
- Order of Service – 

Call to Worship 

Welcoming Prayer 

Matthew 24:30 

• Hymn of Heaven 

• Belgic confession, article 37 
• Day of judgment, day of wonders 
• 210, Lo, He comes with clouds, descending 
• Behold the Lamb 

Announcements and Prayer requests 
 
August 4 – Communion and Pot-Luck 
October 6 – GBF Hartstone Day Camp 

 
 

1st Samuel – The rise of David/decline of Saul 

David serves in Saul’s court. David’s bond with Jonathan 

1 Samuel 18 

 

You may notice we don't pass an offering plate 
 
We invite you to participate in the ministry, and the offering box in the 

foyer is for your gifts and offerings for the Lord's work.  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, Galatians 6:6 - 
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We are identified with Jesus Christ in his 
crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, 

and heavenly seating. 

 

- Teaching - 
  Eric Peterman 
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1 Samuel 18 

- July 28th, 2024 - 

 



ch 17:55-58, ends with this question  “Whose son is this young 

man?” and the simple, humble answer from David, “I am the son 

of your servant, Jesse the Bethlehemite.” 

18:1-4, A profound and turning-point friendship, David and 

Jonathan After defeating Goliath, David’s life changed! Saul and the 

royal family would honor David with prestige, position, and 

possessions. But David would also find a true friend in Jonathan, 

Saul’s heir-apparent. Gene Getz calls the description offered in verse 

1, “the best definition of true friendship I’ve ever read” (Getz, David, 

74). The relationship of David and Jonathan provides a biblical model 

for godly friendship that is worthy of study and consideration. 

Jonathan observed David’s faith and courage in defeating Goliath. 

Both were young warriors, and both had trusted God for victory over 

the enemies of Israel. Here Jonathan became one in spirit with David. 

The Hebrew text actually tells us that the soul of Jonathan was 

“bound” or “chained” together with the soul of David. Jonathan loved 

David as himself. Do not miss v3-4. Jonathan made a unilateral 

covenant of loyalty with David. He also divested himself of the 

outward insignia of royal rank as the heir-apparent and transferred 

them along with his loyalty to the Lord’s anointed (meshiach)! 

Jonathan got it! It is extraordinary! It is hugely significant that Jesus 

later would be called, “Son of David” and not “Son of Saul”! 

V6-9, God’s blessing on David’s service leads to the “green eyed 

monster.” V10-11, Saul’s demonically inspired reaction. (Note a 

repeated theme that parallels the life of Jesus, where the hatred and 

jealously of the scribes and Pharisees leads them to try to seize the Son 

of David, and he escapes more than once). 

V12-16, Those not walking with the Lord will often be afraid of those 

that are! Saul demotes David from being an army general (v5) to being 

commander of a battalion (lieutenant colonel). But David cheerfully 

goes about obeying and showing his competence, which comes from 

the Lord. 

V17-19, Saul seeks to entrap David via royal marriage. 

V20-22, Saul again seeks to entrap David via royal marriage. V23, 

David’s humility and wisdom. V25, The wicked dowry demand of 

David by Saul. V27, At this point, no matter what Saul does in his 

wickedness, the Lord graciously one-ups him by blessing David with 

victory. 

V28-29, How strange is the jealous heart! And jealously in the heart of 

a politician is exceedingly dangerous! Our founding fathers of the 

constitution were wise to this human tendency that infected the hearts 

of kings. Power does corrupt, and service to the people can be 

perverted into self-service and self-justification of almost any action. 

The apostles Peter, Paul and John all warned of this tendency by some 

church elders to pervert service into self-aggrandizement and power! 

V30, The contrast is highlighted here between what genuine Spirit-led 

service from a Spirit-led man produces, vs what service to a fleshly 

man produces. There is a qualitative difference! See Galatians 5:16-18. 
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Having defeated Goliath in lieu of Saul doing so in chapter 17, chapters 18-20 
illuminate David’s entry into and service in the royal court of Saul. But these 
events are told in terms of David’s bond of sincere friendship with Saul’s good 
son, Jonathan. As we read, let us keep in mind that David is still a young man, 
and though he often displays a wisdom and ability beyond his years, his relative  
spiritual immaturity will show itself in the coming chapters. Chapter 21 begins 
the period of David in exile from Saul’s court. There, David becomes a hunted 
man, and that period of desperation is used by the Lord to challenge and grow 
David spiritually and in godly virtues. We’ll return to that, but for now as David 
enters the king’s service as a young man, keep his relative spiritual immaturity 
in mind and how God sovereignly uses the events in David’s life to grow him and 
to show him God’s grace and mercy, and also that when believers sin, there are 
often terrible temporal consequences. We will return to that vital issue soon on 
another Sunday. 


