be believed and included in the body of doctrines of the 
Christian faith, systematic theology and so on. In other words, under the 
inspiration of the Spirit, the authors of historical narratives accurately portray 
things as they were, as they occurred, but not everything portrayed is to be 
emulated, or taken as a right belief or godly behavior. 

For example, Saul trying to pin David to the wall with his spear is not behavior 
to be emulated, but we do learn something about human nature and we also 
learn some things revealed about God, His divine counsel in the heavens, and 
angelic beings (in this case fallen ones) as God does send from His counsel a 
fallen angel to stir up Saul’s wickedness which has a negative impact on God’s 
anointed man, David. In the following few chapters we will observe godly 
behavior, evil behavior, and we will see morally confused behavior even in the 
same person at different times. One of the lessons here to observe is that David, 
God’s anointed, is still growing in his spiritual and moral understanding. He is a 
man in process, in relative immaturity, but growing into maturity and 
understanding of the things and ways of the Lord. 

This fact should give us real encouragement as believers! We see God clearly 
working in David’s life, and we also see some of his human frailty, sin and 
failures. Isn’t it a comfort to know that he is called, “a man after God’s own 
heart?” We can identify with David’s stumblings and also rejoice at God’s grace 
and care for Him as a saved man as the Lord uses all these events to grow him 
up in the things of Lord, into spiritual maturity. 


